To odd my 

‘on my We and fies seems an unworthy exercise. This modest 
dod nol the memoirs of an aging ocior, nor writen simply for 
p ‘of the author. This book i for the many loyol. 
‘Botfars who have asked for i. | wont you 10 know that | do not 
spand my days ond nights running around in o cape ond cow. 
However, | hove ord thet o few of you do. Don't be overly 
comarned. We know i's fun to be Botan, This offering should 


prove i 


vell within these pages 
p. Two cents’ worth of glowing comments 


—Adom West 
Ketchum, Idoho 
1994 


Introduction 


fighter who's as hor and compelling, 
o paper by a young. artist 
figure out who. 


Ss a tttesorneibing c 
a iy he was delivered 
take a geniis 


"n i 
nday a» on the. 
nest Bob Kane. And ir does 


har Caped Crusader might be- 

For tweninstive years on the tube 
tr herome: à legendi a worldclam pop culture Icon ax recone: 
able as Bond vr The Beatles I ught me joy and heartache and 
many stops in between. 

There's something about Batman that appeals to all ages. Regard- 
ea ul how he's interpret darkly gothic to carnival bright and 
func that appeal is not diminished. Batman is one of the beseknown, 
mou enduring heroes of the twentieth century. Withoutany Hollywood 
uil. 1 have accepted my role in catapulting Batman from comic 
hooks to satellite and to the big screen, and into the homes of half a 
Milliou people each day. 

T hive run into enthusiastic Batfans all over the world—on the 
apuling waters off the coast of € avin fangis 
down South America way, in metropolitan Japan, in the scrub of Africa, 
andin frozen northern Norway. Iam always surprised and 
People everywhere, of all ages, have heard 
Now Mickey Mowe, John Wayne 


the sereen 1 have helped 


eece, on plains in Sp: 


mazed that 


E three American institu- 
ind. Batman. 


-. C EDEN ETE 


hel ipod. IE go ini it only so far w 
^ 


they may ihe ota 
aine stcoriy believe: the power 
fae ding 10 M CANE n I cd Gu E IUE 


We'll get Vito that a Bit tater, Ying 


ut pe wey 
kin 


one of 2 kind, a character so rc P "O: iry M. o "m 
in dramatically different wage ente ry o vir alf of heroes and fantasy, comic hooks and movies, 
wroll case on bel 


and: ong ie as we join my moderreday Hamlet racing once 
(ince with me as 


Rem tuck (0 the Batcavet 
Barpoles and 
avec to te 


Sorldi and even today there's rey y 
abont comic books thar doesn't open With a 
a playing on Robin's catchphrase, or 5 P 


ire. 


the show, the Phenom, 
ghs and difficult tow 
particular slice of 


What makes now the right time; 

spective. The wine of experience and ¢ 

Te had over a quartercentury i 

‘mask and out, to reflect on the phenomenon, to see someone hey 

the part, to meet and talk to fans and critics at conventions, on i 
Fampuses, on TV talk shows, in the street. 

I confes, too, that I've always felt some reluctance about ando 
faking this project because 1 find it embarrassing when some amy 
Assume their lives are grand enough to write about at length. We aren 
world leaders, captains of industry, or great discoverers Tm nota Wie 
Mon Churchill or J, Paul Getty or Thomas Faison. My work adie 
and childhood experiences did not affect world history in profound 

important ways. 
Yet some of the things that have happened to me are wage 


a. 


` 


Prologue 


“ ant Lew Sher- 

ex yapped at my feet as my agent 

T pota pom i Dozier’ affice on the 20th Gensiry-Fenx 
el and T sepped 


inshown had usu: 


(ev d visited during my seven years 
ge t d loverechelon TV producers or casting directors, men 
eb bicles or trailers, nervous and 


Dillon, in- 


nocent partygoers 19 
ronaute to be stran 
o lemon The Outer Limits and în 
Man 

As entered Dozier's office, I remember u 
few of Mars were just a litte less ostentatious than this Hansel and 


he feature film Robinson Crusoe on 


king that the fiery red 


Gretel-esque halftimbered, mauvecarpeted cottage, situated near the 
soundsages and editing rooms and run by three drop-dead gorgeous 
secretaries 

Dosier was the wunderkind producer of such hits as Dennis the Men- 
i. Hosek, and The Donna Reed. Show, and though his recent Charlie 
Chan pilot, Number One Son, had failed to sell as a series, ABC had given 
Doriet a new project. I'd been told he was under the gun on it, too: 
ABC wanted to see a pilot episode and, if they liked it, go right into 


prodiciion for a January debut. That was just three months away. The 
aet were already under construction 


Ph or b. 
Utd p ap Mi 
or. I way p itg 


7» at Warner 


Ars thar hi 
le i 
"d si] et i t 


TA 
e a good yen Ml 


h and « 
u Hd think some more 
a pawn- Or you can make what see, 
motion a disastrous new pattern. He va 
never factor in all the variables, whi. he eus » ha 
decisions instinctively. ib 
"But there was one thing young Roger hadn't pue 
Ldosophy that maybe he should have, which i 
Aave choices. They take the work that's offered 
ti my case, if Dozier asked me to do this role, I'd ha 
dhenween the starring role in à modestly bus gered M 
end in a blgebudget TV series, Movers and shakers all over the worki 
Bee ioves which could lead to a big break, whereas for te Thot par 
only the public watches TV. On the other hand, the public writes ley 
tees and when the public speaks the studios listen and TV can lead s 
movies. 

A slight cough and Dozier looked up and ended ry reverie. He 
ove slowly, and 1 felt a little uncomfortable as he studied me from we 
to head, his expression impassive as he costumed me with his eyes p 

turing me in à blueand-gray suit 
Charlie FizSimons did the same, following Dozier'severy mener 


"d inm his phy 
that tost actors rary 


and are glad to have 


N "T 


| the lanky, sbefoottwo Dozier 
E ect creck mine. He had a firm. 


prie pleasure 10 meet yon" 
"Adam. 


tet” Hall Very nice” 


2 Though Twas 
Thana Leid smile and I relaxed a lite. 
Dosier: papse ^ fitting and a screen test, T ipee 
ds jt took to loo 
bour me in the few secont 
Dest mole up e p pout how Tong it had taken him to decide 
mere ta ‘er movie Tarzan and L-A- Rams linebacker 
that be Sr im for the part. Why, I didn't find out unti) 
US cuoi is that thelr features and. physiques were too. 
pcr zu uy vanied qo Jook at TV star Ty Hardin for the rola, 
acht sy studying to be a preacher or something.) 
= ae. again, reeling the dogs in like brook trout. They 
ie saucy ‘and sat by his aide. He didn't invite Lew and me to 
Pini py ch ak us where we stood In the pecking order 
“J understand you've been doing a spaghetti western," Bill said, a 
isle condexcendingly, 1 thought 
Spaghetti westerns were made- 
juu becoming the rage in the 
beneficiary 
Yes, jus finished one,” 1 told him, "The Relentless Four." 
"Sort of like The Magnificent Seven?" Charlie asked 
Right." 
without the budget for all seven, 
Maughed out loud. The man had wit 
Now the eversigilant Lew said, “He's been offered 
bigger one, that starts shooting next month." 


“So you came back just for th p 
"No Laid," his?" Charlie asked, 


i. | "E flew in to spend some 


taly slices of Americana that were 


ies, with Cli 


Eastwood the biggest 


Dorier observed. 


another film, a 


Ume with my two children.” 


ioteboak. ant 
that had been said. 
Are annar in Ml acr ol 


" 
to deside whether or not ter pu 
ver weekly series (T'A contarredd 
hree years belore), And, 


Hough anyone could have thas 
PCan you read something noy: 
and Charlie handed me ine i 


ge Reeves had d 
and the only 


had been forgotten. 
work that wondecdul 
av the 

dev Tarzan was playing 
don i cro i ihe ume bacheto rain forest 
Screw i, I thought. Don't overunalyze, There were exceptions to 
and besides, 1 hadir't even gotien the part ye 


rule, 
bar opened the script, began reading, and almost at once started 
hing. 
beg shot me a look of horror. "What's wrong? 
adjoining conference room. "Nothing." 1 said. 
Ws funny" 


F "Enjoy" Dozier chuckled, watching me as we le 
“L hope so," F said, as Charlie shut the door. 


"Hilarious; Tanswered, without looking up. I didn't want vo stop. 
knew writer Lorenzo Semple by reputation, a young T 


k living 


"Lew clapped a hand on my shoulder and immediately began w Jn Spain who'd made his name by coming up with unexpected, bril- 
“hell” me on Dozier, lest I be put off by his manner. One of the ras andy innovative twists on tired themes. And, as T read, it didn't take 
Td left Hollywood was that 1 didn't like the polished ones who ws. Jong for me to find out just what he'd brought to the party: a wild. 
limousines for you one day and wouldn't take your calls the nex Unbridled sense of fun, humor, and adventure tied up in a neat bundle. 

“They're okay, once you get to know them," Lew said. "With BE ‘Met a few minutes, I. was on the foor 

the bullshit’s all on the outside. Inside, he's a nice guy.” Antheseript, Batman had just entered a restaurant, in full costume 


4 


was q 
Ne Ae believed i, 
weis NOOR this guy oy 


a “That's what's wy ntes 
I" Lew said: He folded away his 


A groaned. "You've gor to dan, 
nois" I said. "T ean do vomer 


‘came to me. That may sov 


Y Dist seven years 
Sugarfoot, 77 Sunset Spip, 
up, OF put on trial, Nor 


scene gave me ideas. 
“ike his Lew." Laid. Lhe ita tor 
lot" 1 stopped re 
Het ire aad looked at him. "And you know Lene re 
STAN" Lew said, "but you should take seme ane ge 
Jenn go to the commissary and talk it over ud 
TOOK my head. The uuh was, 1 wanted v ag di 
Brit wa le nothing I'd ever read, and 1 didt wam 1o di qc 
George Reeves oF Clayton Moore or Johnny Weisner ar grt 
ehe. I just wanted to do i 
T iid 90 to Lew, and as 1 resumed reading he rose and bed 
back to Dozier's office. Through the open door, I heard him s, f 
likes i—" 
“H thought he might.” Charlie replied 


"—but we don't want to do a screen test.” 
Vstopped reading, Lew was a small, very smooth and Table ras. 


1 wondered if he was out 


me, tos ong 


m on bin ew ye all em this altero 
w 
ier dun wee nali corect: 
ien Jed. bim walk into the conference. 
se e port tem Tn Lew ultimatum. "Very gace 
He sis replied, ety 
a : aed, bus 
Puget «Charlie asked, "No funny 
nce Chi 
Ju bot very ve fines sns 
ean e 
‘ean do anything 
feet tied ore shaken they got busy 
Ten hands were shaken t 
Vae ad Chai het, pt for a wiry nineteen eareld 


: 2d Do nd thought might 
Gervis, whom Dozier knew a 
named Sparky 


Dd tobin. 
ona s sidekick, Ri 


p shouted from the other side of the door: 


h costume 
— Ly from this point forward, wit 
Te me Si’ screen tost a few days after that Re 
neat day and S 
aedi begin wo weeks ter. 
rid ood beside his car parked jast onside the bungalow, 
e qne and 1 uhanked him not just for his help, but for 
E Ide ore the years. Lasked if he thought I'd done the right 
thing 


"ou wanted the part 

"dj" 

He shrugged. "Th 
making TV history, This is going to be a big. visit 
very many actors who'd lose sleep over the fact that thirty or forty mil- 
fon people will know your name who didn't know it before. 

T nodded. He was right about that. Tt was going to be a big pro. 
doction, and from what Dozier had said, it was going to be first rate 
the mos: expensive hour in television history. And it would have the 
added prestige of being filmed in color, which fewer than half the 
Detwork shows were at the time. Assuming 
the pilot episode, Batman would also be 
Pro successive nights every week, with wor 


you did the right thing. Besides, you'll be 


e show. I don't know 


ABC was enthusiastic about 
heavily promoted, shown on 


rid-class guest stars, 


isp for a we 
f town. As the city 
ang hill sar in the backseat of the sedan, pretending ts 
"t horse. chasing outlaws ust as Hoppy had done. Joliet 
‘was the outlaw: young brohers always are. 
remembers vividly that near the end of the drive, on a Weep 
jut before we turned into our long grave! driveway, 1 turned 10 
fica cloud of summer fallow dust that swirled sky. 


d like a tor- 
Twatched as a horse and rider churned and slid over the brow to- 


(us The Morgan mare was plunging down the hill, and the rider was 
waving his big hat as if he hadn't seen us in ten years, He had the reins in 
his teeth, which gave him a dashing wide smile, and in his hands he held 

nille At that moment I was back in my seat at the Roxy 
Scenes like that were not unusual to. Adele 
ME po me Adele says she never saw such a look of awe on à kid's face 
se one 1 had as T vatched the hand ride toward us, And when he 
"asini isis = my dad stopped, she says she didn't know which 
PRY OSS or my mouth. I must have felt like T was the 


and my dad, but they 


luckiest 


ind of re inner be e à si wos y 


Dimarch when we vi her in Wala Willa d a, 
Hing ded poer John or pretended chickens n "s 

Muffato, a yaong person is forrunare ir pe VI ee 
ho senses how important an unfetiesest sy ny" s 
eati nurtures thin. Hoppy may have bo 
enthusiastic encouragement was ever 
“dives to thie dry and 1 arm grateful 

(Sadly. my mother was a different sory. The qi 

ereutoely death has given John and Fee, 
"and even laugh at lier miadventures a 


Mellon 


mag, 
Mek 


9 yg, 


Tn the 1940s and ther demons 

Quite beautiful, ralented and headstrong, she war 
ter ol attention. She sang and played the pianu ang = icin 
Tad in the local historical pageants, She was the query aren t 
Pendleton Roundup while the greatest of all he ead Hollen 
men. Yakima Canutt, was being t om 
She won a scholarship to study 
married my father she uprooted him and an infant me ftom eb 
field, to live in the Hollywood Hills. My brother, John, was born tee 
but three ywars later it became clear that there was too much ditracion 


the best of her. It y 


led as the best alfaround coto 


pera in Los Angeles, and after de 


and.tesponsibility in her life for her ever to become a star. We retunet 
to the Walla Walla Valley. and Mother was never able to overcome be 
frustrations and bitterness, or balance family life with career. name 
e told me that she blamed my birth forest 
ie Joan Crawford. Perhaps she believed that a 


ment of pique, she oi 
that she hadn't becos 


_ — 


Fuoco eror 


n 
-— 
3 smering Ihar feit 


«e sahumat ver fuf 


d. howe #8 
: noch © 


and wa 


wos ar aman on a 
cof coke sur 
he and 


as Uhe 
pe i 

Pa doen a ih 
ber mn w 


a big impression 


mwe t 
a her melodram: 
ple, made 


spond 


then 
happened to wander Buougli 
ictims of my 


"roli from pe 
nre Every VIP who h 
me weve the nights that bn ye 


m. Man 


» the stairway m 


is listening en 


eral Jimmy Dooie, Alan 


m 
Laid. and l 
laughed and. sang 
got down at my 


anl 
mother's woirecs 
Between 
nights of eavesdrop 
png and. Satu 
mornings at the old 
Rosy in Walla 


Walla, I knew there 
was a bigger and 
more exciting world 
Mus mine out 


there 
When 1 Jook 
tack now. 1 realize 


At age one with my 
grondfather, Bill Speer, of his ranch 


that my mother's 


indiscretions and 


hero weakticwes 


'elebrities Eerntially. thong, 


I of friends about what she vas a "er 
A was a blow ter his pride. he fej veo behind gu, 
too, Though my mother's aspir Was baent to die 


loser to, 


h Y about the p 
where she had failed. My father. on he Pe 


'of me; even though he lr « 
"mother. Inside. I'm sure he'd have p. 
ux Johu would do. But he never ler or 
todo, he was behind me 

Yen my mother married Dr. Paul Fothen, y 
stone mansion. John and 1 went with them, sa 
to be in the big city. When 1 was founee, erm 
for boys in the muburbs, Lakeside School, Naas te 


p randin making a man out of a boy it helped tury Me 
“aden. After several unfortunate, rebellious false x 


"re y. 
m 
hat dg 


a about tha, 


lie moved to Seay 


dreamer im 


^ y ros has lande 
tradh (juch as “borrowing” the school bus for dates), 1f ha 
1 found ay 


ding and gota real head start on life, | learned the discipli 
ipline to becomes 
very good athlete, was voted president of the student body, and mae 
few lifelong friends. 1 remain grateful to the teachers who were di 
Henged rather than daunted by my restlessness and high spiri 
Summers were spent working on ranches or in canneries to help 
earn money for college, which I wanted to attend in my hometown, Wile 
Walla has two famous institutions: Whitman College and the Waihingse 
State Penitentary. | managed to graduate from the former with adage 
in literature and psychology, though those who joined me for wild idee 

‘on horseback or motorcycles said I belonged in the latter 
By this time T also had a young wife, whom I'd met and mel 


jeri 1 was thinking 
te rmi 1 G lnk 
m 5 
a k rice Vni writing, But T didn't get to 
p^ ned ks, someone from the McClatchy 
pne there aie rage in Sacramento, California, heard 
em vise "e and offered me a job. 
mem de "could always geo back to school. 
rs. Sx. directing, and voicing radio 
ic citous 1 


“innovative,” 
be described 


rom then on- 
was fired from McClate 


iy during commercial 

Pe. tem crude Howard Stern) even though my invent 
Baci audience awareness of the sponsors. Having tasted the real 
World; 1 didn't want to go back to school; in fact, I dec ided 1 wanted 
vate The army draft board obliged. 1 had been accepted into Naval 
OCS, but 1 went for the army because it was only a twentour month 
hitch, and after basic training I was assigned to the Signal Corps. I was 
part ofa team that was starting a military TV station in San Luis Obispo, 
‘California. When we finished there, I was sent east, to Fort Monmouth, 
New Jeney, to do the same. 

The work was fascitating. TV was just starting to heat up, and being 
Amvolved with that new technology made me feel like Dr. Huer in the 
Uso dua T had a radio background; now I was finding a place 

After my discharge, Billie Lou and 1 remained 7 
worked as a milkman. The only memorable cud 


hy alter a year for being too 
js (my irreverence can best 


enes in- 


experience I had making 


P 


Would have 


he'd be 
man, | ke 
p 
ering the 
the storm 


winds finally 4 
ip 
over my mk 
What a me 
SUI milk to cican up! I ended up having to hitch back to the f 
e dairy was impressed and actually gave me a medal for mi, 


Toanslip above and beyond the call of dury 

Men we had enough money saved up (or so we thought), my wie 
‘and [went to Europe on a walking tour. It was 
We fan out of money early. We blew it fast on warm Italian hospital 
an the Isle of Capri. But it was a grand adventure and some of m 
rough edges were polished away by the s 
ee mat After three months of trekking through Italy, Switzerland, Ger 
Many, and France, we returned to Walla Walla. We planned to stay on 
the farm for about six months while 1 went to work to replenish o 
empty coffers, 


walking tour because 


phisticated, cultured peop 


But things didn't quite work out that way: Robert Burns was righ 
When he wrote that “the best laid schemes o` mice 
Bley." However, I must confess that I've always preferred the wisdom ol 
Horace, who wrote, Misce stultitiam consiliis brevem: Dulce est desipere in b 

Mix a little foolishness with your serious plans: It's lovely to be sl 


AM the right moment. 


n’ men gang alt 


WI SILLINESS that Hi 
© spoke of c 
Tz letter from a childhood and colege tig a ta we 
While my wife and 1 were busy bach Ca het à 
Pong arom 


bad gone to Haw 
pad g he wp TV nay gad 


back in those days in Hawaii, but Carl w 


do 
"As always wu bra. 


was the bigger draw 


Carl and I had worked togeih 


in Vocal radin diving 
Hasoil t. to. cond EDS 


ple who though: a 


he was convinced that if 1 eame to 


At the time, not mam 


olulu....except maybe Carl. Serious thespiais headed for ME 
Los Angeles, and London. That left the South Pacific wide 

It made me. Besides, Cir assured me that the wend 

at the scenens 

spectacular were the women. 1 only told my wife abili 
scenery, and t the following week 

We moved in with Carl for a few weeks, sleeping on a sfa bed m 
the living room of his apartment. I played assorted characters on Carls 
show, did spots on the local CBS affiliate, acted in dinner theater, and 
drawing upon my literature background, wrote what Leonsidered to be 
hot copy for an advertising agency. Not many admen came to Hawai 
either. After several months, Carl and 1 also started a busines 
bought a used airplane, learned to fly, and hand-painted the old bird 
with what we thought was a compelling mou of yellow pineapples and 
Breen palm fronds. We planned to earn extra money by fying visitor. 
around the island, and though | didn't have a c rcial licent, tio 


body bothered to em times 


ask in those balmy, more i 


Unfortunately. harsh reality did ser in early in yyy 
nds. While [ w as b hi 


a lousy husband once we hit the Isl. 
copywriting and flying and doing so 
my wife was working for Standard Oil, 1 saw very little « 
gotta blow a handsome, older man who was top exec 
had plenty of free time and vea 
gine her the attention she needed 
Twas upset with myself for having let things reach ther’ 
PHN y 


Talo knew that there wasn't much 1 could have oy, 


tion of twelve 


i. Worki 


nice sailboat: he aly 


“inner life" that had fired the ima 
Arold fip, ¢ 


B creatively when 


as coming to life in Haw 
the 


derson 
tain came up or the cameras came on 


good feelings I hadn't found elsewhere 


least, and in a bittersweet meeting we 


M ife ung 
lerstooq i 
"greed t0 a quick, amicay 
vorce, à 
1 wasn't alone for long, however 


beautiful dancer who had come from Tahiti as 
was Ngatokoruaimatauaia Frisbie Dawson; I 
shart courtship we were married. She became 
daughter, Jonelle, born in 1957, and my oldest son, Hunter, bomi 
1958. 

I did my first film work back then as 


Just two months later 1 me 
^ young girl. Her name 
led her Nga. After ry 


the mother of my olde 


well, though both experienc 


w if someone was trying totdi 


were so bizarre that I have to wonder ne 
me something 


Late in 1956, casting people from United Artists came to Haal 
operator in a film called Viak 


looking for an actor to play a radio 
Island. Boris Karloff was the star, with Ri 
man and Beverly Tyler as the leading lady. Karloff was playing a de 


xdes Reason as the leading 


bunker of the supernatural who is brought to a tropical island bya 
e zombies roaming about a 


desort owner to find out if those really 
Simply guests who weren't getting a good night's sleep. Somethitt 


along those lines. 


ø 
Most of the film was being shot in Los Angeles, but the ee 


recently, Jurassic Park was filmed. The 
meone who was not just photogenic, 


best and mos. un 
A prop guy and I d 


Were flown over toy. 
that looked and rode as if it were left ove. ^o Kay 


actually managed to underbid Carl 
h for having "connections 


P The crew was supposed to have followed, but afte 

Io wonder if maybe the plane had gone down, 1 
matched my costume slowly mildew for 

Lo try the radio. 1 cranked it up, but it didn'y Work, ofo 

Esatithere as morning became afternoon and the Praes 

fo dark blue to blue-black. Before long, 


Jury, 
ent from 
icking out cop 


"t ab ha 
n't about to go crawl 
spiders and land crabs to find the beach in the q H 


d up and went to sleep, prepared to suffer for my ar 
Twas up with the sun the next morning, 
is, T made my way to the shore 
grew, no plane. Dutifully, 


larkness, s] 
t 


and after picking a fe 
and waited 


1 returned to my post and ate mote 


“Ald more bananas. It was two full days before the crew showed up 
hie director, Reginald Le Borg, had been preoccupied with Mr. Rar 
lihe prop guy thought the second unit director had gone t 
iid vice versa. When the crew finally showed up, the prop na 
^ glad to find me alive and Le Borg was thrilled 
“weathered” look. 1 offered them bananas We 
It back to Honolulu, Naturally, I never did ge 
had come and gone while I was going nait 
o listen to Carl and my wife and 


‘on the island telling me how gracious and softapelen and woii 
ebe on Toft had been. Even Peaches had gotten to meet Ini, 
ue n wed equally lnsasplcioUe, 1 eis called QNSE 
x, Pee about the Japanese invasion of the Philippines, and Itseirted. 

ine fame. 
sed epos F. Sears, didn't want actors but three scuba di- 
nd I went to the audition, Only three of us stowed üpi got the 
V m rowek gig. Td never dived before, bid TRAE ike KORR 
Fee ther wea guys, Id be Okay. Mow tangi: could Jc De Mf e ERR 
Fah to swim, T knew how to breathe. 

The scene was being shot in gorgeous Haunauns Bay, and Gd 
for us to jump off a boat, stay under while the stars talked among 
themselves on deck, then come up when they were finished and ciani 
aboard. Our stern Boston-born director didn't tell us how we'd know. 
he was finished, and he was such a gruff soul that none of us wanted 
to ask. We figured they'd fire a gun or shine a light or shout Wilt 
bullhorn to let us know when to surface. There had ta be some Kind 
of standard operating procedure for things like this, and we'd know it 
when we saw it 


pe } 


As we suited up, I watched what the other two divers were doing 
and did the same thing, Piece of cake. Unfortunately, we were jumping 
off the boat together, so 1 didn't get to see how that was done. At 
"action," I leapt, and when 1 hit the water, the heavy iron tank rode 
up my back and cracked me in the skull. Dazed, 1 half-swam, halfsunk 
to the bottom. On the way down, I lost sight of the other two divers 
but my eye caught a chunk of coral; afraid that 1 might bob up and 
1 wrapped my arms around it to stay down, Floating 

there professionally like a strand of seaweed, I promptly passed out 
Thave no idea how much time elapsed, but the next thing I knew 
1 was breaking the surface of the water. Instantly alert, like e 

Herman saying, “L meant to do that," I looked around and made 
the boat. The other two divers were about twenty yards ahead oi 
already there, with the director and his. camera on. 
reached over the side and pulled me up. 
The director 


ruin the scene 


As host of the Kini Popo Show 
You Were the only one who knew what he was de 
"ip too soon!” 
T thanked him, my head throbbed, anc 
Mision, As 1 walked off, I concentrated on n 


spelling my moment of triumph 


ing! You didn’t come 


1 flashes of red stained my 


ot falling to my knees and 


ost DANS, if T had no television show to do with Kini Pope. 

his pal Peaches, no live commercials for Piggly Wiggly 

Primo Beer, or Thrifty Florist, I'd head out to the Honolulu In- 
ternational Airport to greet incoming tourists. Grouped with well 
browned native Hawaiians who were doing the same thing, T would sort 
of stand out like a white missionary as I murmured, "Aloha, Aloooolia. 
Welcome to my beautiful island." Then 1 would drop slightly wilted — 
day-old plumeria leis from—where else?—Thrifty Florist around pink, 
mainland necks. As ! did so, I was able to present my card: 


Kamanina Tours 
Oahu from the air 
Safe Fun Reasonable Private 


See mone quicker 


Our names and phone number were there as well (though some 
joker once called and asked for Seymour Quicker), and as gentle trade 
winds 


feather-dusted away mainland inhibitions we would actually get 
calls to fly people around. As I usually had less to do than Carl, l'ended 
Up doing most of the flying 

One morning, my leis fell around the necks of Jack Wilens and his 


and they called that afternoon to arrange a tour. It was a flight 
that would change my life, 


wife. 


The air was calm as we went up the next morning, updrafts lifting 
us high over the Pali cliffs as we banked toward the windward surfline. 
The Wilenses were enjoying the ride, and as our conversation | 
friendlier, 1 told them that Ewas an aspiring 


"we'll make an eve, 


ning of 
He and his wife a 


the performance, 
effusive with their praise, and bei 
Pictures to his office in Hollywood, 
d him; even if nothing came of it, | 


Fore Lew left he 


He seemed sincer 


Te and 


Appreciated his in 
) ter 
It back to my routine, and a week later, much to my B 
t, Lew was on the other end of a bad phone Connec 
ood. i 


is Voice crackled about work of some kind 
kind of work?" I asked, 

Whe yelled. “For TV. They're doing 
like you could be a cowboy." 


Brew up in a saddle," I told him 
ie the wind right over." 


! you send me some photos?" 
problem," I said. “You'll have them in a few days, special 
" 


a lot of them, and 


"What do 1 have to do? I 


elated as I hung up the phone, though I wasn't quie surel 
f 0 be able to deliver the photos. After living in Hawaii ic 
ew that western-type clothes would be difficult oa 

‘Wore heavy cowhide or buckskin to the beach, and E 
i aloha shirts. But 1 went to the wardrobe 


shots that were kind of heroic, and off they went to. 
de heard nothing for several weeks. Meanwhile, Carl decided to ditch 
business and move to remote Rarotonga in the Cook Islands, Talk 
show career change! He said that Hawaii was becoming too eivilized, 
sieut gie Twas sorry to sce my friend go, he did leave me The Kini 
Ede au De cusp Nea o bey T and told him he 
could tell Hollywood casting agents that 1 was a bona fide TV Mar... 
at least on Oahu. 
And so I w 


d, excited for a while, then nervous, then disap- 
pointed, and finally resigned to the fact that I'd never hear from Lew 
again. 1 understood well my mother's frustration. 

But there were nice memories from this period, too. I was excited 
when nineteen-yearold Natalie Wood came to town to promote the 

miian opening of her film The Searchers, In any walk of life, there 
e people vc and lasting impression— 
Natalie was one of those: warm, intelligent, and charming 

My TV station sent me to emcee the Hawaiian premiere, and ast 
escorted Natalie to the microphone in front of the theater, several fans 
asked for my autograph, Mine, not hers. 1 couldn't hav 
PR. 

‘How do they know you?" Natalie 
“I have a TV show, 
"What kind?” 
Morning,’ 


meet who make an instant 


'e paid for better 


ed, apparently impressed. 
` T said with a casual, it'sno-big-deal shrug. 


I said evasively. My necktie suddenly felt very. tight, 
“I's a variety show, sort of 


"Is it all your own?" 
“Not really. T share it with a very talented performer named 
Peaches," 

“A native?” 


“No,” I said. ** 


A transplant, like me," 


Trying to change the subject, I fervently hoped that she didn't turn 
on the TV the next morning 


i b An evening with 
m back by midnight," she added, 


pres EE mmn Pai with a liu yy 
-. Unfortunately. as we talked, I realized that 1 Was alone in fay 
about our future, Natalie was going on about former loves 
and Elvis Presley, and her new flame, Raymond Burr, Ru 
d a crush on Perry Mason himself. The actor who fought Godly 
"put of court and so many other villains in. 
The rest of the evening was a little spoiled as I tried not to picture 
‘the two of them together. (Not Godzilla. Raymond.) However, | n. 
f solved to get to Hollywood, play a movie or TV hero, and see Natalie 
` again on equal terms. It was a shallow motivation, 1 know, but I needed 

Something to jump-start things. 

Midnight curfew arrived, and as 1 said good night to Natalie, her 
mother, and Lana at their hotel door, I told them to keep an ee 
peeled, since I planned to be in Hollywood one day soon. They smiled 
Politely and withdrew quickly, though Lana’s green-eyed gaze caught 


in the future. 
teks later I was the guest of honor in the Banyon Court dl 

lotel at Waikiki for a rowdy farewell lunch. Mine. Let 
W days after my date with Natalie and said that 
test. So it was aloha to the islands P^ 


local fame. But the truth. was, T couldn't do what T. 
1 hated to leave my family, but I promised them and myself T would 


ing, 1 threw a del on the sea and hoped it wouldn't drift 
back until my dreams came true. 


Y in here! Get mieenitract ready! This id does 


Jave the loi He's 
Hugh Benson was yelling like het just discovered sex. Was het: 
Was T that good? 
began to ente: 


Who was he kidding? 
Casting director Eddie Foy, Jr., a seiou of the famed vaudeville 

family, sprinted into the room, He stood between Benson and me, and 

While they huddled, my agent took me aside. 

“These guys want you," he suid. “You're the luckiest guy in the 

world." 


Lew Mad a charming way of making me feel; 
anything. Despite my suspicions: 


his arm in a blaci 
ky ring seen 
bird in the hand 
Benson and Orr left and went into 


and with 4 pat on his back, they fol 
ed the door, he flashed me 
T was alone, and as I sat there in the office decorated With framed 
posters, I bought into the whole ball game. Completely, | could 
ey tame and likeness on one of the posters; I could imagine a fine 
- &reenplay, something like Notorious or His Girl Friday, with me helping 
to bring it to life, 
And, of course, there would be an Oscar waiting 
T told. myself that everything I'd heard since I walked in the dow, 
IL how great I was, how Warners had to have me, was pure Holly 
xL flummery. But this was the studio where Errol Flynn and Jama 
ey, Humphrey Bogart and Bugs Bunny had fought and loved thet 
the hearts of millions. Benson's superlatives aside, these gm 
to put me on a launching pad. With the right conditions 
into the stratosphere. au T 
fore, in 1956, Warners had branched out into 
this was the era of the weste 


K silk coat 
Ding to grow pes 


a side room. Fo 
lowed the oi, 
a big smile. 


^y motione. b 
er two in, As, Foy 


Ca 


with Cheyenne the studio wax making a major commitment to 
saring 


robably factored into Benson's enthusiasm for me. 
Verte a ns fied na. Bund dest MERERI star, 1 know 
ae z d arrogant today, but then TV was considered a less 
iem vdaosiu tetigere towering movie: sereen 
e im» are hig and important, and where people go out of üwir. 
Canion you. You're in their homes. If the phane rings, you get 
an Julie dog decindo Sas AE ott 
me Ska color laid, Vane beginning to launch some extraordi- 
s careers, for the likes of Charlton Heston, Jack Lemmon, and 
Feet it Reoujao ida being stupid. And even il didn't 
Enc icon rnit maiera Kae Vd been when 1 
had Peaches it my lap. 


bis evaporated. 1 was beginning to feel as if I'd just caught 
a long bomb for a touchdown. 


Lew emerged triumph. 


a price agreed upon: a whopping $250 
dollars a week. Less the agent's commission. Although 


1 fel uncom: 
fortable with the low figure 


Lew said that it was more than the other 
actors on the lot had gotten to start. At 


least 1 understood now why 


as free. Also, it kept the price 
down. It was hard to refuse a man who had just given you a raw 


Benson was so effusive in his praise: jt w 
e review, 
Not that any of that mattered. What was important was that 1 was 


in, I had a studio, Lalso had a new name: Adam West, There already 
was a "Bronco" Billy Anderson (he was the first movie cowboy) and, 


besides, Benson and Foy thought that my middle name would make a 
more memorable sur all the rage. 


est. The name stuck to 
and good friends continued to call me 


e, especially since westerns were 
As for Adam, I just liked how it looked with V 


me quickly, though my family 
Bill (and still do.) 


Benson called an 
around, and 1 walked a 
Players—Roger Moore, 
and Connie Stevens, 


assistant, a lovely young woman, to show me 
lite taller as 1 met some of my fellow contract 
Efrem Zimbalist, Jr., Bob Conrad, Jim Garner, 


ew, with 
e only thing th, 
take advantage of} 


and affable with fans. Th, 


whom i, 
Filed was when the studio tried to 


MAL gor 


L— Ewould have loved to get to know Connie Stevens better, by 
Pomer Concerta Rosalie Ann Ingolia was tight wit, Eddie Fish 
sides, Connie was kept busy being Hawaiian Eye's goofy phot, 
Cricket Blake and working in the recording studio, sj 
"Kookie" Byrnes (on “Kookie, Kookie, Lend Me 
| other stars before going solo. 
But H liked my 
be able to fraternize with fellow Actors, writers, and 
you sign as a studio contract player, you come when you're needed 
Weeks I worked every day; a few weeks I didn't work at all, Butl 
Most of the time, talking to other actors, learning what they'd 
hoped to do, listening to old-timers, and getting the kindof 
fou don’t get in schools. There were organized actors work 
never missed, and when other actors weren't working 
€ studio, sit under the warm sun, and explore Shake 
nd Tennessee Williams. It was like a college cmp 


uL 
ler. Be 
1v photographer 
inging with Ead 
Your Comb") and 


colleagues, and discovered how important it wasi 


directors. When 


Cn 


jew. project 1 did after being signed by Warner Brothers was | 
Thefi cof Colt 45. Ws star was the late: Wayde Preston, who played 


i gunslinging cowboy Christopher Colt. | was that stiveling eavaley | 
all, 


and would-be rapist whose threats and apologies had won me 


wract here. It was a choice part, a dramatic beginning for me, 
ora going to make it count. But it wasn’t easy. 


Lite did 1 know that our director, Lee “Roll Shalem, the 
speediest director on the lot, would take such a personal interest in the 
agis he said, "when 1 yell "Cut!" I don't care where you are or 

ion doing, you freeze. Gor it?" 
ur Raia: Tone eager excreted just as eager 10 please, 

We were filming out of sequence and about to shoot the climactic 
fight where the hero knocks me into a lake. 1 was going to do the four- 
foot fall myself; no problem for a guy fresh from the Hawaiian surf 

"Roll'm" had me knocked into the lake eight times: each time | 
was in mid-fall, he'd yell cut. He'd give me hell in front of everybody 
because I didn't stop when he said to, then send me struggling back 
up the muddy bank. He'd wait impatiently while 1 poured the water 
from my boots, and watch as I got the stuffing knocked out of me some 
more. 

This, as it turned out, was my hazing. When 1 found out that was 
why "Roll'm"' had given me a rough time, I had a good laugh. He later 
told me that one of the reasons he'd felt frustrated directing the Su- 
perman show with George Reeves was that they used an ensemble cast, 
and victims were few and far be 
happy. 

During my first year at Warner Brothers, I worked almost every day 
and guest-starred in most of the series the studio was producing: Ha- 
watian Eye, Maverick, 77 Sunset Strip, Sugarfoot, and others. In 1959, 1 
made an hour-long TV pilot of my own, The Frontier World of Doc Halli- 

h inspired by the success of Gunfight at the O.K. Corral two years be 
fore. Actually, 1 thought it carried the vogue ‘of the realis 
Western too far. Holliday was a dentist and a drunk: 

and though it didn't happen y 


tween. Wasn't it nice I could make him 


^W * 
pe a few months alter The Young Philadelphians opened, Yau 
€ up a half-million dollars to buy out the dum T 

js contract. It proved to be a good investment: he got nearly a 
o I million dollars for his next fi, Sweet And of Yoube, "d 
aar fee 
back. 
arre mill relatively happy to be getting my $250 a week, but 1 haye 
imit that Paul's example made a big impression on me.I began to 
ander bow I'd do on my own. 
and the x 1t didn't take me long to find out. 
b 


that same year I gor my fing 
Bilin, The Young Philadelphians, in which Paul Newman and Barbara Rud 


- played an ambitious lawyer and his high-society girlfriend. Thou 
we're contemporaries, I played Paul's rotten stepfather in a flashback 
Paul's work on the film was an inspiration to me. He was very ip: 
and professional, and he was generous with whomever he war 
p 
Wing opposite. His commitment helped make us all look good, and 
prised to learn from one of the costars that he wasn't happ 
tor the film. In fact, he wasn't happy with Warner Bode 
d. At first I was taken aback to hear that this Me 
ki Prestigious films was disgruntled. Then I leamed 
u i dio loaned hit 
id $25,000 a film, even when the stu : 
cing the difference). Considering tht 
The Lang, Hal $ 
Up There Likes Me, 


1 


A fine character actor lived next door, 
odd years old and a veteran of such classics. 


encouraging. I'd tell Vir whati 
in the workshops, and he'd tell me what would and wouldnt 
the “reel” world. He also told me which directors to watch utt 
What they liked to see, and whom never to cros 

One thing Regis reminded me of'over and over again was that this 
WAA fickle business, especially where leading men were concemed. 
"You could be hot one day, ice the next. You could be cold one day, 
And suddenly your look is “in” and you're on top of the world 

“It’s also cruel," he would tell me. shaking his head; “The studios 
are loyal as long as you enhance their hand. When they don't need 
you, you're discarded,” 

l wondered if Regis had been tapping my 
after The Frontier World of Doc Holliday failed to 
renewed, Warner Brothers provided 


agent's phone. Not long 
sell, my contract was not 
a lot of programming for ABC, 
and when the studio swung and missed, creative heads rolled, In this 
“ise, T took the fall for Holliday. They figured I'd made a bad impres 
sion on the network and they'd never want to see me in. anything again, 
(ABC, of course, is where Batman en 

I was given one d 


to suppo, "ta 
At various studios, I did bit parts jn ar PY Y 
including one for Kellogg's thar ide 


t 

and I didn't M P» 
^w 

- T also went to a lot of parties, my agent havin, 


IE convi 
the way for a free-lancer to become known eL ha 


n by di 
and stars. I've always disliked large show-bie Bee 


i who's there has come either to impress or be fe 

os R feted, 
l'acting, this is where some of the best and worst and most B 

performances are given. 


© However, there are always people who don't 
- one in particular stands out in my memory: Gary 


play the Rame, ang 
Cooper. I only gg. 


___ him once, at a party thrown by a producer in the Hollywood Hills lu. 
no-one before or since has impressed me as much as he did. 

) Of course he stood tall and had charisma and was a Star. You koa 

] 


that just from watching him on the screen. What you didn't know we 
—— hat he was also a fine gentleman. 

_ We both happened to be standing nearly shoulder to shoulders 
"one point, talking to no one, when he turned to me and offered Me 


I shook his hand and smiled. 
West. It's. a pleasure to meet you, Mr. Cooper: Í 


ing inthe sec! 
1 laughed and we talked about our backgrounds, I was surprised qo. 
earn that he didn't grow up on a ranch but was the son of a state 
Jen pe court judge, had been educated in England, and had come 
M Lo Angeles to be a political cartoonist, We talked for about a half 
hour, about horses, about cartoonist Thomas Nast, and about politics, 
without ever once mentioning movies, and he seemed very happy about 
that. When he died just over a year later, at the age of sixty, I felt as if 
rd Jost a patron saint, Certainly Hollywood had Jost one of its class acts, 
I saw Natalie again at another party. I wasn't exactly the conquering 
hero I'd vowed to be, but she seemed happy to see me—once I re 


minded her who I was. I asked how Raymond was, 
"Things have cooled,” she said. 
J couldn't resist: "Burrrerr;'" T said, shivering, 
She looked at me strangely, then went to get a drink. 


respond with fiestas for the cast and crew, 
apaia on 


There was one absolutely gorgeous young Indy at 
the sweetest face and smoothest skin I've ever son, u 


ing with her early in the evening. Around about the fou 


Of them, dazzled as 1 
partner s big brows eyes, until Vfelta sharp pain in my arm. 


1o my left, saw the male half of the new couple glaring at me, 
blood on the sh of my jacket. 


The guy had stabbed me. Talk 


about curing in. 

* that anything had happened, and 
Rather than make a stand and have 
himself a piece of gringo, moved 
and bleeding, until I was near the exit, 
he street. A quick back. 
aw my attacker and three other men leave their 
and push through the crowded floor in my direction, 

s like a scene from an Alfred Hitchcock film. What do you do 
in a case like thisè 


There were no cast members or crewmen nearby, and even ifthere 
nd been, dida't know i they'd be sober enou ' , 


My dancing partner was unawar 
TWasi't sure how badly I was hurt 
every man in the village try to get 
away with my partner, dancing 
Excusing myself, 1 walked throu 
ward glance and 1 s 
Partners 


ugh the gate 


Tt wat 


p 


k, Steve Nelson, irport for the flight back to LA. lr was an interesting end) 


due at ihe P suit of Geronimo, and preferable to what the dour 
dy heroic pur 


Pedro had in mind. 


Geronimo was ih 


Detectives, starring 


lote Robert Taylor 


a great film, but the producers of the TV series 

ioni were impressed enough with my performance to make me 
The Dese the Robert Taylor series, The show had been on for two 
ext Sod was expandiig to an hour, dii. colon, and i was Nirod ag 
detective Sgt. Steve Nelson, 


ons aid 

inclot 
plar P ns üfty r behind him. 
ler Arlington Brugh was a fine if formal gentleman. 


t the time, with a long movie ca 


Spa 
he former Sp 
e didit socialize much with hix fellow actors, Though he way utterly 


ional, 1 got the feeling that he didn't enjoy the show much. His 


profes 
own MGM movie 


dor a place to hide. 
I had: my choice of 
a darkened door 
way or a tortilla 
wagon full of stear- 


tract had not been renews 


3, and with nothing 
he'd turned to TV to pay the bills. There's nothing. 


che in the offic 


song with that, of courve, though he seemed ta resent having gone 


Í from cosarring with Jean Harlow and Joan: Crawford and Katharine 
1 Hepburn to uttering weekly variations of “Hold it right there!" and 


ing corn tortillas. 1 Pot your hands up!" I's unfortunate how, with just a few different 

ia for the latter. T didn't know where the owner was, por a, dd blips along the way, a leading man like Gary Cooper can continue to 

as Í shut the lid and held my breath LJ get topdrawer movies until the end, while someone like Robert Taylor 
You can't hear much with a layer of tortillas over yog; ein and m a Jot about acing a REDE "o 

Thy therefor several minutes, catching my breath, hoping the mes BEN Len med:n lot about acting from: Robert Ti oed Me 

would go away. Suddenly the lid flew of pa acting for the close-up camera in particular. Falso learned more about 


en and a young woman ke 
$ man kokat Ve silences He taught me how not saying or showing things gives the 
ni Tt was María, one of the makeup ladies from the film « " AERE 


Wiewer's imagination a chance to fill in the emotional painting, We did 


T'd expected a take-out order or a machete 


thirty segments before we were canceled. 


“Señor West," she said with some passion 
Ltold her what had happened 
"Oh, that was Pedro," she said 
property, He owns the local brothel 
With an eye on the future, I told her 1 was sorry and asked ifie 


re you all right? 


The roles kept coming. a few g 


1, most middling, some terrible 


ta 1963 1 supported Sandra Dee and Peter Fonda in. Tammy and the 


and vou were dancing with is Doctor and had a small role as Captain Blekeley in Soldier in the Rain, 


iring Steve McQueen and Jackie Gleason, My name didn't make the 


posters of either film. 1 wax also the star of a notbad little film called: 


would relay my regrets to Pedro. She said that he wouldn't listen, aad Mara of the Wilderness, in which 1 raise a little girl who spent her early 
Tshould come with her. I didn't need a second invitation Years growing up in the wilds. 

She helped me climb from the tortilla wagon, and 1 followed be My best role during this period was on a show that bas since bee 

o her small room down the street. 1 showered, she dressed my wouk tome a cult favorite, The Outer Limits. | starred with Rudy Solari in an 

ANA Ghee again I discovered that the kindness of strangers is imens *pisode called "The Invisible Enemy," which we shot during the fall 


of 1964. It was 


E p Lr about astronauts stra on Mars with dragons livin 
Tt wasn't an altogether unpleasant night, and the next dwl About astronauts stranded on Mars with dragons living 


—— imu n 


as 
feelings) I was fourth-billed this 
|. Vie Lundin (Friday), 


he 


right Alexang 
on 2 shelf until January gg eek 
he two ml us were sufficiently well known to guarantee some es 


audience: The script was so thin that we had Ij 
‘Fide our gorgeous Arabian stallions at the head of 
OP grapes, and watch heavily made-up belly dancers at whey were: 
posed to be orgies in our command tent Joseph Gotten Comtarred a 
Antigonus, Simon Oakland was Attalos, and John Cassavetes was fy 
Tonos During the nine endless weeks in a desert outside of Sue 
Geonge, Utah, the wonderfully free-spirited John was also. my dri 
buddy in the one-bar motel; even then, he was cursing about the ‘a 
Muls/sharks/cannibals" (it changed from day to day) "who run things 
Wi Hollywood.” and was busy making plans to shoot affecting low 
budget movies his own way, which of course he did, 
"Things got a notch better in 1965, when I starred with the Thi 
iti The Outlaws Is Coming. 1 played Kenneth Cabot, a sri 
(newspaper editor and conservationist who heads out west wil 
(guess who?) to help save the buffalo. We end up bear 
gunslinger in the west, though, fortunately, Annie O 
Nancy Kovack) is there to help us. Though Mot 


itle to do e 


an army, pop a by 


eas in their late sixties. Moe in parsicular Wad the energy, 

army wert d creative pasion of a man one his age. He wa x 

ens: ie ary, bursting. with. ides... amid humor. The day we 
are E riced wo the cab and crow that the wrap pariy Would. | 

MM vien that night. And what was on the menu? Buffalo bare 

be at his 


[oe DeRita, who was the third Stooge at the rime, was in his 
we 


peene Jot ad the kid of the bunch: He was the wwectent, gentlest man 
jos ster though he insisted that he wasn't really docile, it was just 
pw evel 


i head he'd taken during his career. . .. That's why 
esr sos o te aiei to speak on the day Curly, Larry and Moe 
Jew A Ad thelr ear on the Hollywood Walk of Pamas tiea RN 
E iando croved ani a lot of press bond oraaa AA AIRA 
Bee n. Owens. They seemed to love my remarks, which only 
m em tinued popularity of our dear departed Stooges 
vp same year 1 played a villain on The Big Valley and got to work 
with one of the great ladies of American film, Barbara Stanwyck: Ma. 
Stanwyck was lively, professional, and no-nonsense, In fact, never before 
or since have T seen a star's personality so completely define the per 
sonality of the set, There were smiles but no h 


sing around (except 
for the horses), and nobody showed up late. I remember in particular 
my death sc 
totally involved and supportive that it brought out the best in me. Une 
like Robert Taylor, she never gave me the feeling that television was 
merely a stepchild to movies. Everything Ms. Stanwyck did mattered to 
her. And, I might add, even late in her career she was one of the most 
altractive women I've 


on the Jong stairway at the Barkley home: she was so 


ever met. She had a warm laugh and a wonderful, 
aestful manner. 


s MY career was picking up steam, my marriage was k 
away too much on locations. n 
ie who gave her the attention and love she 
She, Jonelle, and Hunter remained in a house in Ts 
for them, and 1 moved into a beach apartment at M 
again, my life became consumed with work, One frequ 
and realizes that there were more important things in lif 
difficult to balance auditions with Little League games a1 
with moversand-shakers with ballet school recitals. Tt doesn’ 
which one would rather do: it's always agonizing for a divora 
trying to deal with the demands of ambition in a tough prc 
Atleast 1 spent any free time Ehad with my children 
touch with them every day. In factesisn’t it always the way 
up spending more concentrated time with them now than when Twas 
married. We remain very close to this day 


Phave a nostalgic fondness for the six years T lived in the Malibu 
Apartment, in an old Mediterranean-style mansion on the beach. Thad 
about c and it opened onto the ocean, where T 


took daily swims with my German shepherd Stormy. My landlord, Sy 
Salkowitz, was a writer, and it w: 


fourth of the house. 


as his job to collect rent for the owner 
of the building, actress June Havoc, the sister of Gypsy Rose Lee. June 
had been smart: while she was caring money, she put it into real 
frate, buying buildings and even an entire town, Cannon Crossing, in. 
Connecticut. When the parts dried up, the rentals were still 1 

Tn those days, Malibu was uncrowded and a Jot of 
tacky, a house on every square foot of beachfront; it di 
money, just mystique, a sense of fun and | n an 


and the clothing designe, 
Thad some rollicking goog 
Jean Louis some h, 


Jean Log 


times 


h caused him to grow exceptio 
ouis owned two small male pug 
d aggressive little dogs. One aj 
washed in on à wave before ime 
that they broke loose from the pario 
shook the salt water from hi, 


mally ste, 
^ and q 
fiemoon, Pm 
* exciting ^ 
where 1h, 


j and fey 

d to him as I hurried toward the shore, bur ji was no ! 

work of the two pugs, and by the time | a inal Ge 

‘burying them in the sand. 1 turned and swam sow P 
ja social outcast for many weeks, though priv 
| The pugs were noisy little things, 
Louis got two new ones, She also 
gS got a little slow in Hollywood. Alexander the Great had bees 
The Outer Limits was gone. and poor Robinson Crusoe on Mes 
ting mostly kiddie matinee bookings. 1 did a few commentay 
iy the rent, including several James Bond parodies for Nestle; thee 
ere fun, and more important than I knew 


ately, Sy ang 
and quiet reigned ni 
OL stronger leashes 


t the time. 


king stock of things, I realized I'd done some good work of late 
h not in the kind of studio«driven attention-getting vehicles ow 
Paireers are built. In Hollywood, it's important to be part ofa 
success. Otherwise, it's doubly difficult. I hadn't had a hit 
ll one, and that was discouraging 

le so-called spaghetti westerns were starting to boil in Italy and 
I decided to go to Rome to try and wrangle an audition fo 
d heard about and knew I'd be right for. I checked ini? 
near the Parco Borghese, in quarters that required mé 
of marble stairs to my small room with a bed. Bat 
e me: I was in love with Ja dolar vita and det 


h Lew, 1 found an agent who arranged a meeting for me 
Thong and within a month 1 found myself starring in La 
yii the direc We shot the files in Taly and là Spalis and it was 
Quam ara ke my lines in English, the fest of the cast members 
Fee a anaes, Spanish, and it wad all fied Inthe dubbing, In fact, 
Ree rt as difficultas you UNENE rely à 
Rom ing ol ihe actors, end iia eliler.io Paci ac ERE 
z e English dialogue I've had to speak. 
io so ne event from that time that really stands out in my memory 
Tis when we: were shooting the {ast scene. The director RAA 
oe uled it for Tast because it involved dynamite: 1 suppose they were 
gastar (f thoy blew me up, they could aU (ist METEN 
Loa the explosion went off just fine. In fact, the director gota. 
ta more dramatic shot than he'd bargained for. 1 was riding along a 
ole ard the cave the special effects crew had rigged to 


dry riverbed, 
blow up. When the dynamite went off, a leathery black cloud swept 
over me as thousands of bats hurded out of their home. As the cameras 
captured the swarm, with me in the foreground, T reared my horse to 
a stop and watched as the creatures moved swiftly this way and that, 
scattering frantically into the daylight 


Ik was to be the last shot I did before playing the role of Batman. 
The symbolism was chilling and strange. All Bruce Wayne had was one 
tat flying in through a window. I had a caveful, 


Doing this movie was an exotic expe 


ice in many ways. There 
was one memorable night in Madrid when I went to an extremely pop: 


ular hangout where the stars came to listen to hot new bands. lichanced 
to meet actor Keefe Brasselle, who had become a producer and was in 
Spain scouting for locations 

As we were sitting there having a few drinks, who should take the 
Stage to thunderous applause but a drop-dead blonde Keefe said was 
Doris Day. 1 hadn't heard she was in town, but naturally 1 trusted the 
word of a man who'd insisted on buying the drinks, and T assumed she 
Was probably here filming a sweet romance, 

Doris began singing and 1 fell in Just. She wasin fine voice, poised 
and beautiful and wearing a clinging dress, her silver-blond hair shim- 


Mering in the light. 1 thought the screen didn't do-her justice; 1 
Couldn't take my eyes off her. 


est man in old Madrid, 
finished, 1 asked Doris to joi 
buddy. Keefe delicately exen, 
lot of eye contact, and After wee, 
back to my suite at the Plaza to, 
drinks. The flickering lights or 
fished her skin with a soft pink i Peel 
ihi was hungry. Her breathing became tip Dy 
ested we go to the bedroom, She murmur liy, 
like this. Our passion will have no boun a 
-need a second invitation, She went in Ahead o m 
ilto the floor. She slipped into bed and 1 ro. Ie 


Owed. Thi, 
delicate nymph was mine. My busy hands roamed lionis. 


locking reality, 
astic cup, [ leapt out < 


4 d, 


w 


d passionately caressed a cold, hard pla 
swearing. 

“What’s wrong?" she cooed, 

“Who the hell are you?" I was shaking, 


“I thought you knew, you rogue." She seemed hurt and Surprised, 
She told me who she was. Or he did. Or both, 


My Doris was a hermaphrodite who taught scuba diving asa man 
f day and went out as à woman by night. She said she sang at that 
nigh regularly and that Keefe knew who she was; she thought hed 


JV siid he hadn't, and after pouring myself a drink, sitting dom, 
d tying to get over my embarrassment, I confess I became curiow 
this strange person. We talked for most of the night, and I heard 
ing life story. I occasionally wonder what happened to Dons 
bittersweet vision of him still singing in that cellar by night 
but still young in spirit, still searching for an affair “wih 
limits.” R 
re a hit overseas and did all right in W 
Asa result, I was offered several other foris" 


e 


xd about that, The Halians treated me with respeety the 

1 felt goo had a reputation for being loyal, the pictures had good 
fans in CN jes (even if the scripts were on the thin side), and the 
prodotto vod. 1 was inclined to accept: Other actors vore going. 

oe b Just Clint, but the fikes of Nick Adams and Ras Tamblyn, 
ee Japan to appear in science fiction filias and Jeffrey Hunter 
gave ies who weld do ob SAPE westerns. The draw- 
and Lee A was that once you left Hollywood it was tough to return; 
mde o t; commercial films don't count for much here, And actors who 
ue can lose status at home 

Bur that was Hollywood's problem, not mine. I enjoyed geting out 
in the morning, working with people I liked, and seeing my work on 
ihe big screen 

Before 1 had made a definite 


ommitment, though, 1 felt | needed 
to return to California and spend time with my kids. They always had 
a cleansing effect on my soul: their love was pure, and T needed that. 
We all do, I think, Children don't ask us to be anything but what we 
are, and their honesty and affection would help me make decisions 
best for all of us. 

I hadn't been home for more than a few days when my agent told 


me that it was a good thing I'd come back. Some people at 20th Cen- 
uryFox were interested in talking to me about an unusual new project 
for TV. They had seen my Nestle commercials and thought 1 might be 
someone who could play the title role in Batman. 

My initial reaction was lukewarm, As a child, I'd loved the comic 


books, but I felt that playing Batman would be a dumb move for some- 


one who aspired to a career as a serious actor, and that an athlete would 
be better suited for the part, someone with buns of steel; 
Lew argued that 1 should check it out, 


‘unity for you." He reminded me of a picture he'd once seen, Jason 
and the Argonauts, in which a non-body-builder actor named Nigel 
Green had made the best screen Hercules ever. 

l agreed to think about it. 


After T hung up, 1 began to chew on those images from my child: 
« I remembered the bat flying in Bruce Y i 
the idea for his new identity, and: i 


“This could be an oppor- 


| 
| 


hta bunch of the comic books ay, 
m the wodisted vampiric pu 
- combination of James Bond and A 
intrigued. How would I play 
staid and conservative, 


"i 


translate y ot 
ing up-to-date film techniques and Special LIS 
‘cook with the idea of creating tfe) 


+ D mang 


i D 
ting than py 


= 


the 
th; 
Dteq E 
^" A 
d s ‘hee, : 
In 
Mer, b 


T» 


Getting Batman on television wasn't. 
Early in 1965, Harve Bennett (who would fater p 

Star Trek films) was in charge of West Coast D 
7:30 time slot was when most network affiliates began airing pri 
programming, but it’s also a time when kids control the dial. 
now, someone who could create a show that children and ad 
all enjoy might have a gold mine. 

Harve thought a comic strip character would be 3 good | 

capture a broad demographic; after all, that's what they di 
funny pages. He told New York-based Edgar Scherick, Director af 
gramming, that they should do Dick Tracy, and Scherick agreed 
the price was too high, and in what may have been a peremptory si 
deeperpocketed NBC got Dick Tracy, and then did nothing with it 

Harve, Edgar, and their staffs were understandably disappointed, 
Then one of Scherick's coworkers, Yale Udoff. suggested they go after 
a favorite of his, Batman, Scherick thought that was a litle foo faraut, 
but Doug Cramer, who was the director of development and a fancier 
of pop art, disagreed. He thought Batman was a great idea. Scherick. 
came around, network boss Thomas Moore got behind it, and ABG 
obtained the rights from DC Comics, which was called National Peri- 
odical Publications at the time. 

The ABC team decided to do Batman as a twice-weekly series and. 
approached 20th Century-Fox to produce it. That made sense: Fox was 
already producing the twice-weekly Peyton Place for the nenwork and had. 
‘shown they could make those i 


F Doar, deciding who would play Batman was p 


that he would have done an in 
novels featuring his sleuth py. 1 


goes to London to work with 
an alien environment, he puts 


Force.) 

with writer Lorenzo Semple, Jı 

yand that summer, after reluctant) 

to Spain to get Semple to write Bar 

| what point he came up with the idea to do the 
ly, but he once said it grew out of hi embar 

ig seen on airplanes with the comic books in 

r understood the loathing he had for the medium (but not 

strips or pulp fiction). He never explained it to me, Mack 

like people thinking he enjoyed looking at what he considered 


teresting 


9n his i. 
lY giving y 
Pon 
man. Dozier Dis 
i 


Show ay 


1 
? his brief, y 


Tn any case, Lorenzo ran with Dozier's vision and put his own gig 
1 it. Meanwhile, back in Hollywood, Dozier and FivSimons 
Working out the technical aspects of the show. What kind of fates 
tographed best? Should the Batcave be big and bright or small and 
trophobic? Should the Batmobile be sporty or tanklike? They abo 
d to worry about lighting: most people still had blackandawhite se, 
What looked great in color might look terrible in black and while 
lle shots were also a problem because the cameras we were 
big and clumsy, and special rigs had to be built to accom 


the scene after most of these decisions had already beet 
r still room for input, and I had a lot to say in host 
r had the time to get into story ideas and casi 
when I had thoughts about my 0w ^ 


ye 


Nay) so T screened chapters of the two 


"ve read articles written by pundits and 1 

ur seal that when T got the Noo Sama pas M 
jese nd went out there and winged it. 

Ld a comic book character, right? Just read the word balloons and 

wre pour paycheck. K 
eent Ye same kind of preparation and concentration that goes ime 

ps was essential in playing Batman. I you don't have a point of 
any Pon haven't developed a character, if you lack an attitude, you 
sew: i buck and do the role the same way day after day. There'll be 
an't mency. Whether you're playing Captain Bligh or Captain Amer 
no eod on't be able to pick up a scene where you left off; And Batman 
kae ted an emotional honesty 
rest most every actor I've known does some kind of research Before 
sartüng a role. Though it was tight between the time I got the part in 
onc September and the time when shooting was to begin, on October 
20, 1 wanted to try and figure out what kind of man we were dealing 
with here. Obviously, Bruce Wayne was scarred asa child seeing a thug, 
Joe Chill (not the Joker), Kill his parents during a robbery attempt; But 
what do you do with that? The origin wasn't going to be shown in the 
series, perhaps not even alluded to, Besides, the show-was going to be 
villain-driven and action/comedy-heavy. There wouldn't be time or a 
situation to use Bruce Wayne's massive trauma in the cha 


terization, 
You couldn't stop the action and have Batman say, "I never had a 
puppy when I was a child.” 

T took a look at the first episode of Superman, in which George 
Reeves lost one set of parents and then his adoptive father. By the time 
he got to Metropolis, he was a welladjusted Clark Kent, eager to please 
as a reporter, determined to do right as Superman, and sparring con- 
fidently with Lois Lane. 

In other words, George pretty much ignored his suffering, though 
he was an excellent actor with a remarkably compassionate face. He 
did à great job registering the pain of his loss in one early scene, 

Still, even though 1 couldn't use the childhood trauma, I needed 
some kind of characterization. I flipped through the comic books but 
didn't find much (as it turned out, 1 wasn't looking at them the right | 


Lowery, Unfortunately, both films 
n serial cloth and weren " 


: `; 
tmi th 

d the part pretty much the e M 
dn 


n 95 The s, 
Twas a bit alarmed when 1 foun, 
quis de la Tour D'Azyr, 


h Don Quixote to see what Cerva; 
between the mad hero and his 
common thread in all of these sto, 


ntes had to e 
sane alter euo aps 
ries w 


. ` 
as that the he, 


makeup. That was something: even thoug] 
erimefighter, he could be played looser, p 
than Bruce Wayne, 

"only nonfiction book I had time to read was the 
The Great Comic Book Heroes, in which author 


Jules Feiffe; 
“Hyaed the appeal of the hero and figured he would have a "B 
. ego Batman naturally assumed that he could dish out more pain thay 
someone else could give him. A touch of ar ice. That was pie | 
could play it with a touch of smugr 


a bit tongue-in-cheek. (Feiler 
Also made one important point that 1 passed along to our execute 
producer: artist Bob Kane drew the strip in an extremely cinematic 


fashion, Weird angles, bird's-eye views, iris shots, forced perspective. t 
turns out that that had also occurred to Bill Dozier—1 don't think he'd 


"read. Feiffer's book—and it was the approach he'd instructed his set 
lighting people, and director of photography to take.) 
“And, of course, 1 talked at length to Bob Kane, a charming mar 
first come up with the idea for Batman when he was thirteen 
it five years later, in 1939, a year after Superman single 
the superhero comic book genre. Kane told me wat 
e: Douglas Fairbanks's 1920 film The Mark (2 
Whispers, in which Chester Mortis ER 
killer; the pulp magazine hero the 


w— 


ied around in a cloak and slouch hat; amd Leonardo da Vines 

whosh ‘of a batlike flying machine. 

drawing? Yd ax the movies, read a few Shadows, and came away wiih 
Jide other than respect for the teenager who'd been clever 

E fo synthesize a whole that was greater than the sum of thew 

enon 


parit. nere was E. Not where T wanted to be. Thad some good Ideas, 
^u vet no really solid point of view. 
but as E radio days, I'd read somewhere that composer Frederic Cho- 
a scd to write a musical passage, work on it over and over, change 
pin here and there—and after hours, sometimes days, of struggle, 
ri ably put the music back the way he'd written it io the first place, 
ovii eerte, 1 realized 1 had to do thc asme DARAAN go back 
vo Batman as he had first been written and presented to the public, 
the Batman of the comic books. Only this time, 1 didn't look for what 
made Batman tick, I looked for what made the entire strip work, not 
just in the art but in the scripts. 


1 read the comic books carefully: old ones from the 1940s, and new 


ones. I made a list of traits or themes that recurred, and ended up with 
six of them: 
1. Batman freely, 


nd without hesitation, risks his life for the tne 
derdog. It really do 


n't matter whether that comes from a need to 
punish every criminal as if he were Joe Chill, the desire to prevent 


someone else from suffering a loss like his, or both. He's always there in 
the line of fire. 


2. His adventures, espe 


y the early ones, are set in the urban 
jungle, often among the downtrodden, which gives many of the tales a 


Dickensian flavor. That means you've got to reach kids and adults with 
the same performance. 


3. Billy Batson needs the mystical word “Shazam 


ta become Cap- 
tain Marvel (which didn't work for the rest of us); Peter Parker had to 


be bitten by a radioactive spider to become Spider-Man; and if you 
Weren't an Amazon from Paradise Island, you couldn't become Wonder 
Woman. But Batman is as plausible as a superhero can be, and in the 
world of the comic strip that would carry certain responsibilities, Bal 
man would know that there are kids out ir pushups 
and studying chemistry, who think 1 


plar. 
He's always thinkin, 
emotional health. 


about how the cup 
nent we had was ovr 
a memo to Bill from Spain 
cato, wooden, and straight 
© Sgt. Joe Friday in Dragnet. Y strongly disagreed. 1 felt tht 
dbe wooden enough in his suit, virtually expresion 

1 told Bill that Batman should muse and connecthi 
ces fluidly, similar to the way Basil Rathbone did ™ 


Batman's delivery should be stac, 


or deciphered » clue. mt thi wlrenaline ward ta Ham Thay 
a nep o fire up Viewers, to. 
-— 4. thought fir a ont, Out proe Se the aL 


way when we did the sereen Vest for our prosserie MANANA 
rt hat that was probably the way t go. 


Thad my Batman: and was anxious to begin, to buf the [T 

However, "anxious" quickly gave way to iiey’ this 
M c justice?—being partly blind as a tet 1e hadn't occurred wo 
Sr Uie pominie win Bri a dui looseness tà the charac: 
EE GE: Ius call! de wit Sigal RD any of the cliff 
Less traps I faced. 

The shiny, blue-black com! was sewn around a plastic bowktype cap 
iat had no give- I was convinced that every tme Y pulled the thing on, 
it was hastening male pattern baldness, Our wardrobe masier, pn 
Kemp, was able to stretch it a little, but there was a limit vo what onul 
be done: it would have been awkward for me to snap my bead hack in 

+ and have the cowl shift on me. leaving one 
Batear over my forehead, the other in back. 
The cow! was sep: 


a fight scene, for exam; 


te from the cape and had to be worked ann 
my head, snapped under the chin, and then adjusted so T could *e— 
sort of. I couldn't see up or down and lost my peripheral vision totally 

ither turning to face whoever was talking, or 
hot looking at them at all. Once we started shooting, 1 tended to de 


f aloofness 1 wanted. ib 
1 ended up making expres 


ands; playing with my glove 10 suggest impa- 
tience, jabbing with a finger to underscore a point, rubbing my chin 
in thought, or toying with the phone cord when 1 was getting bad news 
‘over the Batphone. 1 probably would have indulged in a lot of those 
gestures anyway, though, since you'd be surprised how often, during 
Souversation, People put their hands behind their backs ot in their 
Pockets, things I wasn’t able to do in the 
Fest of the costume was 


Thad to compensate by ei 


more of the latter, since it added to the feel oi 
Project. The cowl also hid my eyebrows, so 
sive gestures with my ha 


stage helped me bring the character 
al Ing O ways amused by the fact that Batman believed 
ant or identify his voice. His serious delusions n 
funny in a gooly way: 


to the soun 


walking, a 
wasn't a problem unless [ bent Ove, N - 
buckle in the gut or a Baran, r M den 


any oF you, but unless | had a thous fide. 5 


ort aside, one of the most mei 


» morable. qa. 
I put on the complete suit for th. P Pony 


€ First time and wal 
US When L took my fig 


'arby soundstage, Buy Bes 


el quite as Weird ag Some of. 
people and aliens I saw coming and Boing from the v. 


the 

af the Sen or Lost in Space scis. iid: 

E there were all these macho technicians lugging Plywood ang 
trees and equipment around. and you assume they're think 

getting a bigger paycheck, but he's BOt to Wear tights for it Yo 

they're going to laugh or try to Cut you down to size in same 


- But that wasn't the case. Sure, there was some ribbing, a coupleat 
“You lookin" for the belfry? and "Bat Day at Black Rock" and “Hi, 
Hon jokes: But nothing calculated to make me feel like a freak In 
4 young messenger who was biking around the lot braked hurd 
When he saw me, looked me up and down, and shouted, "Far out 
ml" I said nothing but instinctively tipped my cowl to him. At that 
Twas not Adam West. I was Batman. 
i matter of fact, 1 realized it Was good that people stared. People 
š aao 
man. And he'd have to get used to it, Just the 


early: 
adventure was published. Kane felt, correriy, that 
Y Batman” in the strip; it was every young ^s tr 
‘all, to live in a mansion and fight alongside Batman. 
at those early Robin adventures in the comic books, you' see 
change came over Batman then. He started making jokes 
— young ward and became humanized. "Thanks to the bright a 
Robin's costume (patterned, like his name. after Robin Hood, 8 
—— the bird), the strip also became Jess grim. Some Batfans think 
a bad development; 1 think it gave the strip depth and, thus, 
Jongevity, 
The casting of Robin was obviously very important to us, singe he 
Wad to have the build and energy of a fifteen year old, but with adult 
sensibilities and wit to sell the character. He also had to be ful 
if we lasted for more than one se: 
getting 


grown 
on, it wouldn't do to have a Robin 
ller than Batman. Dozier was very concerned about that. 
The young man with whom 1 was being tested that day was nine- 
Ween-year-old Bert "Sparky" Gervis, Jr., who had begun his show busi- 
Hess career touring the country in his dad's Rhapsody on Ie show. He 
Was two years old at the time and was billed as "The World's Youngest 
Professional Ice Skater." He later told me two conflicting stories about 
how he got his nicknam 


: the first was that it came from the way sparks 
flew off his ice skate blades whenever he made one of his dramatic 


G studied actin, 
‘Santa Barbara, 


Sparky couldn't wait. He went over 10 the studio Tate 
stopped at the gate, and asked the guard if he could ce 
was casting the show, w 
— The guard called FitzSimons. Charlie had 
ng actors, without success, 


already seen 
and figured he had nothin 


: IE t0 lose: he 
Beldithe guard to send Sparky over. As soon as the young hope 
into his office, Charlie knew they had their Robin, 


Sparky got more than the part, though. A few 
Rot à new name, which was suggested by Charlie: Bi 
his mother's maiden name, and Dozier liked the f, 
as Bruce Wayne's ward. Sparky also thought th 
A little more rugged than “Bert,” 
Bert Parks. 
— So there I was, waiting for 
fis. While the small came: 
mous Batcave set. 
ten days before, the studio had begun feeling that after a 
of enthusiasm, ABC was suddenly getting cold feet, rei 
d with the show because it was so dies 
show. Since Dozier was married 10 his 


Weeks later he aly 
urt Ward. Ward ay 
act that Dick Grayson 
e spelling "Burt" wa 
à la Burt Lancaster, as opposed tp 


à young man who was still named Spat 
Ta crew got ready, I took my first looka 


v Fox hod signed me wid felr confide dui li 

pe decided that the teat should he as slab an 

would be order to convince the network that Madman wa 

poate et ng à lot of money into, not to mention Riving to nights ef 

nes prime time 

salvab re shooting the test in a juryrigged Batcave, a Ushaped 
We ga i had been a cavern in an Irwin Allen project originally 

ere ya erareclengrh The Lost Wort Vii ue later 

built for 


foyage fo the Bottom of the Sea). The real one was being built nearby, 
for m ed over, "'Elaborate" doesn't do justice vo what our Breit an 
BEDS ce Sexi Iud doe Insee Alusion of a function 

director, cave itself was about ninety feet Tong and eighiy feer high, 
Barawe: wire frame and sculpted into rockliike farma 


ling, just lighis and. catwalks overhead. The fans 
with rocks. 


polyurethane built on 

tious. There was no c 

ground was filled. 
Seis rarely look r 


the unflattering light of day, and the nearly 

ion. While the big studio doors were 
open and the lights were off. it looked to me like walls of crumpled 
gray wrapping paper hung from a wooden frame. No substinee, n. 
real ex appeal. But a few minutes later, when the doors were shut and 
the colored lights were switched on, it was like that wonderful scene in 
Mary Poppins where Dick Van Dyke, Julie Andrews, and the two children 
jump into the chalk drawing. 1 stood in awe, feeling like partiof wenmie 
book panel, my own reality overwhelmed by the spectacle of the draw- 
lugs made real, the crags shining devilish and gaudy everywhere 1 


tamed. And no sooner had 1 taken in this sight than the props were 
fumed on, 


completed Batcave w 


The comie book had come wonderfully alive, and T couldn't help 
but fec like Barman as 1 turned and looked at all the crimeBighting 
apparatus; the lights flashing brightly, the antrylike atomic pile tow 
Fring above me, the bright gold Batpoles disappearing into the dark- 
New of catwalks sixty feet overhead. 


People have asked me why, to this day, I'm so protective of Batman. 
Answer is simple: that moment sparked a lo 
Batman can create, the excitement. 
Nori ben the set come to life and » 


nor mine, 1 came chow to belie 
Bn the years that foll 


E pulled oe the cow dava. prime. min he cake arid ond ex 
gaerexperience this First time was 4 "icky pieces fh ^f the pues, à pars, 
a minute, l reveled in the p : Dou open and drift « from the Riddler 
Pie me this, Danan: What e «d a Bell have in com 


“had that sume: experience when, playing 
ooume, be walked barefoot on the v 
shaken i either, though it may have 
j diving playing Deliverers than i: " * 
a anahat area of the soundstage was an i E eeiiy e hia. There had neve 

first episode, the Republic of Moldavia pavilion ai i, this for TV, and 1 dide 


is Centerpiece was a bejeweled mastodon hat told me that if ABC and 


3 gered an unprecedented one million T 


Batmobile was 


behind a large. pinkand-white cak 
every way. creative 
moldhreaker 

Bei up a x prop dac cuit Hed SNR NN 


Developing Tank. Super F 


all right. Absolutely n 


Dozier to the prop peop 
went back to the faux Batcave, where the cameras were set uj 


icing throwing the Batarang 


was prac 
director, Hogan's Heroes veteran Robert Butler. Thi pe 


the Yellow Brick Road. T 


for someo: 


missing wa 


tall and topped with a head of 
eight, red, green, and yellow bird of a young ma t ack mask 
Holding the bird's hand was another "bi 
carly flower child with long. dark hair. She had an endearing sweetness 


and was constantly on the set in the first few weeks, supporting him 


any way she could. (Her father was Mort Lindsey, the orchestra leader 
for Mery Griffin, whose talk show was based in New York. That was 
probably why Merv's was the first such show we did after f 


big.) 
Iyealked over. Butler introduced us, and Burt and I walked over 1 


an h 


it 
crew for Burt's seres, "e, 
2 n 
Was what was in front or The MN 
Mery 
we were doing was from the 
tman and Robin were slowly 
fs umbrellas on a lathe while 


Hat 
h d the scene once, making sure We both 

[fighe Butler had decided that n. had y 
cause (a) there wouldn't be much time dy 


10 rehe, 
"ane c 
Wanted 10 see hoy Dee 


t Into production, and (b) he 


rked. um 
fhe director called for action. 1 started Turning the lath, 

d there with his mouth open, eyes narrow OM Reig 
Wow, this green color could stand for mone, Batman 

- "Yes, I still think the clue is in the colors, Robin, 

“Holy rainbows? They're so pretty, 
a beautiful dawn.” 

iutiful dawn... wait à minute! Great Seot! Dawn Robbing ie 
Bere tinier star! She's on location here in Gotham City fot Fahy 
‘Holy popcorn, Batman!" 

As Burt said that last line, he sl 
g enthusiasm. As he did 


The colors in this umbela 
E 


lammed his fist into his palm wih 


» 1 knew Batman had a Robin. The 
was right, Burt had nailed the characte » and his Robin would 


to show all the youthful exuberance my B. 


atman wouldn't be 


also filmed Burt doing some action. Burt was a Tae Kwon 

black belt who, I later learned, once lived in the same buildings 

and says they frequently sparred (though 1 can't E 

luce was holding back: he was an amazing one 

4 planks and a brick for Butler. We could ax 
n we shot him in his civilian identity of 
happy when we finished. After Dozier 

5 pe 


: had a Jook at the test, Burt had the part, 

Fase Ely. we produced a fiveminute test reel that 
get as on the strength of it they ordered thirteen weeks of 

ved. net n week. 


ic were committed. 


ing of the show. He liked to L 
ope es ich guo Uo RN 
urgency. We were really in synch with this. If you: 
in Commissioner Gordon's office, as we discuss th 

|, you'll see us pacing a lot, the restless erim, 
cut to the chase. However, Butler and I didn t see eye to 
thing: in one scene, for example, when Burt and 1 were in helik 
Took It npon myself to drop some fullec's carth inside an old. 
dhat when | closed it, a fine film of dust rose up to catch 
Butler thought that was too extreme and had us do it over again, 
Tout the dust, T usually deferred to him. His comedic taste was 
ful And that first show set a real tone for the series, 

We shot at four studio locations during the run of the series at 
the Fox studio in Century City; at Warners’ Burbank Studios, usually 
for exteriors; at the Fox lot on Western Avenue; and at the Culver City 
Studios, 


Onday one, we were working outside in a corner of the Fox Gene 
tury City lot, which was in the process of being sold, piecemeal, to pay 
Tor the red ink spilled by Cleopatra three years before. We were filming: 
near one result of the sell-off, the nearly completed Century Plaza Ho- 
Vel [wasn't needed in the first shot, but I wanted to be there just | 
sume. 1 had the costume on. except for the cape and cowl, and | 


‘seampered away with Maj, yo * 

į ly. Whee 
"Me charges were detonated ami y se 
all» Fry mice, very impressive, until the car exi i 
fled the air and rubber shrapael apun ioa T 

pa Aicked in, and [ literally hit the dirt, coser P 
fay arms We later learned that the air in the tres n 


wer than the effects people had expected, 
ang 


pup. The rubber had also slammed into a pair of the 
M we ined to erase shadows cast by sunlight on pie d 

them to explode as well, bul 
pe Sail hing on the ground, looked up and ie 
4 =< nightmare of bustle, smoke, and confusion. 

‘of rubber had also blown toward the hotel, and my oe 
Fighter's eyes discerned that the thirty stories of burlap that eu 
T hung to eure the cement walls were on fire, lames racing toward the 

Dp. Sirens sounded in the distance, aud crewmen were already ml 
‘hoses to the wall that separated the movie lot from the hotel. 
This was shaping up as an exciting first day. We took a beka 
"ihe crew moved indoors, Director Butler joking nervously that we wai 

be sifer there. 

AF he only knew. 

We had a great, and I mean truly legendary, special effectemie 
ig on our show. His name was L. B. Abbott, and he'd begaili 
fn 1926, when Fox was the William Fox Company. He wie 
Bifom assistant. cameraman to special effects deseri 
career, created spectacular work in films like Tos! Toe 
Doctor Dolittle, and The Poseidon Advents NP 


paioun bbonn our pep t approath fe dhe aane i 
Ve ea wots eomóntad Dus we se gpl ia RATUA 
ex and ABC top brass. wh had boeni vo confide when i 
noe oom, became more and mare vuihimqeed as the big 
rolling i aud the reality sunk in thai the panwar way 


wib ‘peo nights on our success, H we failed, we cuvid very well 
aei M rever shows were on after us. 
ang toes 


FB got really nervous when they learned that Doce, Semple, ail. 
pad cooked up this idea vo superimpose vord effects cards over. 

Tight scenes. THE idea first occurred to FiuSimons when we ow 
ip yii wis and had to cut bark on the number of scenes we were 

Shooting. While looking at the explosive POWs andl AHEEEEE ta the 
Tomic books. BE realized that by dropping those in, he could eliminate 
dbree or four transition shots in each fight. 

Te was a brilliant stroke, but ABC felt we'd gone round the bend, 
iato one would think that was amusing, But as Dozier put it to ABC 
jw onc anxious meeting, they were the number three network: all they 
Mood to lose was their mediocrity, Whatever reservations V had about 
Dozier, he had the guts to go after what he wanted. 

{t should mention that National Periodicals, publishers of ibe fis 
man comics, weren't too hopeful either. They'd been tying w sell a 
séealght Batman action show just a year before, and had gone se far as 
10 shoot photos of former football star and movie Tarzan Mike Henry 
fn the role to ty and interest prospective sponsors. "That was the con: 
expt ABC had optioned, only to have Dozier and Semple weak it After 
the show was a hit, of course, ABC executives claimed to have been 
tehind us one hundred percent.) 

Naturally, everyone, Dozier included, was nervous when the frst 
episode was tested among à crosssection of viewers. These were people 

who had been recruited from supermarkets and department stores, and. 
they were broken into four groups: men, women, underthirties, and 
owerthirties, That was as sophisticated as demographic studies got back 


group of one hundred or so was 


brought toto a screening 
Ay i settings 


ho t M 3 
First 5 
that th nd 
lower was that the dials did : 
T wasn't there, but I heard tates y 
were broken. Th = 
that he dide Mose d 
nd that Am n 
ire. The nec 
i told py 
he she s 
1 and the res Bo 
Hiss d à 
k to the Dozier h 
a 1d fint dene 
el u NRCS. Most of the : 
Abbott and i h he ene 
Be new special eff 
KAR than v 
nany of these would 
Abl lay u ae 
Were being shot: He was reat 
d I ith thir h 
BS and coming up with ther tam, 
ne of e we } 
na ough go 
I posed to enter the Riddler's subway 
like that, a crew would-usialhy 
tion that can be pulled apart with wiresand 
nd effects would be added later 
1 already been built when it was decided 
B: st his way in, There was no time to rebuild the 
ir Batcave scenes and there was nothing eheto 


1 day, Abbott's effects team sald they 


down the wall. Butler said do i Alter 
» blowing up the Riddler'scar A sikines 


[plaster and woby fours couldn't be myc 
an't there for the explosion (these "foo, ble 
on amd besides, he was aho v 
the Bottom ofthe Sea and Lost i pg, n 


figured a "small charge" was a sy 
three sticks of dynamite c «t 


ould have brought down the Soundstage oy, 
er been a Navy SEAL or an oldtime yy) ju 
Jc ean go a long way toward bringing qo AN 
the director didn’t know what was going o 
shows, you do run-throughs of dialogue whe, 

But the actual blocking of a scene, exactly Where «. 
fo move and stand, has to wait until you're on lies 
e were doing now. 

k the effects crew about twenty minutes to rig the charge, 
finished rehearsing and went to do the scene, Bun p 
near the wall; 1 was offstage, When the crew was de 
er called for action. The effects man pressed his buoy 
was deafening. If I hadn't had the cowl on, my ears woul 
Wood and pieces of plaster went flying all over, moy 


th the opening in the wall. Off-camera, 1 could see people 

d waving their arms in big, broad sweeps, 

Buter yelled 
bly so, though I'm not sure anyone could hear him! 


Burt was on his feet and complir 


half hour before the air was clear enough for us to mor 
cene; I was glad it involved dialogue, not an exploso 
me over to assure Burt and me that it would new 


but things always seem to come in threes. Andon 


the hot seat. E 
Riddler trying to steal the Baunebi A a 
been shot by a drugged dart- 


ree launchers that rise ad 
ms was the kind of Au. tack, 
py want to do once. Butler called sae, mes 
rks from the prop fireworks exploded peu 
2% pinwheeling, shooting every Which ay g 

s dire and though a few e 
vied through. cape and flesh, Bur didn, 

When Butler yelled, “Cut,” Burt wis on hig 

jal effects crew and holdin 
eS ak firstedeg Ns ed am, 
and while he was being hurried to first aid, one of 4 
grew members cracked a “Boint” Wonder joke tye 
heard; our feisty bird might have gone for the man’s 

Effects people are great, and some of them are 
don't blame them for these mishaps, because the n 
of every profession, from movies to medicine, Atom, 
wo get a litle blasé about explosives and gunfire, but as 
death of Brandon Lee reminded us, most painfully, the 
be dangerous. And when you do as many of them in as sharta 
we did on that first episode, you're really pushing your heh 

The first days of Batman shooting were difficult in of 
well. Not only were the actors getting to know one another 
the camera, but some of our key personnel behind the 
didn't get what we were doing. It took time for some af 
our bigger-than-life posturing and the kind of deadpan h 
striving for. 

For instance, in the first episode, Jill St John isthe 
and a part-time go-go dancer. When she tumbles into) 
in the Batcave and is burned to a crisp, Batman leans o 
Cose-up and says, "What a way to go—go,” as a tear 
his mask. After the take, the camera operator whisp 
that I'd made a mistake, that I'd added an extra “g 
, Bauer asked me about it, and I said it just 
it fit, and he thought about it, snickered, and 
about taking off my cowl and holding ito 
Fespect for the dead, but it took too lon 
Later, when we did the discothe 


burns. He was com 


nce foor and did the Batusi with Jill S, yup, 

cene, the Batusi was à nondescript dang. i 
To move among the revelers. 1 felt it y 8t 
and I worked it out on my own, made i Ee 
iness inspired by the ongoing debate in the Sing 
"use was mind-expanding or debilitating y e 
statement: I just felt it would be funny And aj : 

van slightly out of his well-trained mind, losing Conte = 


Baone in the crew laughed when I finisheg the 

is some frontoffice type who nervously jangled i 8% 
«rand said he thought it was ridiculous. Chat 
Js drugged," 1 yelled, as I Batusied in his direction "m 
when you're drugged? á & 
Ht find out, because he turned and left. He never cam 
ser, and to this day 1 wonder what he and others like 
ithe Batusi became a national dance craze 


ne bag 
him thougy 


pop these things all day long 
pened to be—all over the set, out 
Jot, in the men's room, you name dé 
placing Howard: all you had to do was follow the trail, 
tn those seeds must have been ‘enormously beneficial, however, 
as the day got old, Howie got quicker and louder and could spit 
than he had in the morning, 
Since I couldn't see downward in the cowl { became poii 
amoid about the shells, and imagined the lite, wer hulls! 
my blue boots or somewhere more private. lt was terribly 


the one to deprive him of such a healthful habit Beides ax Alin NE 
pier, who played Bruce ne's butler Alfred, pointed out, l 
have been drinking vodka instead, though the avan 
would have loved those camera angles: 

On the first show, we had as wonderful a casts 
and two of my favorite guest stars: Frank nan 

AL age thirty, Frank Gorshin was already 
the country, a huge draw on the nightclub 


pm — 


fa | 
She made a name for himself. Untike og 


Short takes on a lot of celebrities, p 3 

as Richard. EU pA a lengthy m 

aster and Kirk Douglas, the hi! 

iw" i at 

hecume very good friends. He's a g 

terrific sense of humor, and more ene TRY dy 

were especially fortunate 10 have him m 
fe was so good in the part bu bes 


im 
woul 


a 
my Batman. In these days of egg, c 
‘out approach, my only concern was wheqy,, 


coy 


entertaining enough 7 

ipei me answer that question. experimented V orit n 
Aye were working out the blocking, and eyen qus 
he literally fell on the floor with gy 


hat high 
of his, I knew T was on the right track, He wasa 5d 


hak was working in that fun house of ours. Hew, 

ialactor to play off. When he was in the scene adi 
lis Concentration was a grear inspiration 
the demented Edward Nigma 


Tt was easy to be 


nly helped us all believe he was the 


it proved to be one of the character's most memori 
"told me his inspiration for the laugh was the 1947 move 


Which Richard Widmark, as the demented Tommy Ub 
bound old woman down the stairs. Richard (b 
Dick) cackled madly when he did that, and Fak 
Tand Widmark's wild expression for the Riddle 
Ít just waltz in and wing the character: he gat 
Bught. Th fact, during a break in the initial r= 
Show. we were talking about our respective d 
extremely astute observation about the RIA? 
Was clearly a brilliant man who could be 
scientist, a writer, a politician, or wl?! 
er , so he had to love what h 


doing and certainly would feel passionately about hiy crimes.. and 
about Batman. Frank put all of his formidable talent inp that ponies 
and intensity, which is what made his laughs and Tages and kates so 
believable, and helped make the Riddler so memaralie 

But Frank is also quite colorful himself. He may be one of the mont 
Impatient men on the planet, and J often felt he could, it he ted) 
tum one of his cigarettes tc ne long, unbroken drag, Once he 
had that energy of his throttled up and ready to go, he didn't appre 
slate delays. And if he flubbed a line or missed a cue or failed to grab. 


"Prop just so, he'd get furious with himself and storm around We Re 
asking, "Why? Why? Wy?" 
Offcamers 


ash in 


he was still a high-energy dynamo, always an adven 
12 be with. We closed a few bars together, which vas ales gend lt 
laugh because People were surprised to see Batman and the Ridiier 
AERE TE not for our celebrity, in fact we might have bees aded tn 


deo. 
SOME Of the establishments we visited; we were a highs! 


[s are the same offthewall yerse or tumo 


po sh 
Frank and 1 ah y where clothing wis nnwelcom, u 


part 
Bio EE abie a nid the sea of legs and , 
Prank and 1 ge to do Batman. Somewhere 


silly so I began »o ridiculous 
iale Ae Ridder, and it was liculons in that 


A stinet 
stop laughing: we had the distinct 


TON the 


e Y 
o and only Hollywood ong 
eur f id Hives in the Northeast these days, and 1 donn int 

Fran lei in my thoughts a great deal ay a p hi. 


the success of the seri 
Frank did four shows with us that first season 
one the third. and red in our Batman film John Ag 
ctor filled his green tights the second season and brought a k 
Gilbort and Sullivan flair to the part. Although there , es 
money that may have kept Frank away for that yes. 
ere paid astandard $2,500, however often they appeared Sess 
popular they proved to be—1 really think it was a questio, «ii 
ation that caused him to step back. Remember that, ung, 


to his contribution 


Prol 


lins Frank wore no special makeup. He was grateful not o pa 
E miu room for hours like the others. We wanted pe 
Hemeanorasa young hoodlum prodigy. Frank felt that his areerw ts P Aes 
Siler becuse lie was so well known throughout the counn, es Globes Alter de 
Riddler; that was a trap I'd get to know very well despite my considerable 

1, because you can't be with a good-nighr k 


Sul, he came back for the third sea 
fetching fony million people in one nigh 
there. Besides, he already was the Riddler where America was 
feted, and if you can't beat ‘em 

Jill St. John only did the first show, playing the Riddler 
and her job was to infiltra le the Batcave by masquerading 
alter having fooled me hy donning a latex life-mask 

Oh, sure. That'd do it 

Jill had just turned twenty-six, a former child star who had 
Jp Just perfectly. I had never mer her before, and 1 found her. ^ 
former beau Frank Sinatra had, to be sexy, attractive, and excep! 

EWaied to get to know her better, but we ended ve! 


Still, it's always fun 


After she did the ih 


bes. After the ceremony, we went 
M back to her hone viite 


he slopes or at vais 


hen our paths cro 


events, and I'm glad she happiness with Rober Wager 


ATMAN WAS scheduled to air jus s 


ing the first episode. E 


tough schedule. The first episode took 


on as that was was done, we rush 
as soc we rush 


ing Burgess Meredith as the Penguin. We got ta au = 
een days. After that we began episode three, feam "d 


as the Joker, by which time we were getting them Ps rae Roses, 
and under "di 
Those wecks a lur of activity in m wif 
stands out vi r f Wednesdan ná 
We'd wrapped « of oi Nes | 
we could all go home an he d. z WA 
fita special screening at th s; bi 
premiere pa à hot Ne à vd 
smashing success, a h bà Rr 
stein, Roddy McD. `M 
got to see both part " 
The omens wer x t 7 
some of the critics though r g 
silly for an adventu: pui m 
thought, and ABC had be ne 
Weeks so that people woule " g xar x 
probably watch just to be able li e pe 
Adding to my jumpiness was the fact that OSS LM 
badly with the har had been wiff 


i is a worse 
ae, 


weeks of advertising, would loo s Primas ps 
Ning, qa 
Mure always on a griddle when you're waiting i, 5 
War if. 


i jp part of ifa pilot has sold. That kind of tension e 
coaster ride of emotions But waiting for a show to dep mu 


form of torture. Your name 


Iuris all ofthe choices you made, are on the chopp 
struggle and dedication could be gone with a f 
publication of next morning's newspapers. Year 
your career and your reputation, could be dead a; 
Conversely, a real treasure could fall in ^ 
Hight, you might establish a position that could i 
orat least to your becoming the flavor of the m 


Bod frightening. In my case, everything I'd been working 


Tiding on this one roll of the dice. Thinking at he work i hat 
tomorrow helped me stay calm, though 1 wa that if the hee 
hambed, going in and doing that w bel Me 
Experience, We'd probably appreciate special et e 
explosive. 

So 1 was in a hurry to get to my beach apartment vac 
show alone, to try to stay relaxed. Somehow, | { at du 
television set I'd: mysteriously be wired to the feelings 
everyone else watching. Then I'd call my childre ana and the 
Would quickly and honestly set me straight, let me know what them 


‘of the country was thinking 
E decided to stop at the Colony Market in Malibu ar 
Beak for dinner, As 1 headed for the checkout counter in be? 
WER Gays, I heard two people telling the clerks 
"C'mon, ger Us outta here!” 
hurry! Batman's on tonight 
the clerks said that she was getting 


o wach i 


ai 


ff carly © 


hurried out. My mood had swung fo? 


_ 


hg to the fact that 1 was a eetel 


rity" it was tli F 
buld find this 


ated over and over throu 
ans never simply want to shake my pad 
ant to talk about what Batman. meant to th 
lade them feel secure and happy in atime of chaos and war, 
Adams has people ask him to sign their shoes, and Bob Denver 
Mill always ger a “yo, Jilligan!" from fans. But from The very start, 
touched the child in viewers, and that has always made for a 
MY special bond with the People 1 meet. As I said before, for betur. 
to the cape. 
-In any case, | was fascinated by this group's effusiveness and sine 


MEN. and gratified thar Creatively, we'd hit the nail squarely ot 


They w 


BONO: richer or poorer, I'm married 


learned something im, rtant as the weekend | 
hess 4 yas aa 


ted to be recognized, | had to walk fast and ke 


19 avoid eye. contact and not talk 


BACK 


js was in the days before hodyguay 
2 A le Eu Ael without ear of getting a f PLI 
DF Wigs una an dt like that trend: we're wel] jd. ó 
aniy mould Tha od o spend much i p x Lew LOT 
miror, but T didn't want to be stopped ty Ue 


‘officer and have to explain what | w, 1 dutifully signed every magazine pho 


as doing in that was thrust in my directio, napkin, 
ay wife's size four dress. Better to be mop t n BN es lace of apparel during 
bank in women's clothes and handcuffs 1 than y, signed. meng 


er actors, the writers, Dozier, and the 
id surprised by the hysteria Batman c 
ied us all was, would it hold? 


though | 


doit Ies a bit of a challenge to write one's name ang 


ot using the other hand to steady i. An 
d, In fact, Batmania grew the second week ay the Penga m husband or boyfriend looking ea it's even 
Psat es the Riddler. Everyone was talking or wa And, yes, quite often, women would 


jew, tri alio come 
Wanting an interview, trying to understand ang Explain i. than an autograph. Sometimes they were "p and adk, 


ive ci demure, which 
about the innovative camerawork—tilted gealing, and other times they were mage Which T 
“OF the lavish sets or Neal Hefti's catchy jazz scor Old pa iBaanting. There was one asse 
9 congratulate me and also to ask, "Are those homs ae jo In a siall in the 


ying "Batman! during your theme song?" (They Were home) “Here?” I deadpanned, 
lie comic book quintupled and potential licensees who had , 
? or Fox with pew money!” Y they dig, 


in with us earlier were running to E. 
005 open, wanting to do gum cards or soundtrack ab l laughed and walked aw 


or model kits, We even ended up with some Emmy nomination, concerning the difference between my Appeal and the character's But 
Tank, another for Best Editing, and a third for Best Cometh Tmust confess I wasn't above using whatever I had at my disposal when 
d'around the set that ABC stood for A Big Cashbox, asite the situation was irresistibly inviting, 


‘advertisers was so strong that the network truncated the The industry took note of us, too, and we were asked to every party, 
30 they could fit in an extra commercial Regulatory eey opening, every awards ceremony, every talk show. Concerned 
it the network was also A Bit Cocky and got away with i about being overshadowed by my alter ego, 1 agreed to go to any event 
Were making so much money, though it would hue Pr show where | could be Adam West, which is how 1 found mpelf 
ley had passed a little along to the rest of us Soging with Dean Martin, Bing Crosby, and others on TV. That was 
ly dealing with overload. As the weeks passed. aŭ ral records around this time, an album of 
€ became aware of the show, it became dili and another for the Target label in Eng. 
in public. Even when I called ere ne. Unfortunately, it had somewhat of 
lized my voice and wanted to e 

the Joker, the Batcave. 1 quickly 


‘yi 1 tried to keep things in 


Wanted, a 
the 
sader that 


UP on the e 


TV 


tháng 
Cite 
e 
Sm e a 


counties — 


Magazines 
The Life thee 


Was actuali 


Periences | 


Mik or no mask, T was flattered. to be . 
gead by the likes of John F. Kennedy, George s Patton, and Eli 
E Bur it was also, literally, a pain to do, as well as personal 
setting because they weren't going to use Burt (which hurt hive a 
MOH bIaMe fim) and: because Bill Dozier used it w ace me 

For the photo shoot, 1 had to jump from the top of the Bates 
Poin Pile in full costume. I ended up doing it eighteen times, landing 
PAA Hack OF mattresses nwelve feet below. Never mind that 1 felti 
Undigaitied, leaping around like a kid in a playground, but during s 
nay jump Twisted an ankle, and it was agony going back up ove = 
DHE UHI the Photographer got the shot he wanted. L always Pr 
caption, "BATMAN Makes a Mighty Leap Into National ie 
“should have had a subheading, As BATMAN actor limp" 
E that ir coul 
Muf, tempered by the realization pet 
"begun, As it happened, Dozier very erem 
in March, the day the Lifeissue reacts nasi 
he phoned my agent, very sweetly 


jd end 


e in for a “litle chat 
ih to come ii tat" We dig, 
E ed in, Dozier said, “I want to sd halte 
ue threw the Life magazine on hig desk, methine 
fn 


jed it up, and smiled: Lew looked over py Mr 

Nice; T said, the throbbing in my y 

syes,” Dozier agreed, "but don't 
iere bave been thirteen Tarzans " 


nikle me 


BEL any big ig, 
im. He was serious 
1 looked at him "us. though he wa 
gaper his warning with a little smile, Following my eag PN 
aur of his office. mock-bowing. But I never forgot what he =" 
reminded me that in Hollywood you can lipe someone, ea 


and go to their house 
fo dinner, buy 
de doesn't make them your friend, If the "ne dope ag 


with them, have fun with them, 


4 


yaris to sink, it's every Batman for himself 


Fortunately, 1 was so busy I 


darker issues, any more than I had time ‘0 savor our succes or all the 
senon we were getting. I was just a cork on the Stormtoned sea, 


most amazing thing thar happened was 
coming up and asking for my autograph for 
their kids and friends. One filming outside on the Fox 

enguin had left in the street. Between 


Breet a crowd of children who'd been watching 
the filming. The first two I greeted were standing next toa small, thin, 


jacket and a white shirt: it took me 
I realized it was Steve McQueen. He introduced 
1 he had a day off from shooting. The Sand Pebbles and had 
Brought his kids to meet Batman, It was a strange feeling: just three 
en sitting in a movie theater watching him elude the 

“Sta ^! Escape. Now here he was, smiling like a Kid ashe 
Ss iem and called me Batman. And Ladmit getting a small ego. 
ne fact that none of the other kids gave the movie stat a 
Cm were on me. 
Sed also paid a visit to the set, and we later became 

Athe time, he and I shared publicity agents, Ruth and. 
mun, o they brought him over. It was an odd meeting: 
17 character ang reflective as | waited to go. 


In those first f 


w weeks, the 
that stars / admired were 
day, we were 
bet around a giant umbrella the P. 


tiles, I went over to 


WondHhaired man in a seersucker j 


along moment before 


himself, saic 


Mary before I'd be 
Nazis in The Gre 


Soon 
d glance Their eyes 


" consisted of Ruth and Paul doin, 
while the two of us stood there ange hey 
from Europe where he'd been Making is C 
fini of which, the threeyearold A rig ge 
to open in the U.S. The "buzz" on the film è: k 
Clint was on the verge of major Stardom, the hi! 
the self-effacing Clint, could have iie s 


E mo op 


D 
nagined 
Jut hy 


! d Batman, my Belen 
bookings. But the reviewers were unkind: the, mi 
bin was and commented on how they Wanted. ia. 


me 
‘on a horse. As I read the reviews, I felt a chill up ee 
i 5 an 
e l wanted to be Jimmy Stewart in H's a Wonderfyy Life 
D the reviews would have said if Batman had E 
: 
ire) 


peathtaking Kim Novak also came by one day, and told meshe 
d to do a role on the show. Though it wouldn't come to pay | 
to lunch. When we broke, I pulled on a bathrobe, Which jay, 
than climbing in and out of the costume, climbed into her he 
she drove us to a nearby restaurant, an intimate place that 
d me to eat there any way I showed up. She also brought in ty. 
‘dogs, who sat dutifully by her side during our meal 


nd her shoulders. There was a nip on my wrist, and it wawt 
ie of the dogs had climbed up and given me a little proprieay 
g It must have made an amusing picture to the other customers 
two snarling dogs and me in a bathrobe enjoying lund 

it thrill of all was when Jose Ferrer brought his m 
to visit. Jose was such a great actor and such a 5: 
being that I was quite star-struck the xen 
yery inhibited. It's like having to sculpt s P e 

'r your chisel. However, I was struck wit ED 
e broke for lunch I asked Bill Dozier ^" 


srENT. MY time off alone with my 
apariment, though it was often 
and chiming doorbell and knocks on 
found out where I lived and came 
lunch, or reporters got through wanting s 

All of that was new to me, not 30 much 
fascinating. 1 was still the same person I'd 
now everyone wanted to meet me, T ‘wats lucky, 
and it was loved, and people were friendly and riy a 
will when they met me. Stars of more somber or yo 
shows, like Efrem on The F B./ or David Hedison on Voyage ia 
of the Sea, got different kinds of reactions, people with questio 
Stakeouts or oceanography or criticisms about inaccuracies i 
ment or marine procedures 

Not us. There were no veterans of the Gotham Ciy Police Fare 
tuning in. People were happy just to see us and thank usand snie at 
ug Once, when we were shooting in a park, I stepped our of metraller ] 
MGostume and walked over to the barricade that had been set upia 
keep people back—about five hundred of them, in fact There 
old woman in the front, and as 1 stood there shaking handed 
the autograph books of those around her, she extended a 
hand, touched my cape, then slowly withdrew the band and 2 
itas though she'd touched the Shroud of Turin. E 
thing to her but decided against it, not wishing, 
been a moving experience. 
AS the show's renown spread, the cro 
dup at Rancho Park and found ow 


sufficient pers 
Meist d to the fans and thanked them for i 
ies of disappo; sup 


Bart ad 1 wed 1 the 
here were 
i forced t fene 
Male or rioting. Most of the time 
me ie nex. But Batmania contin, 
just uh 


a. fact, th 
in fact, that c 


The fans were so pleasant 
and sleep deprivation, p 
went 


itle goofy from overwork 
Basuh for some experimental tric 
ier Gig. Residents of La La Land may be us 
Boi mipertieroes. They couldn't believe th 
doors Some of them triec 
Mem foot it, laughing and calling other fan 
One woman fainted 

Bat the show had its drawbacks a 


uncomfortable 


our fans were 


keortreating in Beverly y 


be cool and 


costume got more 


me raw, And, on a ps 
expecially the money, which wasn't 
By the last season 1 would be 
what I had 


a year. That was double 
standards (stars of hit shows make 
and even by then, our 

less than 1. We also hac 


tract which paid us for a total 
first t 


guest villains made me 


à standard, take-i-or-leave-it emplowme, 
à mployment ¢ 


nothing wh 


burned that off in ou 


Burt and I were also hurt on the g. We 
the likeness of the comic bx ised, which 
enough, but we only received m bubb 
fanis and publications that used our phot ued for ar 
ung but settled out of court... for a fraction onvinced, 

that I should have gone ng 


What I was due. (In retrospect, I realize 
Biisnd'endorsed color TVs, since the show ace 
‘crease in sales.) 

N:etthe things that bothered me the most (and still do) had oti 
ee Willi money or pressure. They had to do with the percept 


show. 


ounted for a huge 


qe 
the word “camp.” It demeaned our efforts by we 

y 
Mere working hard to achieve was so easy or C97 


o it. We just made it look thay Cii 
(y we defined camp, but thar ya rae Ang 
them. Dorier only used the era Ii 

d, and never in any direeti 
"didn't like the connotation either, 
‘could make my anthcamp case 


BareMite to the BatApe, 


+ orilla ig A 
books I rend, the evil Cote fey a o na a 
ete E higit into Pegasus: a winged ma 


ra gman himself was turned into a gian, 


; 
Mes 


With repe, 


p Batman, and Rj metas, ihe Za, 
us, Tread Susan Sontag's 1964 emay on Tien w the Invisible » and Rip Van Batman, Ber 
he etymology of the word. 1 found qi, Vat e M sion of himself and was even muy Hi 
brothel.” a place where gay men me and «qu P Ya 
art, "camp" had come to de: aui 


scribe somethin 
ehtatious that it was amusing or Pseudlo-sophisiey bad 
that, We were farce. We were a lampe, Ris 

‘of the 1930s and 1940s done a 


Tut, and a Frog Man Batsuit complete with 
In addition to Robin, he was helped in Nien 

vy Bawoman, a midget Batboy, Batwoman mies 

pigirl and Ace, the BatHound. Yes, a German 

pui ed his own adventures, Ma 

: : Batanask and narrated res N 

side a giant hourglass or lashed to a p b m for my Wonderdog Stormy on the seris. 

Bed ints player plano rolis. BENE nes comic book, Published shordy after we 

‘You bet. If you expect people to come back on Thu, man teamed up with Jerry Lewis, a.k. 

Ive got to give them an unusual cliffhanger that denang o And our show was silly? 

escape. But unusual isn't camp, Mind you, the publishers had a very good reason fon coming up 

Sure. This was the age of Warhol and Lichtenstein Tig. with the stories they did. As comic books faced increasing competition 

dothers had elevated to “art” status objects or subjec the fom TY throughout the 1950s, and thet from color quis the 196 

considered artless or undistinguished, The big 14h jovis necessary for them to get more and more otii, And the 
"during our fight scenes were pop art. So were the owe newly formed watchdog group, the Comics Code Authority, trade it 


ers ("Tune in tomorrow... same Battime, same Be imposible for writers to create stories with teeth, No more gun-toting, 
"). But while camp can be pop art, the revene iw! Heckbreaking Batman as in the 1940s. 


true. And I'm still nor sure what "avantcamp" is whih The point is, not only didn't we start the trend toward the "silly?" 
the New York Times came up with. but 


ing 
Pointy ean. 


debated, Bi, 


a. Ratman, 


we were far from its most flagrant practitioners 
p label weren't rankling enough, there was and u$ Perhaps more importantly, the time was wrong for a sinister, film 
among a small cult of comic book fans—ihitee noit Batman. When 


T n ABC TV president Thomas Moore first sat down 
the character by “making fun” of him. The c0% with VPS Edgar Scherick 


always been a vocal bunch, and I'd like to wie "ilk about a Batman show—before Dozier was brought 


ated somethin i eli The Me UNG 
ist, put them in context. B along the lines of The A lan from UN: 
4s | the comic books themselves, hem E Appeal to kids and to the adults the advertisers 


n. That's why they approached a 
An the first place, even if he did take 


and Douglas Cramer in January of 1965 40° 


= 


But they were right in their initial thinking 
presion in the world, and TV news—which had come of age just ove 
Who years before that, covering President Kennedy's 
Wor the first time, feeding satellite-relayed violence into the nation’ 
Homes Every night there was vivid footage of the growing war in Sow 
fast Asia, civil rights unrest, and a heated space race with the Sies 
complained mightily, in fact, on March 17, 1966, when AK 
Jo Gut into our show on the East Coast with news that astron 
‘Armstrong and David Scott were in danger aboard their 
Tye always been embar 
ids of viewers called to complain.) 

d roll music was getting angrier and more n 
When we premiered in January of 1966 ser 


There was a Joto 


Assassination--ag 


by 
assed rather than flattered 


"relevant" 3 
is dam 
yes wa 


SUIS Bob Kan 


Kone by July 
to those Fans who ¢ 


Moreov 
fan of Batman because 1 didn't h 


ing books, a 


fe Baur 
E Steve Reeves's Hercules, (Ron £ 
came TV's Tarzan later the same year 
thought that approach was wrong. I'd haye 
ypher Reeve did a decade 


for his Superman. But neither of those seeman 
though even Newsweek missed the point 


AMled me a flabby 

W rar 
ety of muscle beach," to which I replied: “After reading your story | 
raced the Batmobile to my friendly neighborhoo Physician who 
sured me that I have not an ounce of “flaky y: 


notarized statement to that effect, € 
neither is Batman 


(That was the truth. The prot 


lem was, the waistband of 
» stop-your-breathing tight, to 
Anything coy 


f the tights 
keep them wridklefree 


ered with skin cells was going to spill erer, 
Specially after lunch, The Newsweek 


an outofshape E 


was designed to H 


as I moved. 


article was typical of the media 
seeing “camp 


sauman—where there really wasn't 
any.) 


As for the desig 


cover, 


n of the costume, as Michael Keaton would dis 
a big 


leathery 
thimsy and awkward 
hooting schedule f 


“clipped 


cape makes fighting and running extremely 


and we didn't have the luxury of a motion picture 
Or retakes 


in order to give 


My oft«riticized short Batears were 
us bigger closeups on TV; anyway, thats 
ere being drawn in the comic book at the time. (Besides, it 
7€ of your cars, it's how you use ‘em!) 
idn't ruin Batman. To the contrary. We rescued the Caped 
Bifiom the one foe he couldn't overcome: dismal sales, Ae 
€, in 1965 the Batman comic book was on the 
Biükeled after over a quarter century, and he said 


i801 the si 


We di 


looking intr oder wars of making a tiing py 
Hosting ivo flopped. it would have ken the go “Mtg 
the title and made it possible fi. neal i! 


"Y 
the character. We kept the franchise cr Bereng 
16 come. About the only ones who won't aman gd 


"Bros and D.C. Gomics. They have made a poin, besa) 
1o our contribution. It doesn't make any sense i MUS 
hse most of the world feels otherwise. One of my s En ty 
al ‘of those days is a gift Bob gave me in June 1966, a pe "^ 
‘of the Caped Crusader, with this inscription. « 
Who breathed life into my pen and ink 
tied and growing success always“ 


“ink, to create a character, 


Fortunately, I pretty much ky 


tad one creative dividend: it helped t 
mediate, I've always felt that one reason 
The Monkees hold up today is the co 

sense of spontaneity. The latter wasn't 


People are always surprised when fell thes 
Pilot of what happened on spe 


Wine 6 chat with the extrac 
Wa tue. The schedule was m 


Phad a small clapboard cottage on the lot Fox owned in Cives 
Üiy Which was where we ended up doing most. of our shooting (nor. 
Baise we nearly burned down the Century Plaza. Hotel, but because. 
thesoundstages were more ac commodating). The cottage consisted of 

All sitting room. It was located near our two ade 
and I usually stayed there during the season, (Di 
ards has it as of this writing: how many edifices eat 
ng housed two cartoon characters, Batman and the Pink 


Jt Was real. 

m that 1 don't 
clic episodes, and that there: 
linary guest stars we had on the sha 


nurder, 


a bedroom and a sma 
joining soundstages, 
rector Blake Edw: 
boast of ha 
Pantherz) 
The typical Batd: 
Want alone, I'd e 
Itc Blue shorts, 
Brive with break 


av began with the alarm going off at sbothinty. IET 
Xcuse myself, shower, and be dressed in i " 
and boots by the time my lighting: 
fast. (Bill later became George Pep 


The A-Team, and remains a friend.) 1 would stip i 

Tob to keep froin getting jam on my tunic o, , 

lio he Bamood. d had our wardrobe mas, 

the pocket of the robe. As Late my eggs and iie 

the script, L felt every inch Bruce Wayne, masc, o 
(he blue blazer 1 sometimes wore ay Bruce y 

design on the pocket—the Wayne family crese p oa 

olficiablooking thing done in gold thread with 1 

ple asumed it was something we'd lifted from a has 


were always taken aback when I told ther 
tion of the Latin was “Art, Nonsense, and M 


Phad a stereo in the cottage, anc 


arrived. We always played blues o 
lie Parker, to get our energy 


Classica! music was too solemn and rock 
and blues went down just fine vo ge 


By seven-thirty, the makeup 


> a 


particular because it had a 

"LL d a big 
the mi 

shile 

Yy lines Th 


antique han 
bers g 
forti an dl, aig 


a fe "n 
Jew minutes g a iray 


akeup was applied I could sit eu 
he makeup usually rook jus 


y makeup man. knew 1 


Bine. m m F wanted 
ed Batman and Bruce to appear pe lenti, 
far from that. In those earlier days, mage MC they T 


pute 
jux 1 want 


sally 
e. creating a smooth, evenly toned surf 


ound eight, one of the wardrobe 


roe: Usually I Lee Hr D 


peck the co armon 
, ton, who tay ah 


me Barbra Sireisand's ince 
ne Tone o 
Md heh 
IP me fni 
tii lj, may 


"n L think NASA coria 


M tist Lee wou) 


and he'd check the cape and the 
dresing Pe and the cowl and u 


none of them was stained or 


» from our efficiency 


Nave tien 


When 1 was pronounced A-OK, Bill would g 
be little d to € RO 0utide and rey 
the i lrive from th up 


NE cottage 19 the stre 
was a golden bats 


each side of the V 


mbok. T waa 


being lazy by using ut it helped me get from air 
rien tr ng the care pa air conditioning t 
photogenic stains on my 
Ron Which in a moment ii 
When we arrived at the set, 1 was we 
comed by one of the mos 


important men on the Bat-team: Milton Stark, my dit 
welloaveled, articulate gentlemen with th dialogue coach, a 
fealty of a scientist. 1 felt hed Ne soul of a poet and the cu 

"ed just being around him, Milton's job 


santo keep everythi 
p h ie. 1 know that sounds p 


but we were often w iit 
Enc three and sometimes four shows at once 
E - ery scene of every show we did, either 


Knight Again, doing A 
speaking the | 
D 


was difficult keeping eve 


Abing 
ot simply a matter of going in and 
or Rid: 


Robin—all required a complex creative process 


ines relationship with Catwoi 


9r Alfred, or Rot 
Sometimes M 
that day, or he 
tude in the 


d 1 would go over dialogue I had to do tater 


hanges the writer or director had 
lines. Man 


vee times we'd review dialogue from the 
Ys script, tines y w dialogue from the next 


which he felt m work or had some comedic 


M dramatic potential | 
Meals Nowe an should be aware of before we went inta re 


2 scene or two from a script that 


? " how just a week or 


| wasn't even finished, something 1 would be shoo, 


accommodate the schedule of a guest star wh. es T 
In those instances, Milton would have found ut: we - ing e 
about and would fill me in. AL the a, ^ 
Many times, Milton and I would also go over „ a 
done but had to dub, Most filmgoers and Ty Viewers qoi là Ae 
^ "much dialogue is added to a film or TV show after it's a alle 
cording may have to be redone because there w AS extraneo Thy, 


it, such as wind or cars, or technical problems, or did 
flubbed a line. Sometimes the actor has to go ang «m 


Oop thee 
* wasn’t even there when the sc tm 

because he or she wa en the scene is sh y 
the camera is on another actor, a script girl or guy may rea a 
30 you can leave to get ready for the next scene. That ai, in. 


uneasy: I liked to be there to feed lines to other actors 
make the scene more real for them. But on Batman the 
didn't cooperat at how many a 
some of them very successful, prefer to lounge in their 


(I'm disappointed, however 


of being there to feed lines to fellow actors. There's no excuse il 

If I had to do 
dubbing over a 
lunch break or in 
the evening, Milton 
would hop into the 
car with me for the 
ride from Culver 
City to. Fox, where 
‘our shows were ed- 
ited, scored, and 
finished up. It al- 
Ways amazed me 


The magic of sets/— put the building om its side ond 
we're ready to climb} 


ter I'd finished 


; knew all of the Scripts we had done or 
- 

> d out. He carried around a small w 
j, and he could give me a line in conte 


Mil 
uide a 


jexed 


dialog 


Milton an 
"quickies p 
Even with Milton’s assistance, though, it was difficu 


a bt of the pseudoscientific dialogue they contrived 
Ja order to speed things up, I suggested they get me 
foe those scenes. 

Dozier was against it. He didn't want to spend the m 


a teleprompter 


honey for some 
ig it for every scene. 1 
but he wasn't buying. Annoyed, 
eame up with an admittedly childish way of convincing him: whenever 


Thad a problem with a line like "Let's run it through the Interdigital 
Basorter and Hyperspectrographic Analyzer, Robin," I'd drop a prop; 
something small that bought me ten or twenty seconds to mail the line 
After a couple of days of 
this: 1 got my teleprompter. (Lest you feel that Twas abusing my power, 
Keep in mind that Dozier was making five or six times what Burt and 
Feared, He also gave the narrator—himselt-—a hefty raise the second 
Rn.) And later, everyone could see how much time was saved, 


The teleprompter proved to be great for me. It also helped to make 
fonsense dial 
for 


spo 


one to run it, and he thought I'd soon be wantin, 
assured him that wouldn't be the case, 


wit would fall trippingly from the tongue. 


'ogue more exciting: since there were no emotional pegs 


s* to use, the teleprompters allowed us to give the line moe 
i 
NaneoUs and interesting re 


ading, 
Lunches were ] 
usually spent working, if not on the show then an 

the phone, * : 


xe with reporters, or with Dozier or my agent or wi 

bs i to me. In the early days, Milton and Dyer and E 

pom ires for a quick bite, just to clear our head 
“Sometimes we cleared them a little too comp 


Tate getting back to the set: after 1 was docked 4 few th 

acide’ that war much too expensive for Junh, ic MTM 

wiches from the commissary. Vue AT 
Sometimes it was also necessary to do a little flesh, 


ids and relatives of the 
soundstage. So many friends and relatives of pe SA ang c, EP 


to visit that set that Dozier had come up with i idea op 
Brandstands on the soundstages. Empty sents wer, Aled y, ig ý 
ito the general public! I don't know who endeq up vij li t 
ifibwimtime and Burt), but in the early days of yh, how 1, 
atleast a half hour a day signing autographs anq Posing for 
V didu't mind, of course, because it was great for the kids in y 
ence and their affection 
erably, and eventually ushers had to be posted to limit ae 

its. 
aps my kids were visiting, 1 tried to devote my Jun hime i 
Nga brought them over whenever they weren't in school, my rela: 
ship with her having settled into a nice, warm friendship. She asp, 
uinely happy for me, which speaks well for her 

After we wrapped actual shooting for the day, Which was usu 
Around seven, the cast would assemble for rehearsals, or else ld dote 
dubbing or work with Burt and the stunt crew on action bits Td ge 
back to the cottage sometime between nine at night and midnightand 
with or without Milton, I'd review the next day's lines. Usually I would 
have the company of a lovely assistant 

That was my life for three years. 1 missed not being able to get 
More physical activity in the outdoors during the week. I liked t0 dinb 
and bicycle and ski, and there was no time even for evening s 
made up for it on weekends, though. Jonelle, Hunter, and fe p 
hiking or surfing or horseback riding or play volleyball. TUE 
nly good for the body but for the soul: I'd come ue to 
Monday whipped, cleansed, and ready to hit the Rees m 

However, one Monday, 1 remember waking up wipe aken o 

= and was tal 

Nerish. I went to the studio, could barely move, an 
al with the flu. ? » Not atali het 
| that stop the Batcrew from working? No behind adi 
Hubie Kerns, in the Batsuit, shot from 


sincere. But it did stow iy des 


mated, Sixty percent of a Batman episode had been done without me, 
dnd no one from Dozier to Burt let me forget it. As Howie Horwitz put 
P Tall Your agent not to be too tough negotiating your next contract; 
Been Hubie and all the tape we have of your voice, we could prob: 
bly do the season without you 

Howie loved to keep me on ¢ ge with exaggeration, Fighting the 
Joker and the Riddler was easy compared to tackling movie magie and 
the threats of Producers, 


JURE WAS great to work with. He was realy into i 

superhero, terrific at taking direction, and his 
'as Robin really gave me something to play off of 
the paternal wiser adult in my character. 

Naturally, we had our spats; that happens in amy 
pecially in a high-pressure situation like Barman, The igge 
one had to do with our accommodations on the fou 
a cottage, which rankled him, as it would any tee 
making less than 1 was, but experience (not to menti 
das lis privileges. Aud it was his first real credit. 

Burt had a dressing room on the soundstage, and he'd 
Selfthere to study his lines, play chess (he’s a sharp player), or 
Wdy friend. When we were all ready and waiting, he'd: erupt 
Mair of youth, punching his gloved fists together, raring to go, rei A 
Me chastised by Bruce, cautioned by Batman, or beaten or blown by 
A villain. 
Sometimes, though, toward the end of the first season, he kept 
walling. I suspected that he was being petulant, so I'd retire to 


Uresing cubicle on the soundstage and work there unt he Was 
Then I'd emerge 


Well, it didn't take long for this to evolve (or devolve) intoan 
Protocol worthy of the United Nations. Burt didn’ 
SuCArst and, as à matter of pride, neither did I. 1 
Bd On the same team, but if I gave in on this, 
ae his weight around in the scenes the 

r thought, So what used to be Burt's 


of 


him, temptation Was everywhere, and 
wa strong curiosity. He could also Ret in ang. 
p» 1 could, which was a distinct advantage, ¢ 
puer Don though it didn't work out; as of this wri 
wife. financier's daughter named Tracy, 
emn ite California beach town, where Burt pursues 
aid Ine n jjects, which include producing childrens’ Videos, 
rh other at infrequent cast reunions, 
a of the grueling schedule, there wasn't time for Burt and 
ar ora cong 1 E re it” for very long if something struck uy funny: This was 
nt on your she è me to roblem for me than for Burt. For one thing, his fun, 
beu of a p! nc and he could to, Wis 


r hour or more. I felt terrible about it, bur by thar 
without losing face. time | 
'ra week or so of this, Dozier or H i | 
g rooms were to be placed facing each, other Wi eed a 
for us on the set, an assistant director w "en LEN 

I 


-— 


Horwitz y i 


ould sang pu 
slike a referee at a fight and call us to th 
together, Burt and I would look at c. 
er. After a few days of that silline 
ime out when we were ready. 
Tt was all very silly, but it’s like a company ¢ 
“with a view, one of those trophies you v 
indicates status and means respect 
—— Sometimes Burt's enthusiasm got him into tro 


Ne Set The door te 


we 


urface as 
‘pas close to the s 
wasn't aS 


it 
ble with the y | pes simations, not laughing until the take was Voi For s 
‘Grew. Writer Stanley Ralph Ross tells the story about hog Buren, | fhad most of the ultrastraight (and hence silly) dialogue, ox d 
him after the first or second script he'd written and complained py while, it would take us a quarter of an hour to get 
is part was too small. Stanley's one of the most e 


nds in length, but there were two times whi 
sect 


“ever worked with (he's also a minister, who officia sene altogether and move on to something else, 


"recent marriage ceremony), and he w In one episode, the Catwoman had left us clu 
asked for. The next script he wrote had Burt in most every scene whieh three golden cat statuettes. As we 
meant long hours on the set and in those uncomfortable tights Buy pacing and Burt was sitting beside 
compl in, this ti 3 s icked one up and held it up 
lained again, this time about having too much to do, Stanley Burt pici P 

i sci e kidnapped in the fy the scripted dialogue: 

"solution: in the very next script, he had Burt kid napped in i 
"scene and not rescued until virtually the last radioactive. ; i 
NE eoe Stanley afier than, apologized for hiy One of the crew members tittered, which was all it took 1 brote 
l EE oni sa ver to do it again. Everyone es amaniiitien Burt started laughing. I took us seven or eight times after 

complain romised never to ain. i i 
4 23 Em P dunkings at the hand of "Roll that to get through it, We could hardly make it to that line, and the 
B oa E themselves and the projetler titor absolutely needed it to cut into the episode, We finally got ity 
asa reminder that actors serve 


5, 

P 

a 
E 
r 


es in the form of 
contemplated. the figurines, T was 


them on the table, During the take, 


P to his face. And T responded with. 
"Drop that golden Pussy, Robin! It could be 


» with a great deal of ain. I would pinch my leg to keep a straight face, 
ef Tracy. advised: learn the fines ok p p g 
en they do what Spencer Tracy ae m ae wT had tears from the effort. 
s FEANN 3 
don't bump into the furniture or t t of big brother to Burt er R Another time, Batman and Robin had planted a listening de 
Bie frst few weeks I became a sor her matters, Burt ws? fh the Penguin's lair. As 1 reached in to retrieve 
studio politics were involved; in othe jc b 


" a the prop People had replaced our Bathug with a 
have been a mistake: Vit ofa prune, No ‘one who has lived in Hawaii ean: 
to the set, which may ha! 


mp je, and he + and this one didn't intimidate me, 
nda k m Sene as the bug microphone c 
duty 5 and n 


vil 
man. During the run of the show, Burt's 


A sd UM 


wo get grossed out. Others began to 
s 

say chest and down the Bar P 
3 d. But the cockr 


stifle | 
ays te fit 


Then th 


vent h WAN'T the 


ally star 
jy real 


Problem, Afu 
M rater, unreal) bug was brought in, Iu 1 todo up, 0 
for rà g And then everybery « abi 
gel and started laughing. And th tybody else laughed, We Rive 
agi 5 after twenty minutes and came back 10 W later inthe qe 
NEU Tories like these fall into the yo 
A lot of s a 
ant to understand, though, th 
y importa 86 of ihe py 
EE aer, it didn't take James Thurber to ya ra 
jare we we 


radioactive pussy was enough of a safety, 
bupora 


10 get us g 
goin 
Usually, though, there wasn't time for these kind x 


OF shenanigans 
al. In that respect, the uy k 


er's casting people were smart) to have 
rier's 
(and Dozi 


ve not only good, but whose stature 
ve 


d ihe east was utterly professi 
am 


nn who 
ht t0 the fuf This 
of veteran Alan N; 
fuder and confidant Alfred. Like Alec € 


Ve weig 


was especially true with the cast "pier as Brice's 
m or Marlon 
fanciful goingeon 

five, a re 


^umnness in Siar W 
Brando in Superman, he was an anchor for the f 


Alan was a courtly man who stood six-foot al sweethear, 
wih an arch sense of humor that fit Batman 


perfectly. He way sixty 


asic films like The Sng 
and Julius Caesar, ane 
again!) that I didn't have more 


three when he came to our show 
af Bemadette, The Uninvited, 


veteran of cl 


À 1 was sorry (once 
time to socia 


ze with him or with his 


neiydaughter, who came to the set from time to time 


ne Vd often walk 


the good old days" with crew mem: 
ave loved to stop 


byand overhear him 


king about 
bers or p 


est stars, and I would h. 


and listen to some 
of those stories. 


Ihave 


Of my years as Batman (and after) involve him. 

DBE was an episode where Alfred was forced to don the Batsuit 
Bio the Batmobile, and rush to our rescue has worn some 
Se Petiod costumes in his care er, but never anything like the Bat 
Bent ei lfconscious and a bit ridiculous. He had voiced his mis 
a DEBE the rehearsal, felt that we wer pushing the absurd a 
fü (agree), but the writer, director and Dozier thought it 

3 nice way to show just how devoted Alfred was 
ough 1 


ached for A} 
a't let me. He 


he Would an and offered to intercede on his behalf, 
With Yvonne Craig 


acted the scenes, pushing through like a meme 


^s Light Brigade, bringing whar oy, 
e Neri. Afterward, he told Dives Bee w 
E or him, like that B 
e in 1088, with comedian Ross Spar. 
E I've never cared for re 
j but 1 find them bittersweet and shallow, i 
(o them. the fun of the old schoolteachers and fo, 2: nS 
B articular show was the worst of them, Al, ^ rong, 
lg) He was unable to leave his wheetehaiy > ng 
epee difficulty. When he did speak, he couldn't ha 
his words, and viewers who didn't know differently wont oe 
Fie was drunk, He had agreed to come on with Juls n =" 
Gorshin, Wonne Craig (Batgirl), Burt, and me iS i a 
t, of course. But absolutely no consider iy 
should be there, ol 


ain 


* dig 
"n 
T hosting MN 


wi 
i] 


1o Bis condition, and 1 sat there, fuming, as he wa asked qu! 
Tequired lengthy answers, or as the camera would catch this wor 
human being gazing blankly into space. Naturally it was tite 
Bit it was also insensitive and shameful. That show was sala 
This distinguished career; he died shortly after the taping 
Madge Blake was a lovely Aunt Harriet, a character who wa 
the comic book just to give Bruce and Dick a reason to be se 
their dual identities. Otherwise, they could have lounged aroun 
Batsuits, which would have undercut the drama somewhat, Besides (a 


Sons We'll get to in a moment, Bill Dozier felt we needed to have a emake 


Wayne Manor. 


Madge was sixty-six at the time, a veteran of films like Sin 
Rain and series like The Real McCoys and The Joey Bishop Sh 
Was a delightful, endearing, slightly dithery woman. She w E 
between setups, very heartfelt verse about the difficult Es 
We lived and how we all needed to slow down; I was usuall 
lo read much of it. E 
Madge was very much at ease speaking the word pini 
as fluidly and movingly as a Glenn Close pe^ 
that good. But whenever the camera was re l 
ered, and groped, her voice mre P 
around, the camera bringing out the 


ote pane 


p" 


p don't 

; a 
sade his wa 

i HS ijt valu- 


pt 
ten 
ee as 


ier. 


ms of the “ed 
it hae, pe 
forge Catin | 


ier. 
du out some 
proug' protective 


pi a litte 


and may 


w uce. 

M aral of our 
sectors were im- 
sient with Madge. 
snd her parts were 
jut down whenever 
they did our show 
one of 


However, 
them was down 


right hostile his first 
day on the set, and 
gat was one of the few times I had to throw my weight around He 
didn’t like the way she was tripping over her words and told her to 
lam the speech or he'd give it to Alfred. When he was finished, 1 
glanced across the set and told him that Aunt Harriet would be some- 
what halting in her speech, terribly concerned about the comfort of 
those in her charge, Dick and Bruce. Moreover, 1 told him that her 
age and sweetness provided an importa 
wey of the rest of the characters, I concluded my title speech by 
telling him to shut up and let her speak her lines in her own way, 
without pressure If not, I told him, I'd give his job to Alfred. 

He shut up and let Madge act. The next day, I found a lovely home 


taked cake in my cottage on the lot. I don't think it was from the 
director, 


nt balance to the intensity and 


Dear Madge died 


SF NERO t0 her fu, 
uce W; " 
aay Wane Bids A 


a year after our series went off the air. 
neral (that would have made it a media 
unt Harriet Farewell!) T sent flowers, 

that E realized 1 had never met her family, Not 


je on. He didn't do it to em ^ 
Sil ii ia iheir scenes together, and in a fled en R 
mheon h 

"Sol was abo smart enough to imew his carie, 
nimus Dr. Fu Manchu, had been a terrific Digby d n, bes which I understand diet quite well for him, 
and had costarred in one of my favori Beh. ue eset tac in November 1974. He was fifty-six, 
Rangers playing a Nazi tangling with forme, 9 
Sammy Baugh. Porta 
was sixtyseven when we started, an ol, 
d all of his roles, he took our show ver 
wing people fuss over him: he didn't even like Wearin, 

only take some powder to tone down the bag 
wehead, nose, and cheeks. He never brought his famiy y; 
rarely smiled, and he studied his Script intently between > 
Knew the lines of everyone else in all of his Scenes Anii 
iely pissed off at me during the rehearsals of several ex 
des because I laughed while reading the script for the fing ter 
Straight drama to him, and when you see him sing she 
r we needed the Caped Crusader, it is now,” he gemist 
e than once he threatened to leave if I didn't ule & 
ñ when I told him I was, he didn't believe me (rf 


ly 


d crony of p 
'V, ver ETT 
Very, vey ae 


fault Neil for his professionalism, and God Blake 
e, never screwed up, and his professional ei 
when the rest of us felt like screaming le? 
Out of deference to him, 1 would €: 


p" 


^| 


THE size of the show, the ¢ ai 

( v and the intricacy of the special eed 
plagued the first episode were varii à 

jus so resourceful that nothing fazed theim. Frege, 


shot in the Batcave that was so big and 


sunlight, and gave us one helluva shot, 
Ineredibly, we did have a glitch during the firs show the 
‘caught until it was too Tate to do anything about i: when 
Mid down the Batpoles in the study, Iwas on the left vide and fi 
SH the right. When we emerged iit the Batcave, we were on 0 
aides {I came down on the right sol co 
the Batmobile.) We re-shot it with our names on the poles, which some 
ritos (of course!) saw as more evidence of "camp," while others juu. 


Wandered about it (the same people who wondered, "How da ley 
tittige while they're sliding doy 


uld run to the driver's uil LI 


wn?) 
I've also been asked why the switch thas opened the concealed 

Bupole panel was hidden inside a bust of Shakespeare. There sas ma 

Hidden significance (e.g,, that the Bard might also have been a mad 

159 Identities, Francis Bacon or Edward de Vere). teas simply a bi 

Sf stidied whimsy on the part of the production designer. i dilworh 

tough nor in the Way viewers were led to believe. When Lpusbed e 

HOW, it tured on a light behind the vig tole a 

SEW to pull it oper. 


les were fun, Whenever we did the 


down from the library, T tried to slide 
the audience with my face instead or 
Wankly, I had fun doing it that way 
for the duo. 

When we slid through the 1 
library, we landed on old 
members would use tho rie Naia 
) agan ta kick up some unpleasant odors as i. md 


Around ana 
Thy bun 


And it looked 


* in the floor of 


mitresses fifieen feet jy ^ 


WN 


mattresses for othe 


r yer used an outhouse, think about slipping ropa Pi i ^ 

] Fave an idea what it was like to hit the mar, One, AM 
on an empty wine bottle with a Midnigh prs labet ag 
good stuff, Bur you learn not to complain abo, XL. No ` 


i 
i because they always get the last word, like the tin 


Batpoles and "forgot" to tell us. Or the many des m 

Guies and forget to pull the doors open as we ray 5 
The second part of the slide, into the Baten, 

few times and reused from episode to epis 


the ¢ 
TEW tog 


d "mj, 
the Bag, 


Was 


filmed jy 
lt was the More | 


gerous of the two, since we werc UP on catwalks 
the hard studio floor. 1 didn't do many fancy wu, 
jist held on and hoped I made it all the way dow 

Another set we often used was the sic 


and sliding 


ms in those à 


le of the buik 
man and Robin ascended in the wall-climbing scenes. We ended 


Using this a great deal because it was the only way we could 
modate all the celebrities who wanted to 
Characters made their way up the wall, some famous face, like 
Lewis, George Raft, Sammy Davis, Jr., Edward G. Robinson 
©) Williams and Bruce Lee (as the Green Hornet and Kato), woul | 
out of windows to say hello. l 
Phils set was redressed each week so it looked like a differen 
Dig though the design and basic drill were always the sune. Ti 
ilt On a six-degree angle to keep us from falling over Ne 
lour crouched Batrope-climbing positions. Nylon ann 
to our capes to hold them straight behind us (457 


ed on ils 
e were climbing). and with the camera tilted on 
» 


to haw 
usually pausing her t* 


ling which 
Ig Which By 


T 
Appear on the show. As 


ead 


LL TUM m 

; crimefighter. Consequently, ag V the cm d 
Twas quickly burdened with a le, teeny hay, 
MIL arouse me betwen Glas, Cay seme 
z imo an asset, using the 

of concentration that an actor Should have u 1 
T have kept several of my original Comms for al tan) 
from collectors that they are highly valued, sa f 
‘on to Em however—in fact, worst of ay a 
T At we all took to calling (for a 


Whenever nature called, virtually everything tad ose 


utility belt, trunks, tights. On our Schedute there 
ks to relieve oneself! 1 dealt with i by las 


^t, but, ^ 
in costume. Burt didn't, 
when I was 
eam dern Lyera they would 
dhs were not the modern Lycra they won 
The tights 


had an "allergy 
her and hotter. Burt 
= ae that I didn't have. 1 felt sorry 


etween takes Burt would 
UNE mar aix to communicate to the wardrobe People 
EE his tights were. Unfortunately, this was also 
Eun everyone on the set and, finally, throughout the ste 
nat carpenters and grips and others began imitating this 
Miling arif they had terminal body lice in their jeans, Burt became 
Sebati of some pretty stupid jokes without quite understanding why 
Wended up discarding: the tights in some shots, or else shaving his 


Mandailing up like a Venice Beach bodybuilder Then I ribbed him, 
dne, 


But Burt had another Problem as well. Shortly 
bear the Catholic Legion of Decency decided they didn't like the 
whe filed his lights, so to speak. There was too much him, too much 


Master Jan Kemp tried fitting the tights with a sup 
Pairs of underwear, but neither of them worked, ace 
E. which meant that not only oo * doctor at Fox gave him pills tha reed 
up, but my Batsuit d Or three hours at "stretch," again, according to Burt 
4 a bead of perspiration, a , 


‘anyone who'd listen, There followed the oblig. 
ko 


the prol. 
bios. 


use Today, bui 
to Lycra and tad a 
Tor him, They both. 
affect a strange, benp 


nt me from occasional 
OF Burt and 1 from coli, 


deep respect even fr 


after we went on 
2 Very abrasive on the checks and nose, and hot 


Minstrel's giant barbecue. I was in and out of tt 


Pirar and two, 
kb. 


band Burt “Wad jok, 
E confoxs 1 was somewhat 


up RUN 
the pills, too. Sut, p the Bay 
me with the pi nner 
Le 
le, eh) 
the: Boy Wander's tight green shorts 
bad 


weren'y * 
Atchdo 
and Robin 


z » More than one wa 
ee 
gen jew idea: back in 1953, 4 headline, ring 
a a a, Bot itin his thick tittle pepa Ung 
E Senate subcommittee ja 
cole sing Comics Code Authoriy n 
oo redi 

Robin were gay. 


'ou 


"outrageous" not because it was 
Ee field. We were talking about 
rix Gray. It hadn't been on Bob 


n't Conceivab 
à comic boo 
Kane's ming 


le. hy 


"n 
k, nop gy AP 


OF on 


tou ata 
Conservative 

even old Dr. iy 
tham writing abe 
it and 


Speilis 
Against us, 

Bill Dozier, his 
staff, and Burt ay 
1 talked aka 


whether or not ip 
Ply to ignore it We 
decided no, the 
the issue had to be 
addressed before t 
took on a life afi 
own. We all ule 
to the prest abot | 


f 
i 


-— t Wertham way just 4 s 
ling iram "all publicity Wound: 9M. ber 
i aog Een: Depending on the inp ae A he 
aye wae pue “Gays or straights, ine Ei cT 
opm Ei ERRORS never alloy ic Tune js 
ORAL eR away quickly. bur q 
OEA OR ill-informed may wich EON 
E or aa indiasay ctis the 1950s, and ten Nu 
pad all bu 


j 
lapping Against our a x 
ided ideas were ores. f 
pe dec E radisnd respect for the potency OF ideny and ko 
den verfu. son could have on others, And a "Batmania" 
zem ENS Bur aut Were sent on various 
ation, a 
the nà 


promo 
rmously careful about what 1 sid ang Pli 
1 was eno 


id, i 
mics took this to be a continuation of 
c 
m bids Magy 1 wasn't trying to be a reallife 
ws, 
God kno 
but. 


Penona, 


Batman, 


myTy 
1 was just ty 
ople that possibly it was the Werthams of world wi 
show pe 
w 


the 
he rest of us, 

ched, not t 

be wate 

should 


qr's significant that our most succesful 
that came from the comic books: the Joker, 
and Cmwoman- It wasn't just the genius of Bob 
didn't create them all Writer Bill Finger and artist 

sacked for years on the strip, also contributed charac 

But the comic book was a testing ground for vi 
didn't cut the mustard, like Simple Simon (whose crimes 
‘on nursery rhymes) or the Duplicate Man (who could solis 

ple) didn't come back. The rest did. 

The Joker is probably the most famous and welkliked 
fain, largely because of his insane and sidistic gags and his war 
down countenance, which is strikingly more unusual tha that 
fiero, The Penguin is also a grotesque paradox, a rolypoly figuig 
Joves birds but is also a devious criminal. The Riddler's ingenio 


rnin 


gles and colorful costume were his claims to fame 
But my personal favorite has always been Selina Kyle, the Cate 


woman. 
Bob Kane said that Catwoman was originally modeled after fea 
Harlow, and that he and writer Bill Finger chose cats as a mougngg 
just because she was a cat burglar (though that was reason enough) 
but because cats were as mysterious and unpredictable as women, The. 
device made her exotic, and allowed. Kane and compan gage 
lier with all kinds of cat paraphernalia (cabo'sninessilse net TES 
Catacomb, a catapult, having nine lives, etc» 
But there was obviously more to her ap 
than the collection of cat symbols. 
Stanley Ralph Ross was a 


f for 
ation coulis 
í as it might be | tte 
LA, Lino (I can just see Arnie Becker Tr pei 
Q 
- 


also Yor the writers, The flirt 
‘then as I would have liked it, or 


ja palimony suit against Batman). Thus, the rela 
Took the form of a strong comedic Hirtatiny 
as Garwoman constantly tried to seduce and/or ci Da 
any sly way she could. Mear » poor Batman way 
Clowe/lust and resisting what he thought was ay aie 
cessve passion. Interestingly, it was different for hin, pe: 
ws Bruce Wayne and Catwoman was posing as i 
Things got pretty hot between them before the "YR 
upted by Cawoman’s minions, but that was okay. Brie We 
the obsessively moral Batman | 
Batman had three Catwomen (Carwomans2) Julie Newmar pag | 
iit the first two seasons. In the third season, when she yat 
ing the big screen epic Mackenna’ Gold with Gregory Peka 
Sharif, Bartha Kitt took over the part. When we did themme 1 


0 e Meriwether stepped in. 

All three women were sleek, beautiful, and exciting, but LHuds 
telationship with Julie because she was on six times compat 
"two, because she was my age, and because she was une 


lulie had never heard of our show or the wc 
t asked to do the part (on a Friday: they needed ie 
duct of the prestigious Actor's Studio, she Mi 

in New York, whom I had first seen as Supe i 
, n (That was her third film. The fate. 


also been à dancing giri in 
jules for Seven Brothers.) Julio wen 


E 
n 


Miller on My Living Doll i the [oT 
cally wanted to do was movies and. 
m with Suzanne Plesheite (1 dant e 
wo play Gawoman, her brother way si 
jd when she told him what she way wis 


ETT. 
ind Julie had guis. im em ie 
one point muttering to Alan, "Why cura ghee 
er Reeth Alan replied, “She iy vg ea ] 
E felt that Catwoman should be pure evi, teasing Batman rather 

actually falling in love with him She also felt that she shaun 

a lile time and money to develop interesting catlike m 
iscing feline for the eyebrows or lips or ears Bur il Dorien ari 
Guiles lud their vision, and Julie went along with i brought ever. 
iing to bear on her interpretation, including her sensual dancer 
movements, inventive hissing and purring, scratchmybelly poses, and 
puing, provocative mouth, She also came up with a very clever way 
ofwearing her belt, draping it around her hips instead of around her 
wis to emphasize her curves. Sheathed in a spangled, skinaight blag 
eistume, her neon-red, curved sharp nails clawing slowly at some une 
yem prey, she established the character for every actress whe folk 
foved—ineluding, I'm told, Michelle Pfeiffer in Batman Returns. She 
abo caused curious stirrings in my utility belt. 


From the start, the flirting was as thick and ticklish as angora 
putlyaverted glance here, a little smile there. All very enticing bot all 
ferie benefit of the part. She wanted the sexual tension right there. 
nthe surface when the cameras rolled. It was a. fascinating rite to be 


pito V understood why male and more than a few female viewers 
about her, 


The worldwide press hinted at an off-camera h 
DVI with ood reason, Julie was very 
g some distance 


and I had somewhat the same attitude fous, 
pue amd Julie was the sexiest wo, * 

ome ow ches length. 1 was able to mas, 
E L-- the set a Jot and her Hitting me 

| She was tormenting me 

There are some actors who feel that a fiim, exper | 
piete voles they've bedded their leading ladie, ma 
there’s a smirking. balding hero, and a second gener, tage 
soda pair òf hemen who practically have sex yy le 

written into their contracts. Min, 
Jasure you I am not one of these actor, € 
and went on Baimen: among them Julie, Wonne 
feether, Joan Collins, Leslie Gore. Deanna Lund, 


"orgeou, ¢ 
an 

Jill St. Joy, M, 
John, p, 


| Grace 1 
and my old friend Annie Oakley, Nancy Kovack (who has ^t Whig 


s 
the wife of esteemed conductor Zubin Mehta), jg y jay ehe 
d set 
im them, instead of on the work at hand, it would haye been b. 
E 
and counterproductive .. . especially if we'd hag Problems € 


fad to work together, or if any of them had wanted t come 
ome bik 


The work is what lag 
and it's too important to let your libido interfere 


the show and the producer hadn't wanted them 


Of course, Julie was very special: she was all there And vew 
quite close. And she was the sexiest woman on TV, So it was really, 

Tor me to remain aloof. Julie knew that. She was extremely playful oe 
midnight, as I entered my cottage, 1 tripped and looked dow eni 
ie desk I could see a long, gray, padded plank with wires ams 
and a large, luminous dial with various speeds indicated on it Tie 
ara bright red ribbon tied around the entire contraption, Laits 


on the light, found a red rose with a note and read it 


Happy birthday, Adam. This is the world's first vibrating slant 
board. I hope you will e xperience some of the relaxation and 


Pleasure you've been missing with me 
Love, Julie 


» great f 
PF ain't just her looks and moves that made Julie a 8f e 
Like the character, she was every inch the page 
Was my favorite pussycat. Oh, about that hot 1? 


p 


pes went on about: a true crimefighter, like any other gentleman 
never reveals all his secrets. Remember tha ne—"| prefer sa 
think it's because my heart is pure, Robi t exactly hurting 
foccompanionship in those days. I was like a kid in a comi 
and I couldn't avoid taking a peek under every cover that 


teresting, especially when they were constantly being thrust 


Its funny, though. At some point late in the first season, Egat 


bored with those comic books and yearned for a novel. One faceless 


relationship is like another, none of them especially satisfying, and ong 
weekend, while I was with Jonelle and Hunter, I got it in my head that 
I should try to r pair my broken marriage. 1 realized what a fool Id 
heen to let Nga go, to allow my family to be broken up, and Lured w 
Yn her back with flowers, phone calls, and even a candielit family 
dinner. 

d i wasn't to be, though my failed efforts didalt send 

* quite the contrary, The facade of esu 


"uli the rest 
Ei no longer a requirement ans at 
A 


T was spending off-hours with. 
an item for several months uar 
her himself and would have barre o 
After that, Lana Wood and 1 were i m 
d into each other by accident one weyers? Ti 

bered meeting in Hawaii, and afer a qj 
NE eiue beach ahogether, 

Talso saw Natalie on several occasions, and mu, 


h 
she didn't need to be reminded who 1 was. aie to "uli 


the sec, 


Ne 
nd on M 


side of a hit variety show. 
; caue we'd come on as à midseason ci 
vom already had their work lined up for them, ' 


Robert Wagner but not yet married to Richard Grenis apnd rie pes bes 
fut for drinks from time to time, to laugh about wi "E — cocsedyibie rib: pipes 
thought I was the night we went out for dinner, she V. d “ie Rondeau, Tom Gries, and Larry Peerce were top 


e was 
paths would. cross over the years, and I found her charmis 
ming, and ee 


of the most devoted Hollywood moms I've ever known, She rea 
Wagner, of course, and their home on North Canon Drive in 
Hills was full of photos of the kids and the family. She tumed de, 
lot of work to be at home (including Bonnie to Warren Beatty's Che), 
but she never once resented it. It was more important for het ipie c 
able to drive to Sunset Boulevard and pick up Natasha at school ia Ghet Handley, rockers Paul Revere and the Raiders, belly dancer 
for her to see her name in Variety. (Or appear on our show, whkhlt | gp. Jack Benny's announcer Don Wilson, Joe Besser of the Three 
begged her to do.) Stooges, and the legendary old western star Fuzzy Knight. lt-wax an 
ambitious, exciting show, and a sheer delight. (Imagine the task a di- 
rector would have trying to do that today—bringing the likes of Vanna 
White, Peter Jennings, Aerosmith, and so on, together for a primetime 
| show? Even if it could be done, few would be willing to attempt ih) 
The only director 1 really didn't get along with was Don Weis, who 
Hever seemed happy to be doing television and didn’t like me in par 
Jil He'd taken offense at on offhanded comment T was sti to 
Made to a reporter, that an orangutan could direct Batman, thoug 


"n't aware of the context of my remark: when. 


» amy both went on to do fine work in feature films, 
rough bis det comedic touch to fTroopamd many other sl 
yas also a te of mine, a man with a great sense 
"understood. that to get the best out of Burt and me he iks 
Curves that weren't in the script. For one second-season e| 


Kiddingly that if we ran oy, 


^" e 
fon Peaches's availability. Ney, obi 


R Wei, hh i 
though, eH 
ned about virtually everything | : 
us it spun round and went 
unprise, as T felt Bruce Wayne should rea, ML 
that. He also didn't like the way 1 picke > 
yas Batman—close up. so he could stu 
or how Batman delivered lines. Happily, he on, i 
[Dozier was aware of the personality clash : 
the guest stars, like the majority ori ^ 

taon, 


ly them thy 
CTY 
rected 4, 


“Foremost among them were several of the recurrin 
er 16 Frank and Julie than 10 the others 
what fine 
and actors 


E villains, 1 


but T can't sy [OM 


ond Hunte 
Meredith 


Cesar's Joker 
so different 


y for mischief, That really came out i 
of playing leading men or smog peu 
playing an outand-out vili and hag pets he 
t contributed an important element to tie puc. In 
d iie deher Jan Kemp had hix first meeting with Gag ame 
ien showed them his comic book-inspired designs fa 
eere y tailored burgundy suit with black atripes on ya ota 
facli 5 plack string tie, white face, amd green hai Pants, y 
a je color drawings, Cesar started to giggle and 
quoti ^. he did, Dozier looked at FizSimons, the 
voi Jose it" 
oi ed one, perp 
The laugh Bill said. "That's the Joker's laugh. 


ge didn't mi 
^t fond of the green wij 


PI 


a 
wer 
ee ed (0 Pe 
eli p deligh 


1 at Cesar and 


perplexed. "I'm sorry?" 


1 the makeup, which took about 


an hour to put on 

which was hot and itchy. He 

mplain, though. As any good actor would, he ued the dicon 
That urgent madness in the 


e wasn 


hough h 
didn't con 


jon in his performance Joker's manner 
act, it was Cesar literally wanting to pull his hair out 


wasn't an 

Cesar always came ready to work, knew his lines, and. was very giving 
qnd gracious to the other actors He also had one of the most unusual 
meihods of preparing for scenes I've ever seen. He would come to the 
st dressed and made up, paper towels under his chin so his whiteface 
makeup wouldn't get on his clothing. Then he'd sit down in his seat 
and dore off. Not just shut his eyes and rest: Cesar would go right to 
sleep. 

“I'm collecting my thoughts and marshaling my energy,” he would 
murmur through those glistening teeth if anyone asked what he was 
doing 

But the moment he was called to step in front of the camera, he 


ws instantly vital and in character. He never missed a cue or fumbled 
‘line; he was there. 


Many reviewers talked about what a stroke of genius it was, thats, 
hap," for us to leave his mustache on under the makeup. Truth 
Me was Something we stumbled on. Originally, when Bill 
"ra for the part, Cesar said he'd love to do it but! 

to shave, He said that the mustache was an 


persona, and he'd Father 4, 
Vete: Mni 


the 


Neng 
subject. The test consisted of a ee. ande 


soup op 
d 


s 
to 


g closely, we could see the stiff, ued, 
E- though in time S n. ais bo 
d of antic silliness we wanted to lace the shew, d UM 
jt. It wasn't something you could ever have play is deci 

(was also a marvelous man to work With, and n 
ily ironic that after having enjoyed a long ang sis valy 
roing back to 1929, he was getting more Attention mal 

Penguin than from anything else he'd ever done, (Somethin 
d. happen to him again when he played Sly Stallone’s Ba. 
ly Rocky films.) ! 
Ld expected him to be disturbed by that: after alll, here waay 
or Who'd been in Of Mice and Men and Advise and Consent 
other great films, and he was doing a comic book for TV. Burg 


“What could be better,” I remember him saying, “than huig 
en smile at you and kids shrink away from you? It's the bead 
worlds.” 


d. And he really loved his makeup. It transformed him fom 

little man into this outgoing avian fiend who, even when te 

weren't rolling, cackled and muttered to himself, ginge 

S and looked as if he were searching for a behind “a 
pot him working with his cigarette holder, o: 

y ii 
y he carried or used these props were ees ly pq 
I they should have been. In fact, one of the 

Burgess one of the Penguin's most p 

book character was rarely without ^. ie 

‘is not a smoker. In our first rehear p 

ibly and Burgess 


BACK TO Ty 


| kind of cough, and ay soon 
Cy gegen on to something: by fore) she dit, y 
p , he came up with the Penguin’, Pie 
in nee ^ Mickey Rooney had been strongly consi 
gae I but negotiations broke down and ihe 


pe chearsal, I couldn't even i i 
be at first rehi even imagin 
; after E Frankly, 1 still can't, "ne Ayn 


ing jan Kemp also added his deft touch, 
sgsumer Jan uches t by} 
ag He felt that the comic hook Penguin ng the char, 
T ig be believable for TV, so he came up with 
jg body pads inside the costume to flesh 


m, Usin 
hat restrictive, which helped i 
sc somewhat restrictive, w ped Burgi id 
sme addling. walk. The vest and gloves J bai 
famo! 


an designed were made 
from faux penguin fur, and the feathered fiend's monocle was 


ace using putty-like spirit gum; Otherwi 
jn place using pui ise, Burgess would! 
EA time holding it in place. P 


Burgess was also somewhat like Frank in that when he screwed up 
he got quite angry at himself, grumbling and squswking and 
around. He always became particularly frustrated when there wasn't 
enough time to work with the trick umbrellas, which had a tendency 
10 release a gas or liquid or sword prematurely, late, or not at all 
When it was clear that our show was "in" and a surefire career 
reviver, everyone wanted to be on. Between guest villains and the many 
cameos, we ended up with two hundred and fifty celebrities in all 
which was quite an accomplishment. Still, I'm sorry about some of the 
ones that got away. There was Jose Ferrer, of course, but alsa Robert 
Kennedy, who was then still the Attorney General and wanted to appear 
ina cameo as Attorney General. But we could never put that one to 
Seiher. Instead, he hung in his Washington, D.C, office a pi 
De Td inscribed, "From one crimefighter to anothers Th 
E10 meet him, we spoke by phone, and T discovered | 
Fett sense of humor, which T don't think many p 
Frank Sinatra, Gregory Peck, and Liz 1 


The biggest wrangling for a par was whey 

er of bigname 

King Tut. A number of big : 
Charlton. Heston and Yul Bryn 


spoked too much, and we were lar 


Dosier was a fan of the Oscarnominated yi toi 
" janet), and he did have both x 
Happened to Bain J h the Tegal, 
ing and wicked delivery that the character needed. jy. po, s 
A d ressly for the show that reat} uu T. 
villain created exp: MV really casei th 
The late actor was a love, very sly, erudi 


Kelv a nonsmokiy, 


* Buong A 


red 
Pounds 


remely heavy, He weighed about four hune 
remember most about him is how much he carey ^ ha and p, 
built high on a hill and accessible only by a nar, dirt home pa 
though Victor's great size caused his car to got stuck on 5o LM 


See y 


ever it rained, he refused to move or to stay in 4 hotel, y, 
it was a great place from which to pour boiling oj oni 
the Peony 


T made ita pin 


Malibu, and since I still had my apartment ther, i 


stay in his good graces. 


Jerry Lewis appeared as himself with the caveat th at ly 
at he be along 


fan of his and agreed, Ad Jon 


to direct his scenes; Dozier was a big 
I know Jerry loves directing i 


was very good in both departments 

Think he likes riding on the camera crane nearly as mui 

wondered how the precocious chile 

the Joker. Marvelously, I'll bet!) 
Considering the intense jockeying th 


1 in him would have handled pli, 


at went on among adone 
were raised on the seas 
lly unknown Malachi Tire 


I'd known Mali 


play villains on the show 
among Hollywood agents w} 
was hired to play Falseface 


a mäste 
from an acting ge 


à guttu 


Thinnes, and Denia 


(pronounced Mal-a-chai, with 
Va been a part of with Sally Kellerma 


his face would newrlk 


Ver, and the reason he was hired was simple 
ever hei 
one of the most distinctive voices we'd 


shown, and he had 
Thave to say, though, that Dozier was a bit deceptive in his negotii 
Mill Malachi's agent. The actor was promised first-guest billing E 
Would lave been « we 
Zier was a fan of a yes, 
which stars like Tony Curtis, Sinatra, Kirk Douglas, Burt ue 

Mitchum were hidden behind layers of makeup, and ™ 


areer-making publicity, And he got it 
E an Mast. 


1963 movie called The List of Adria 


The boire - note 
Robin's monogrammed siden 


ò the Saint and the Falcon, G, 
ata time when his distinguished Career ind 
an end. He had the same kind of bemuseq aloof 
" so many of his characters, though that was the king of 
“never once did 1 get the feeling that he thought q "ae 
for him to be doing prime-time TV for $2,509 after a distin 
career, Quite the contrary. I think the show's tone appe MN 
‘to his own acerbic sense of humor. He also seemed amused Mee 
extra we had on the show, future film star Teri Garr. baty 
1 As was so often the case, I was sorry I had so little time to 
Several times, I overheard him talking with fellow Eglin a 
| Napier about his childhood in St. Petersburg, Russia, and how hi ie. 
Wy fled to England during the Revolution Interestingly, though, Ats 
| Was one of the few people George would talk to, If Alan or Neil Has 
ihton weren't around, the actor and his male secretary would dippe 
Ant the dressing room and not come out until they were nevi 
There was nothing romantic about their relationship: George warjer 
thoosy about who he spent his time with. A fascinating life, ende 
tootragically from an intentional overdose of sleeping pills six yas 
If. George was there and gone too quickly, 1 couldn't wiog 
Gür second Mr. Freeze, Otto Preminger. George was unasali 
We brought the subzero villain back, and Otto asked for * lo 
ould give his grandchildren a thrill. Fair enough. ue 
icing his reputation as one of the meane 


a soundstage. 


UY 


m the other hand, i; 


Though most men have been ^ 
as at some point (including von iP flag 
p^ dp met who did that on bis god dapa eMe Og 

antt med them like dir He would mear at men y talike | 
e de ty their weight, the size of their nose (eye d 


qt. (it they were too small), say anything than oY a 


pe WAN ould stand near men and ask someone else, ina B bin: 

dem He was gay. He was ous with his fes, e E 
" ES est Scrooge, But he will had enough pouc, x ina 
wet oa no one knocked him on his ass, and : 

ood us when word spread that the Screen Actor's Gw 

en $11,000 in delinquent dues he owed since con Wee 

grin 1958 


director of his Mr. Freeze episode 
e 
E guy himself, although Otto was oblivious te h 


sor on the set. He thought he, Otto, was calling thy 


was George Wager, a 


having another 
e shots, and was 
antiy giving direction to the actors, commenting on ihe Camera 

nt or lighting, meddling where he wasn't Wanted. Unused to 
the pace and busyness of TV, he complained about the noie on the 
set Finally. George told Otto that if he uttered one more word that 
aati the script, he'd have him thrown off: And George would ave 
dane it, 100. 

But the threat didn't finish Orto off: he still had tricks up his silvers. 
ited sleeve. In one scene, Mr. Freeze was—you'll pardon the expres 
sion—out cold on the floor and Batman was supposed to rim in and 
pick him up. In most cases, an "unconscious" actor will help the per- 
sn trying to pick him or her up, They'll go with that person, move 
the shoulders, bend the waist, do something. Not Otto, When I ran tw 
fick him up, he stiffened like a sandbag and literally dug his nails into 
the oor. I couldn't lift the two hundred pounds of resisting weight 

IH dropped him back down and we tried again. Same thing, On the 
net take, my foot “accidently” stepped on his hand. He yelled, but 
he got the Messige. And we were able to continue, A 

When it came time to bring Mr. Freeze back for a third 
Sanders was still unavailable, we went with the te 
lt wasa pleasure 10 give Otto the cold shoulder, 
our third season, 
SUF guest stars when director 


ADAM WEST 


There was a percep: 
(little did they know 


people were also saving that she was sy 
Man very demanding on sets, and that she, 


was dishing out the bad times. Joan Copy, 
| who debititates adversaries with he, live 
Joan was married to singer Anthony Nei 


nin Hollywood thar p, 


J. and while she v 


Rally ! Rownd the Flag, Boys! with Paul Newman en M 
Hike so much of Hollywood wisdom, thar, 


the very first day, Joan was coup, 
grateful to have the work. But Wag 
Who was used to butting horns with the like, 
Chaney, Je, Waggner bought into he 


mercilessly, berating her, impugning her talen 


to tears on a number of occasions. T tried i 
anid she pushed through because she's a pro Maybe Was, Ms 
looking for someone to pick on or having an Otte Nashhy 

still egregiously bad Ck, buy ig 


form 
Bur of all the 
guest stars we had. 
the oddest, 1 think 
was Liberace. 1 
don't mean that 
in a bad way: he 
was a charming 
sweet, and termi 
nally cheerful man 
who was as nice 
to fans and total 
strangers as he was 
to friends, family 
and coworkers 
No, wha | 
mean is that he 
Worked very, very 


* didi 
vec t 
har A 


T 


A grand entrance into the Son Fria Cow Pac 
become the Bat Pole for oik 


ch 
» stay in 


mean, t 
ya i Mog as the benevolent pianist Harry andi 
wan Ma dell, Who wa owt o marry Anne Pes 
et “in rhe Wayne fortune the week he 
j wit n his ermine rohe 
eee sa walk around in h bes and gli 
wot ny Cagney. in character, tugging en m ape y 


ugh mug he could be. At te 


ming, Lee ay 1 


ven when We were sh 
€ "stars 


nikle in his eye which gave away h 
ly twi f swerve 
T wirt inaite 


wda and ic ough to take him seriously as a villi Especially 
ab ed up for work with laryngitis and had ta whe aui 
ig som His "real voice was added later in pestis. 1i 
dale highlight of his appearance was when we pur honin 
regaled us with an impromptu concert which ranged fra 
and he io jazz; He was delightful, a much much better pianist iun qe 
" dese legitimate critics ever gave him credit for What's new? A jog 
meh ators feel the same way.) 1 in 1986, shortly beture 
A he did. 1 knew that he was suffering from AIDS, and the duce had 
dear taken its toll on him. But his good humor and stg ees 
wrong, His book, The Wonderful Private World of Literave, had jm (gg 


published, and he was busy planning a sequel, as well as a imamit, 


panothemed amusement park. Lee didn't need a movie sereen ip be 
bigger than life. He was a talented and unusual human being 

Sowas David Wayne, who played the Mad Hatter. A distingulhed 
Broadway actor who had starred in Finian's Rainbow, Mister Roberts, and 
asthe original Sakini in The Teahouse of the August Moon, Wayne came 
up with this sneering, unctuous delivery that made the character tray 


memorable. He also liked the silly hats he was asked to wear, and be 
tren takes he would play with them—making sure they worked. he 
sid, though we all knew he was just having fun. He was very warm 
tomidall of us, and 1 never quite adjusted to having him ty to kill me 


me minute, then ask how the kids were the next 


Another of my favorites among our recurring villains was Vincent 
Price as the bald, super-brilliant Egghead. Not only was Vincent a tery 
Med actor (another one who never got his due), bur he was ene of 
the most cultured and pleasant souls I've ever encountered, An aii 
“Pettand gourmand, he was always regaling someone with 


fiie. 


kitchen, which again 1 o, 

in funny and euni a Afin 
technicians would listen ay u fo 

was also a man who liked having fu, th. 

of his appearances, we had a iboto he 


ade of 


"us stopped fighting, Except Vincent, There wer 
"thousand unused eggs, and as he continued p oo 
in Burt uia T had no recourse but to re e Uh Ni Mgt 
But Vincent wasn't content. Still in character, he ie 
by lobbing his ile white grenades over the sica, pre tey, 
oF sine buckets of their own and began heaving eggy n C 
and soon eggs were flying everywhere and at everybody, Wee í 
and laughing like kids. What a mess. An ugly omelette, Pan 
reigned for nearly ten minutes, but it was a great tension k 
Belated apologies to the men and women who had to clea, em 
retired to our dressing rooms to get ready for the next MS 
Like Cesar, Vincent hated the hot and heavy makeup he hag 
wear. In his case, it was a big egg-shaped dome on top of Wi ek 
Whenever he saw a costume assistant blow-drying my perspiration 
he'd hustle over, grab a spare, and turn it on his head. And there wj 
be, Vincent with one of these heavy-duty dryers pointed to his head,» 
girl or guy with another dryer shoved in my ar mpits, Milton: standing 
beside me shouting lines into my ear. It was a bizarre sight, ladies and 
gentlemen. 
One of the most pleasant experiences I had with onetime gut 
Stars was when Van Williams and Bruce Lee appeared on our shoe 
Dozier had brought The Green Hornet to TV in the fall of 1966. Aste 
said, the show was done entirely straight and it wasn't finding quite be 
audience ABC had hoped. To try and generate some excitement Ot 
Hornet and his sidekick, martial arts master Kato, were featured ono% 
"show, helping us stamp out the villainous Colonel Gumm a 
Wasn't too happy to be there, and I don't really bn 
the two shows just didn't mesh. It was difficult 
work, with him playing the crime as serious 


StH sop, CA 


Pelt us, yi Bn 


and wj 
e 


demeni 


jn our stylized fashion. But Van and 1 had 


x fun when 
;'t rolling, and we're good friends 


weren T today, (The e 
ir tavorite, a meeting of two legendary superhergey E 
a cnt glad we did it) 


EE É hough, was watching Bruce Lee, who waya: 
je wearing clothes, because they hindered him and te 
j'ft his shirt as he stretched and kicked and li 
rage. The rest of the time, this serious young mu 
book in his dressing room; 


ici 
AT 
w 


ihe sound: 
found reading 
ad E he was lean and sculpted but not overly muscular he 
i yi of grace that bodybuilders lack. With the excepiion of 

e kin 


pihe Mi hom I met at an industry function, l've meyer aen 


Iud just the act of walking with the fluid beauty and pre 


n of Bruce- 
on ntýfive-year-old former martial arts instructor: appeared on 

‘te s he became an international star in films like The Big 
ot E Return of the Dragon (another example of someone who went 
e to return a conquering hero), though many people already. 
Deam him by reputation. And if they didn't, they gota fi 
‘example. He was fond of walking up on members of the cast and crew | 
and knocking cigarettes from their mouths with his foot, or 
swecesion of blows at their faces, never coming in contact but t 
ating quite a breeze. You've never seen people stand as still as 
Bruce was “playing” with them: they knew that if they flinched, th 
ich toes in the cheek or a fist in the mouth, 

One victim of Bruce's “playfulness” was Burt. Burt and Bruce) 
aqquaintances from before, sparring partners, butas T 
lier I don't think Bruce ever took those bouts seriou 
Liew it, too. On the day that we were supposed to 
ofa fight between Kato and Robin (Burt's stunt d 
in the Jong shots), Bruce came to the set wea 

pression. He didn't take his usual 
ad bystanders; he didn't even talk to anyone. 
Jast stalked around behind the cai 
ed tight. He looked mean and 
Burt came onto the set, 


wp 


had been worked 
Satisfied, 


WAS sia 
“YOU okay, Bru, 4 ri 
He just sar there Fockesin his | 

Ni 


| Burt laughed nervously. 
Bruce didn't answer. He Just moved his ay 
‘motion, working his way through several comb 
watched, suspecting that Bruce 
Lo 
F When director Oscar Rudolph arrived, he 
take positions. Bruce came forward slowly, st 
moves, communing with some private muse. 
Burt was punching a fist into his open hand, He looked rather 
His makeup seemed to have paled a 
Bruce reached the set and walked te ward Buy 
High Noon, Burt began backing away 
PBruee," he said, "what's the mater? 
here, you understand? This isn't real." 
When he realized that everyone was watching him, Burt stood bis 
ground and began shifting nervously from foot to foot (he said hexa 
loosening up). He got into position, 
they were chest to chest, and then began moving his hands in sep 
line patterns around Burt's anatomy, his expression black rage 
MIs this the real Bruce" I asked Van as we took our position. 
PEirst time I've ever seen it," the Hornet replied. : 
Bee Mohidered if Burt had insulted him in some way, and | ee 
| What would we do if this guy snapped Shonda 
the Batmobile, I couldn't think of any way (0 stp 


TIS, as gp 
PAL posigi, 
Was putting Burt on, 


called for ey 
ill doing mang 
tartia} a 


rt like a Rütinge 


We're just doing aite 


and Bruce moved in on himung, 


makeup person finished, We rose, ^ 


enough not to touch Ni but his army 


fensive posture as he backed 

ble del away, f 
E torii i oom o ai Med 
pur Steaming martial arts sounds, War Brice 
Bei t was convinced Bruce had snapped, hag 

kili him or worse. Suddenly Bruce 

about 1 d cackled, “Robin's a chicken!" 
E en up and turned away, leaving Burt jus Sod. 
He 6 ned quickly to the Boy Wonders face, whether from 
qe nt or relief I'm not sure, But in a Way, the ento 
entere ene: when the cameras rolled, Burt Was on" Hke P d 

BE acting eer ich the hero wi was Fighting to 

(eom a man he thought was a villain. fn ieu y think he way 
his dir to protect his selGrespect, 

He er got to meet either of the previous Baumen, Lows Witton 

E. someone had the ideato hock Lowery for the show as 

m relative, but for whatever reason it never came to pass te the 
foegaced, high-pressure world of network TV, more trie Idem 

the wayside than make it onto the tube, And that, frankly, was one 
ined when Dozier suggested that we use our first seasan 
hiatus to get Batman off the little screen and onto the big screen. It 
sould give usa chance to do things we didn't have the time a money 
todo in the show. 

Before leaving the first season, however, I want to mention what 
fastor me the highlight of the year: the day my dad and Adele gud 
the set, 

Td flown them in from Walla Walla, put them up at a Berei 
hotel in neighboring Beverly Hills, and had a limousine pick them up 
dite morning. When they arrived at the studio, it vas on interesting 
perience for the three of us, 


Though they'd watched Batman on TV, of course, and were proud 
fall the attentioy 


n I was getting, I think my folks were bemused to see 
big boy in his Batsuit, My dad never said 


n his stern features: 
He could understand paying the 


backs, and he Rot along famously with 
Neland Alan. ty fact, when 1 saw Dad and Neil tog 


BACK TO THE Bar 


vivid flashback to 


Parents’ day" at schoot 
the rest of us were Mani. 


sis i secretaries o boot, helping w 
4 wiih A sos? Wipe our sweaty brows? Mold a cold 


et? 
et our gloves w 
n't get 

we didi 


inen Adis tofd 
berasied. How 


me that be really loved 
ih T bought them in a private club in p 
the mon 

Jd of 


alm 


EL 


weren't the only asset we had 
of terrific trappings, such as the 
‘and stately Wayne Manor, 


pr Free World. If you want to see the Batcave | 
tbe aites from Gotham City, take a logi at 
AU Ple Robot Monster, Killers from Space 

‘hese fiction films that were shot there 
iion. up there of everyone who filmed 
empty out much of Hollywood.) The 


at Bronson Cavern: 


only problem the crew h 
here was the fact that the cave itself was only a few inches wid 


iecur. Because of that, my stunt double Hubie Kems, and Burts 


Ble Victor Paul, could only come “tearing” from the Batcave at about 


mentyfive miles an hour, lest they wreck the car. Fortunately thanka 
tothe magic of undercranking the camera (which makes the onaren 


acion seem to move faster), we were able to make our exita litle more 
dramatic 
The exteriors of Wayne Manor were shot at a home jn Pasadena, 

Twas only there once, to shoot some exteriors for the Batman movie, 
and haven't been there since, One day several years ago, while [was i 
Pasadena for another film, an attractive young couple walked up to me. 
ind introduced themselves, They told me they had recently bought the 
“tate and were conducting tours. That was very enterprising, I thought, 


mma 


Jine they knew the interiors were s, 
| Culver City studios 
Batman might have given them a je, 
| and integrity 
Withour 
our $30,000 Lisa 
which had captured the public's ir. 
Goldfinger in 1964. 
We weren't sleek and smali and p, 


doubt, however 


Wer to James Be 


machine guns behind the front parkina 


remember). No, our Batmobile was 


acters on the show, designed to hold 
pings, The work of George Barris, 
was a car with a checkered past 


Originally, the Batmobile wa 


fotype to let the public know what kind 


the 1960s. It turned out to be the me, 


pul 
Lincoln/Mercury, and in 1959 that same Po, x i 
to be used in / Start th a Kis arring C MP Bed v ay 
Reynolds, The stayed at MGM because For i he nd lu. 
Glenn) never picked it up, and the stud, mpa 
shop for storage. When th d to pay the qz. a 
possession of the car nea i k- <a 
Ii cost George about K he Fa al 
for the first episoc i "a buik KAN 
though by that time aiibi 
Burris had to use smalle haa 
mobiles would all look made 
the fifth being built í "e 
Was the stunt car we used 
three were made of fiber ( te j more Se 


Ageable, easier to brake and 
drag race engine. When it I l 
iai car really was the Batmobi 
Widian cur, which toured the 

BY Meas favorite Batmobile. I, ered with 
Which, 1 assume, was inexp 


Offering o souvenir batbodge 


hit by sew 
died down than we were 
(acral for not udag i bela Lr the 
! au atively new in cars; and ny 
Pa seat belts men pus d 
pale was one interviewer Batmobile x 
ie Ties of ie Told de seat belts superfluous, hut that did 
ote Vires that Sow die Hn oF di tet ERG ting. 
Br jdes, Denier loves tue prop people stuf fake belis in 
side chic wp. o he mem two of us buckling them around 
Pn m Ped ied s bot ce all of those formerly indignant 
uo sod ext few 
the n 


jue» and commendations 

oer pred us with enough plaq 

my buttons and p, eee cave ding with à publicityseeking ka 

Mas fake, triggered by species effects ont the Pile tess understan rotested loudly about how 
current to ai gas canis, bà We wert A which one) that p ing the speed limit every ime they 
Was actully started) wey ^ UP gren Ure aw by ter scat them x latter OR GRE 
Batchutes that untolde d from the b; Men Te mà Robin he Batcave. Dozier ed by Commialoner Gandon A 
halt wer, perated remotely jy 4 wa e gma special permit mue 
a erated remotely by e a 

10ld. Were so flimsy they'd has 3 ee 

been going as fa 


Arive as fast as their duties required. We never 
to drive as fa 
and Robin 
them again. 
beard from 


Io create the ius 


lon of speed 
from the Bate 


ave. 


© plane, which wag 
C^ and transmis ep 
ar unreliable and sluggish, not yn 


all of my race car and truck driving ey 
paces 


Jee Bee rac 


The suspension, br 
Dot userfriendly, making the c 


Hon tough to turn: it took 

rience to. put it through its 

Like some actors, the Batmobile could also be 
and difficult co, 


star, One time, 
but the battery wouldn't start, 


a temperament 
We Were supposed to roar int amat 


(The irony of Batman with a fandy je 
tery...) Fourteen big crewmen had to get behind the car and pi 
4 shove; viewers didn't know the difference, but to Burt and eet 

Wasn't a pretty sight, 


xX 
Spectacular car of ours got us ino other trouble as well 


during our first hiatus from the series, This w 
d I hadn't quite finished my first season, 


" i rom 
that was fair. Certainly Howie Horwitz di , reminding 
d done an episode almost without my participation, 
was kidding, I thought, and 1 w; thrilled with th 
an was the hottest thing in the country, and the stu 
Would help to pre-sell the TV series abroad. 

The studio stood to make millions of 


dollars in markets lil 
and Japan, and if they wanted the film they needed me, 


wot 
d to take a chance. As we stood there, all in a row, announced. 
(OMY agents that I wanted them to ask for $100,000, No less, no dis 
cussion, One hundred grand, period 

Taipped up, and they turned to each other in shock, peeing on 
Mie ihother's shoes, They exploded at each other, cursing, until we all 
Fe laughing. The laughter wasn't just about their vet shoes iW 
tthe money, They weren't sure they could get it and were: 
‘blowing the deal, 1 thought it was fair and a win-win 
EU What was the worst that could happen? 1 asked. 
be back to the drawing board. 
d and got it. That was a 
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e; apart from the money, that was the 
Mm eing to do the film. It would give 
E a bit, make discoveries which 1 

e series. It would also, I hoped, 
seco! 
mac 


be sel 


ha! : 
jl, I thought, when it finally came time to 


: n board to direct. He had directed my Doc 
e OF u 

on emt as well as a Penguin episode and theatrical 

ver, 


"m wart nderrated PT 109). 1 was delighted. Batman 
ie underra 


thi 
93 e llowed us to get on with the 
ble attitude that al 
indefinal 
an 


to walk always on the edge; Leslie was aman on 
zz E how, on the Holliday show, we were working 
e TIL 
ME su 
an 
ere on New Year's Eve, this good Jew dropped 
D fd still be there on New Year 
V nd 


d e eyes to 1 in a loud, 
d his bright blue eyes to heaven, anc 

dnees, turn 

ote 


Christmas Eve, trying to finish it. We were shooting 
m happened to be a manger tucked in a corner 


c as, asked his permission to allow us to 
wailing prayer to Jesus, asl 
prem, 


dh 


Met studios didn't have ı Ley was the perfect man to direct our feature, 


€ cable TV showings and vids 


he cushion Of extr 


nd he helped me 


icome 


self and the characters. On the 

ANSEHES and laser from y dover important things about my 

Hhefiler ticket prices. We aij fej Optimistic, thong Mottom anie creen, Batman and Bruce would both be bigger characters, so. 

Buain We could have added (ov. zeros with d. y ii Thad to tone them down from the larger way 1 played them on the 
with a, 


sull xreen. (If you watch the Batman film on TV, you'll see how it 


Pen wrapping up the f 


ply differently from the series.) I found things in the characters that 
We Were all p 


irst season any 
reUY worn 


suprised me, for example some steel in Bruce. He didn't have to put 
ted on the | 


on the Batsuit to stand up for hi 


1 OUL But the e 
" big screen gave me 

He. and our tight Iwentysix«day shoot rir nies 

ting schedule je 

i kep 


enguin, Joker, Riddler, ad 


he United N. dialogue. The costume is like that. When he's Batman, Bruce ean ex- 
sr cae Ne sadne iat bis socal standing and emotional walls 

Submarine in the big tank a the studio, which would arin him show in his daytoday life. It proved to be rel Kabuki 

: r o, which would ge | experience, Sepals aaa vede 
Some variety. And we were adding to Batman's ane ‘perience, and I was sorry I didn't have a chance 


theater more. | think 1 might have found a great deal to use in-Imy 
haracterizations. 


self or be sexy or confident. Con- 


vmely, I realized how much he needed the Batsuit for other things. In 
musicals, people sing things that would be ludicrous if expressed in 


A lake, and staging a big fight ont 


Batcopter and giving the au 


gen our hefty TV budget allowed: And how did 1 thank our director for helping me toward these 
forward to the most was the chance wi Tevelations? 


the sky behind it: 
you. can see the 
creases in the fine 
ished film). The 
Tank was located 
Out ut the Fox 
Ranch, and it was 
about hun- 
dred fifty feet wide 
and four hundred 


three 


feet long. Unfortu 
nately, it was less than "yard 
most of the falls into that tiu 
were. In the heat of battle, one « 
Hudson, got carried away and « 
tank, He cracked his head 


himself out. Several of the 


stunt men jumped in 


fore he drowned. He was rushed i the hospital 
Spital and, inerediby 
Out of the mishap with justa few stitches Since time is mogey 5 
thë stunt crew continued with à backup man—who;incredibh pete | 
I whos incredibly thous | 
he was supposed to do the stunt Just like Acey had, He did and bey 
split his head open and had to be rush 1 to the hospital, Lucky ai 
man managed to do the scene without bloodshe 1 
We went on location Tor scveral scenes, and only once did we har 
A problem. At Santa Barbara When we were shooting on the pier a 


radio station happened to mention that we were. there; it was Easa 


Mon and about twenty-five thousand people showed up. mata 


them kids. They wanted to sec Batman and Robin, but the prodam 


Were afraid to have Burt and 1 show our faces. So they had oars 


wwitorm, jump in 
je: the Kids al 


PI It quickly, 


to sho 


on a lake the last day 
shooting on ?w Bur ay 
Mar over the water toward the Pengar Nic. 
i 
hor ot 
us VE WHS do 

Eo. thought, which was typical of hin, Unkiionne 
al jy undid the buoy's hook and ehai, d big 


y realized what had happe 


sa a good sport. 


did in the film or on t 
awe 
ere 


for 
aan 3 family of ducks—and finally 
nune. 
can't get rid of a bomb," 
x you just can't g 
b d 


t. But 


quon was per 
Lag sparks raining down on your cheek, 
€ 


as 


YOU TUN here And 
ge ln ninetydegree heat trying not to trip oj your hc 


The movie was fun for 
de cramped cockpit of the Bamobile 


another reason, It wa 


and ou 


mutig loose with George Barris's latest creation 
de extra wasn't for anything special: it wa 
belie Thad my own sailboat, the 
niea joy to me. I got to pilot the Batboat jn seve 


theme my favorite show toy 


Apreeuly refurbishing it 
The Bateycle w 
Shar. Weighted d 


as introduced in the film as wel 


down by Burt and me. 
9n bike, aud the wir 
‘ded up h 


bs Dan Wes] 


Hat ger to do 
Batopter on 
dropped oni 
frowned on having 
bie did ul 


but because I was very er 


MNA given to Batman. Hubie unde 


duplicate it when a scene was deem, 


1 elsewhere 


(To save time 
scenes with doubles and a seconc-uni c 


ing on dialogue scenes.) 


drani ‘ore 


repetatur 


- In 1983, puling our feet out of he cement — looks ike 


a dance step we'd worked aut for the occosion 


film and Ty ¢ 


electricity 
challenge. 
Koing to her pha 


for warm cookies o 
the e 


h before 


beat oy 


These sce 


quired a light touch 
Pi ihm Lee unde 
TW aften uy A " 
ue sood well, and | 
Mi Can't stress enough 
m the importance of 
bis her contribution, 
Praise 
E a meshed well with her fellow villains, played by Frank, Bur 
he E. ES f them had never worked to. 
OF another Prue 


am ing how these pros timed they 
and it was a p : 


D unl pages squawks, and 


O AS NOL to crowd 
Mer Mis An - j 


seapother. They all got along famoush 

Lee Meri [ias pleased with the finished product, which holds up very well 

Mir the Bruce Wayne scenes. The action scenes are aka 
Canona seed. particularly the P w i i 


gp Specially Bruce's fight with Miss Kitka's thugs and the final 


mimicked j wm on the submarine. We e Intricate: choreography 
moves ibe fight with a litle Abbott and Costello slapstick—everyone get 
droitly, and 4 @hmeked into the water—thrown in f measure, If 1 havea 
was abo di untabout the film, it's that our longer shooting schedule allowed 
and sew 


fheansa some of the humor a little 


much, and it became 
alias as Mis Kala 


ASV mentioned before, spontaneity was ar important part of 
made the te sh 
which nad "and we lost some of that here 

ce with Bas Mur By 
man ter Batman and Re 


bin put the 
Wayne very cat DT 


order to the United Nations, we 
Mirlewed in July, right be 


villains in the slammer and te 
took a short break. The movie 


fore we began shooting the new season of 


: eventful el in d Suite with some pe 

os before nine, I walked from the oy, 

" Te cds wearing nothing but a tower, Thos Y 

amd with hien was a large group of strangers including i P Pu 

Tady from a charity auction for whom Paul had. Promised to cy E 

pieces of one of my bed sheets. 'P tiny 

fete, smiled, and asked If they'd seen my Batut, A, } 

from the room, my eyes were fixed on Paul's, which were wide 
horror: The reporters didn't seem to mind, though: mos or them 

! smiling, They probably thought it was part of our “camp” cS 

There was a very definite Batman fever in New York ay 


ot of press. Burt and I were put in à bus with 
people dressed up as Gotham City Police office 
theater where the film was scheduled to play, jump from the by 
dressed as Batman and Robin, and enjoy the challenge ofa broken 
field run through the mob outside. Then we'd dash down the aisles, 
leap onto the stage, say a few words, feint this way and that for dramatie 
effect, and run back out to the bus. At one theater, w learned that if 
Bote Hopped We were in trouble: after making our way through a 
thick and uncooperative crowd, 1 paused inside the darkened theater 
Macach my breath, As T leaned against a column, a teenager hit me 
‘over the head with a piece of Pipe. Luckily, my plastic cowl took the 
brunt of the blow and T was able to stagger back to the bus. I must hive 
like a drunk bat as 1 flopped onto one of the cots they lad 


Burt and 1 were thrown from our cot 


r because we were late. 
Jos ri. Such friendly natives 
Yo security veas a little uophinican, 
LE 


MATT 
b əl " 
seasoned by previous bouts of t PH Mly 


s pener than our Gotham force, whic 

Ain cal talent agencies. 

1 earned again that Batmania warr 

/5 wasn't limi 
we returned to the Plaza and stepped out n Pi in e 
anite y gentleman who was pulling up in fron pes 
convertible yelled around his big cigar, "noris iria 

oerte He got so excited, and was so intent ON getting a closer 
a pat he slammed into the car in front of ig Pt 
ES. eigar smashed back into his mouth, hur he was un ow 

the splintered cigar in his teeth, he ju 


h cos 


‘on that 


ped fror 
BE a get our autographs. m the ear 
NS him if that was one of the Joke; 


exploding cigars tte 


He was sat, Vawghing. 
Ale doorman and a police officer came over to tlk to hig 
» abour 


Ees who are struggling to get recognized don't understand the 
guajlints of those who are. To a degree, 1 don't blame them, When 
jae well known, you can't go to Disneyland with your iig a 
sallda Fifth Avenue is out of the question, But you neer hate to 
ji for a table at a restaurant, and you get great seats ar sporting 
meu. ls trade-off. And it can be a very lucrative wade an that 

But the kind of blind, violent reaction we experienced wa dan 
genus. Batman had entered popular culture in a big way, with tock. 
er impact, and I couldn't go anywhere without risking my life or 
foubly someone else's. That kind of attention makes you wonder If 
Hvorth it. Whether it's Errol Flynn being charged with rape or John 
lennan being shot in front of his own apartment building, there's a 
Pitat which the downside starts to. outweigh the good, when the icon. 
domes more important than the person bearing it. 

After just three days of constant pushing, running, and. 
Sniewers, I had reached the point of never wanting to see 
Mab again. t had wanted to experience New York, bi 


1 


like I'd told the greatest joke in history 


Dozier showed me this tover os he soid, "Remember 
there've been thirteen Torzans, kid.” 


pania. $ feh di 


er forgot this fi the aar oa he 
TS A e of pe 
"wu 
ig. sing 
"t Baleus 
PLA 
lon Y asked for was a small ape qa pon 


irand not in costume. In tbe movie, 1 was p 


I felt that the audience would pe 


time, and 


he sides, afier New York, I was "d 

ine mask. Be ^p V vis beanie to feel 
ue 1 should try and distinguish myey at ico 
iet jng buried in the costume 


ot P 


though Burgess opted to drew up. The 


0 As 


anny old bing 
"Lom everyone else going plainclothes 


We tot of press And he did. His lovely young wife was 
MEE in down: when he emerged from the plane, with 


rk waddle, the press ate it up. 
ure 


jere itself was a great success. The peopl 


his con 


Mf Austin were 


i even got to dance with the g 
us, and I even got t Ne governor's wife, Oddiy 
Ls this was the first time I really got a chance to 


and Lee Meriwether 
Dur Batman movie was a hit. Though I think some of 
wus alittle over-the-top (“Beneath that Batcape—he 
‘el Men die! Women sigh!"'), some of it was rather 
Hed the line they used on one of the posters, 
malcostume! See Batman out of actio 


alk with Cear 


the adverús 


All many 


lever. 1 especially 
Sce Batman in action 


-in costume 
There was talk of a sequel for the following hiatus, one in which 


mould use an old villain along with some new villains (I remember 
smiling around one concept, inspired by the jetpack scene in Thus 
Gel of an aerial villain called Disastronaut and his flying Meteor 
fe), We also had a horror plot in mind, though that was discarded 
fen it started sounding too much like Abbott and Costello Mert Franke 
| B I believe the studio actually did some designs for a Batptane—a 

if sleeker craft than they used in the recent Batman filmi- which 
wali have been reused in our third season of shows. But the cos af 
P ital off especially the flying effects, intimidated Bie Oy 


m 


opened with one of our Mee ins, the Ay 
a great performer, but he didn't, 1 think, ole th 
evil that our audience had come to expect. Th 

fong, I'm sure vic 


n retur. 


Wib Van Johnson as the Minstrel, not a particularly exciting foe; ù 
wasfollowed by a fun but redundant bout with King Tut, then. 


Winters came aboard as Ma Parker, followed by Walter Slezak as the: 
Glock King. Shelley was explosive and fun: to be with, but Ma Parker 
was unexciting; the Clock King was even worse, This was cersinly not 
the fault of the actors involved 

At the time, Bill was preoccupied with launching The Grom Hern 
and he felt Batman would more or less take care of itself Hevasdrien, 
Vihink, to become the first producer in history to hune. 
shoring three nights of network TV a week (The Gram 
ABC's Friday schedule) 


Whenever we were together, I quietly urged him to RO 10 the co 
‘books for villains, use Two-Face or the Car Man, very Colorful criminay 
Who were popular in the magazines at that time. Bur I y 
ditiir feeling by now that Bill had a real disre. 
Books that he regarded them as trash and wantec 
them as much as possible. He even seemed to 
much our creation as it was Bob Kane's, 
Pestering him about it 

Though we had many, many good episodes thar year 


vas already a 


was getting the 


coming about halfway ing y 
A terribly contrived, or at the 
fe! 


“Piode, 

pyar the foll K. Though tha exit M oig 

ed ew c ht took so Fly 

Mo and it took some of the wind fren y salty Panan 
m 


fected the writers, too, p n 
ja 


an and sparkle of the first sea, 


BE had some 
| noh 
| 


condeier. We 


ers t0 tune in, the 


Rudy Vallee 


as Lord Phy, 
and the talented Barh, 


Gabor did what she could with ų 
Za Gi 

Boum would have been hag, 
pe He 


hair dryers. 
| E perm tk was clearly losing faith in the show, 


ects. That was understandable 
project 
| gy in new 


iing ratings. but it was still our 
nons of homes, still our reputation, 
we 


urt and I who were letting 
had, it was Burt 
E 

My definition of a professional is som 
Je doesn't feel like it 


Beit 
Asif the cutback to o 


He night à week didn't cramp us enough, we 
Mahad a new character to accommodate Batgirl joined the lineup, 
site Dynamic Duo became what was be ing touted as the Tremen. 
tee Tho. Originally, ABC had considered starring her in her own 


xe which would have run be fore ours, with Robin and me helping 


But visions of NBC's failed Gin. 
arlier danced in their heads, and they gave 


BN3P Up a case begun on her show 

PRUNCLE two years ¢ 

ber to us instead. 
BatGirl was intro, 


duced in the Batman comic book in 1961, didn't 
take much of an im 


Pact, and was shelved until she was reformulated 


Fhtendary editor Julius $ hwartz, the wonderful comics and science 
fiction Writer Gardner Fox, 


| Piteduceq in 19657, 


and top-notch artist Carmine Infantino and 
(The comic book called her, among other things; 


- 
IN 
" 
Pay, 
f but T was unenthusiasie ahoy, 
Thad no problem with the gp ing 


sh 
aned yp, 


id only Help. and if nothing q 
s But it also seemed to me a waste 
have been better used elsewhere 
behindthescenes discussions 
Introduced, and in one meeting Dozier throw y 
data about women controlling the dial at i pos 
pel ibat agir would give the ladies someone to gr "s 
Sih Aad abe didn he said: there wa» always the skinny f 
.— "wv appeal ro the guys E " 
d that. Unlike during the first season, when we sy 
pn derful things to do, or pespanded to the material, NOL the 
Gidience, we wore naw calculating and titllating. Those kinds or things 
Bee akeys shortierm solutions to problems, and 1 was annoyed ye 
Billand the nerwork didn't see that we needed better scripts 
Jinsiglits ino Batman and Robin, not more characters, 

Bot even as 1 pointed that out emphatically, 1 knew it was 
Jaime and Bresuh- No matter how I couched my complaints, they were 
nterpreted as jealousy on my part. After three frustrating meetings 
White the results were increasingly foregone, I shut up. Burt had wiseh 
Stayed out of this fray, though we mumbled to cach other about how 
Hidiewlous the whole thing was, about how we should have had more 
— Sapin the fate of our own show 
| Bur as much as I disliked the way the show was going, | actually 
“Became very fond of the actress playing Batgirl once shooting got under 


9f burger 


abont the p, 


bled, 


and fresh 


a Wane 


Mary Aun Mobley was cast, but ABC decided they 
IDOL thelr new Custer series, so they went looking for another 
ites Horwitz had worked with a number of young actress 
fand he called in a few who he thought would be 


Afovorite appearance, on The Merv Griffin Show 


one of them, a twentysix-yearold former baller d 
right: one of 


ancer named 
Nonne Craig, was perfect. I remembered her as the traitorous 


Siet dancer Natasha from In Like Flint, 


Russian. 
And as soon as she walked in 
waring her costume, I knew she had the part. She was only there thal 
Ipsos to take some publicity photographs, but she knew hoy to mene 
And when we did our first scenes together, 1 was impressed at how she 
lulled the role. She got the playful tone of the character just right, and T 
Mithat if we had to have 


Offcam 


Batgirl, at least they'd found a perfect one 
Wonne v 


as also great to have around, warm and witty 

datand always prepared, terrific to look at and i great sport When 
eas first cast, we shot a seven-minute presentation reel #0 show lo. 
Mertiers and, hopefully, generate fresh interest in the show; In that 
pL Batgir] was quite a flirtatious character—very Loose witty, and 
Mith less straightlaced. But changes were made based ou feedback we 
Piin potential sponsors (women were tot quite liberated, vet, 


ended up more stolid than Yvonne wanted. Loc: 


ai 


= have been extremely difio, 2 
her Biber... or B 
Nonne bad a much tougher time with he, 
with ours. Because the Batgirl costum, wen Re 
for Wonne to sit down between take. 
Lease the knees and butt to become baggy, $ 
of to tear her costume during the fight sce, since 
et was tight and only one spare was made for Nes 
with Yonne was strictly Professional, as was Bury 
She was D 
amused by 


him, 
and I think he was 


a little intimidate 
by her: she was yer 
Poised and mature, 
and in many way. 
he was still a kid 
Burt didn't help 
matters by playing 
litle frathouse 
tricks on her or ug 


ging her Batears as 
walked by. As 
the newcomer, she 


he 
always took these 
things with good 
natured grace, calk 


pim wry Httle grins; after a few weel 


ks, thon X 
gast was the one who seemed like «ne M 
y E. pied Descartes to her, and the dynan 


cy wi UN i 


one kid 
ts plus one 
ws. adul ne had a slew of male 


| 


NE Was alin, mr | 


fv 
s urprisimitye b admirery on the 
theni young um 
ae ime and she was loyal to him. Bill was p 
at 


otiam having ended and The Courtihip 
: and he came to the set several 


between show, My 
just 


geri elow, one who later joined the elite ranks ony 


PAN half of the Incredil 


as on 


ig by letting sc 
söng 
Pontes 1 was glad that Bill w 


m which 1, YW 


e avoided 


ned up for the camera. 
asn't there the day we shot the 
and Burt were walking down a hall, in thar 


i 
jr. In this scene, Batman is supposed to hear sor 
" 


and back, on Batgirl 


ig 
d 
continue 
As I was standing there, waiting for the danger to 


crew members turning away 
rare of 


J with the scene. So did Yvonne and Burt 


Pass, I became 
laughing, 1 didn't break chap 
saer, but then the director, Oscar Rudolph, finally yelled, 
Istood and asked, “Wh 
"Your hand, Adam. Where was your hand?" 


"Cut, ew" 


t's wrong?" 


“On her shoulder— 

"Lower!" someone shouted. 

Trealized then what I'd been holding, and it wasn't her shoulder. 
Lumed to Yonne, who pursed her lips and nodded; I apologized, 
though to this day I'm sure she doesn't believe it was an accident It 
wan't I did it in an innocent manner, as a mistake, the way Batman 
would. It was done for a laugh, for the kind of comedy we were doing, 

Wonne was really a trooper, and looking back, I think her beauty, 
her (underrated) talents as an ac tress, and her unique style of fighting, 
with those high dancerlike kicks, brought class and added style to the. 
Mow, She was also smart: not long after the series ended, and she found 
Jeneli stuck in films like Mars Needs Women, she gave up acting, became 
realtor, and made a fortune, She and her husband live happily anid 
Mell in Santa Monica. 


m we needed. Dozier and the writes e 
IE Dick Grayson his driver's license 50 Rabin en 
but they were all gimmicks. Ay the third 


‘was still working as hard in the last days ag 1 
e, even though we were all into the "Whar i 
going to do if we weren't renewed? 
on the fence about that. Part of ime td had ene 
[felh was time to move on. But Eknew Dd miw (i 
Besides, there were still à few things 1 wanted t try. 
ect. T wanted to take the show on some exotic location, O 


set in Londinium had been shot in Hollywood, and | 
be great to shoot in Paris ar Rome, maybe introduce 


im with the Knight and the Squire in England, the Legionary in 
Nome, the Musketeer in France. I'd have loved to put them on the ain, 
involve them all with new and old villains. And 1 think viewers would 
have enjoyed it, too. 
But it wasn't to be, though we did come very close to getting a 
fourth season 
Twice 
Ratings were so-so, but we were still strong enough amang the big- 
Spending viewers that advertisers were booking 
Wrested in another season, So was Fox, The 
A million dollars a year on the show (they geta 
aid only make money when there 


there was talk of eliminating Batgirl, though some executives 
favor of eliminating Robin and making Wonne my sideki 
Ta grown of Wonne, I thought that would be a mistake 
Unfair to Burt. I suggested she could guest star 
with Robin. 

"Bur Bill was worried more about the look of the 
Want to go out with a bare-bones, barc-lookir 
he was worried about his standing among his peers: he didn't want to 
do anything that would make him seem desperate 
Ot He was getting ready to do (irony of ironies! 


Were in 
k. As fond ay 


not to mention 


perhaps even alterna 


show. He didn 
Favesty. Also, 1 think 


to keep the show 
à Dick Tracy 


pilot 
and his attention was already on that. He said no to significant budget 
Guty Fox and ABC hemmed and hawed, talked to the Sponsors, and 
y finally decided not to renew us. 


Just like that, a cultural phenomenon came to an unseemly, un 
lished shooting for the third season, and I went to 
Jo clean it out. I looked at the Batman costume 
There were definitely bittersweet feelings about 


pow behind. I remember how odg 
he” d how F'd almost goten y 


ne 
onn rolling away u 


Pid places, creatively as well 
resting P a 
see te ne, though, I felt relieved , 


VA felt the 


fira 


same tim 


» ache skin. 1 was eager to see what new 


iw 
NE. 

spo ihe costume from the closet and folde 

Tie keep it. and 1 have it still: despite 
yo keep 

pe, and cowl, 1 didn't wan 


"d it intg 


y ie suit. ca 
ismember 


d in the studio wa 


might give 


Pe onically a few days later, NBC came calir 


looking for a way to hook young adults and f 
ool 
nt that would include Star Treh 


18. AU the time, NDG 


lt that Batan i 
and Taran, the laine 
They offered to pick Up the show 
nn roots: Dozier, Butt and wens 


at a premium, andy 
pus, some enterprising executive had ordered the p, 


h 

anchor a nig 

E was skewing a bit too young 
o 


from ABC and go back to its first seas 


ed. However, studio space was 
inerested. H F inbeknownt 


ALCAVE set burned 


and the standing sets dismantled and recycled as other an 


NBC wasn't willing to spend the money to rebuild them, and %, 
fora second time, Batman was finished 

Lew was the one who phoned me with the news, The second person 
Theard from was producer Horwitz, who thanked me for a job well 
done and expressed the hope that we'd work together again. It was nat 
verbal glad-handing. 1 know Howie was sincere 

The third person I heard from was Zsa Zsa Gabor She was also the 
fourth, fifth, and sixth. She had been our last villain, and after she 
heard the news, she called me several times, inviting me to this party 
or that opening, to quiet dinnersfor-two at her home, 1 declined, 1 was 
distracted, looking for a new direction creatively, and I needed to be 
alone. T have to admit, though, I understood how Zsa Zsa had managed 
to dazzle so many men over the years, It belii n 
which were impressive. When she talked to you, she had in: =è 
"8 you feel like Adam, the first and only manand thie one 


most important to her. I just wasn't in the mood für. hi 
n 


p bat—so t6 5 


** Henry W 
z of The Men 


Winkler agi 
ams after ¢ 


aum a 


papers we had a fay, 


well py 


wight füture—and it was over. He yar 
a bright Kon, 
d superficial hurting for yourself under et 
y thoughts eere with Howie's young fari 

m, as did Bil and everyone else, but then , 


loga on with their lives. 1 think, thou 


ly. 1 dig 
OU back 


‘years away from the rat race, as a drama profess 

Gollege; he died quietly, in his sleep, in 1991 

fhia nest few weeks I vacillated between depression 

ig meed to do something important, to use my celebrity to 
big and different. But Hollywood, that g 

ared balloons and pins to pop every one « 


or at Mount s, 


the 


do 
lorious land full of 


of them, made that 


The rule of thumb, I found out (now they tell me 

ha TV series, it takes à year or two for you 
Again in something else, That, someone dete 
the public to Stop identifying you 
Today, actors break the mold a Tit 
€s, but those were just taking their fir: 


) is that after 
to become em 
mined, is how 
as the character you 
le faster with the help 


st, halting steps back 


Pulien you've played someone who has become a 
ie or look of an era, 


and some actors never get 


© 


jp. him on the lot, and 1 asked him how 
into 


che, dropped the Spanish accent 
he must 


[d 
fling 


down the stairs again, this time in on episode of 


^ Over the yeors, I was beaten or killed in 
of woys, 


age LO escape typecastin 


g with the robot's daughter. The t 
sleeping wit r 
pw 


d be ih 
a show abour th ^ 
he 
him saying onee, radiy ang les is 
hey ask me to do Kramer vy. Kramer aa 


MK: like La 


from 7 Dream of Jeannie to Dallas, € arrell O'Connor Ni. 
hdi enormous shock, Hoi, i b the Family to In the Heat of the Night àr Robert P P 
in three years. He drove to Jun, ta BE uno went from be ing secret agents to play D and 
aged and really deepened ny c, Bins who. despite being closely deminer vibra a 

M lo worked hard. who was my age, William: 


* Zotro, way 
t in Space. 1 usadno 
he did its he told me 
uth Was, he'd shaved 


and waited six tong, fray 


ih, that gating years 
‘ested Dozier more than any of us realized, Rap | ; The funny 
à closed down his production co, thing is, 1 could 
with new projects, he 'Ompany | 
fand decided to devote himself to teaching. He sper, Xm 


have avoided that 
trap, 


jut — before 
we'd learned that 
Batman was going 
to be canceled, 
Margaret Thatcher 
asked me ta go to 
London to do a tit- 
tle traffic safety film. 
for schoolchildren 
there. This was be- 
fore Ms. Thatcher 
had become Prime 
Minister, but she 
was already charm- 


r Majay, 
à production. Lew nearly spit on pj, 
j ira 


IUIS There were three B's that re 
1960 Bond, Batman, and the Bear, | ag 
joFthem. The money would have been goog, p 
as Ty it, was that I wasn't British. OF co, 
accent. But the fans would have complain 
‘aye been all over me. (As they were wi 
shot in London. They'd decided he 
d hounded him mercilessly) 

th, they would have been right. In my 
[definitely be played by an Englishman, and I said 
my stand, and I still think 1 did the right thing, 
consider how Australian Gec 
‘at the part. He was much better than his de 
It for, but anyone would have looked bad follow- 
took Sean coming back and doing a soo job 
Tor my old friend Roger Moore to be able to 
it interpretation of Bond. 

and,a former role came back to haunt me in 
Treceived a cable from a group of Italian 
d been granted an audience with Pope Paul in 
Las Quatiros Implacables there, 1 was invited to 
Was really the reason: Batman was going 


help promote local filmmaking if the 


wally 


une | 
d, and 
ith Mj. 
‘Was all 


heart, 1 


Lazenby gor 


i my last non-Batman film hag 
pe. and in any case, one doesn’t repa, eu wa, | 
[fantasized that His Holiness watched oir es 

mi w and 
' pundied off at once to Rome, arh 
jence. With time to kill and Rome 


been T 


t 
beckoni 

4 ES. all the dives and hot spats nee ! bro. 
Bes came quickly, and we hurried back t th ae 


Me alee? 


of alcohol, jet lag, and too 4 
bination 00 lity 
E. gover of my life. 1 showered, 


© hotel for 


been sent for me. Even though 1 
previous night's recklessness as 

ed of my p di. ness as 1 drove to Yq 
the splendor of St. Peter's came into view. Many ei 


personality, but few have the sheer charisma of 


n feel holy, humbled, and repentant 
IR Peter's, | was ushered into a small, magnifor 
BE the other members of our group, which 


tican 
ties have a 
he Vatican, 


t chamber and 


1 included the 
Marcello Mastroianni and the stunning Sophia Lore) 


n. L'confess 
Gay tbrobbing headache as well as all holy thoughts evaporated ar 


[eges on Sophia. 1 can only describe her beauty and the way she 
pied itis way: if you walked into the nearby Sistine Chapel and 
were standing there, it would be severa 


oka look to see what Michelangelo had done. 


minutes before you 


With some pomp and pageantry, we were shown into another small 
mand sat, knee to knee, in close quarters, as we awaited His Hol- 
me Tas feeling very weak (partly because Sophia's knees were beside 
Sine) and was barely able to concentrate as a robed aide arrived and 
Sills that we would pee! off from one side, one ata time, kneel, kiss 
tePontif’s ring, and return to our seats, 

Pope Paul appeared soon thereafter; there were times when Dozier 
dMlept me waiting longer than this, which should tell you something 
Jot how Hollywood producers view their own importance. His Ho- 
Bett, and the members of the film commission began going over 
Mth the Pope saying a few quiet words to each of them. 

When it was finally. my turn, I rose unsteadily, my head throbbing 

And knew at once that if 1 knelt I was not going to be able to 


INNIMh (00 quickly f, 


a native, he slipped p, ”* 


to 
Mto Eag, 


f Mr. West." 


ji said, 
db n briefed, I had just about dec 


when he said, “The cos aT 


me yoy 


fence, though not as impressive as your Own," 
m said, "Bur your automobile is, however n, 
ai + more 


watched our show. Popes are human, too, 
ache fading. IFT had died then and th 
n i T 
have been a classic: famous TV star praised by p, 
n's lap. à 


en any better than that. It sounded like somethin 
ng 


pe 


[part as a welkto-do sleaze on one-o the ea 

Sole, trying to convince George (Goober Pyle) 
sister join me on a three-day golf tournament: Bruce’ 
wit, And I was happy with the results But, as 1 said bef 
‘people in Hollywood don't much watch TV. 1 could. ha 
Jack the Ripper, and over breakfast at the Polo Lounges 
Id have said, "Yeah, 1 hear Adam's back in a cape!” 
After that, 1 did little work fora year. 1 auditioned for a ndimber 
films, but though the directors always gave me the obliggory 
jet job!" or "Hey, thanks for coming," I heard later that they were 
affid people would see me on the sereen and think ul Batman. 1 had 


alul visions of George Reeves, whose good work in From Here to Eternity 


and Disney's Westward Ho the Wagons! got pared to the bone because. 
“There's Superman!" No one remembered 


preview audiences yelled, 
him in Gone with the Wind or Samson and Delilah He was Superman. 
And I was Batman 
Was it just two years before, 
Promising New Star by the moti 


ion picture exhibitors on the strength 
SÉ ihe. Baan film? 1 considered voting ieee INS Ener 
asan offering to the Gods of Hollywood. But had this 


looking down and saying, “Heys isn't that E 


ing the run y 
man, ra 

approached p, 
big and 
agent who y 
me to 
and j 


leave 


n him, 
reerwise, 


have 


G 


t Wouly 
made 


sense 
At the time. 


to package projeer 


ifa studio Wanted, 
Particular star, 


di. 
rector, or script, the 
other elemen 
woul have Become part of à new package afi ye 
E Jam iubet the transition 
" n n DEC Dein Tie Get Who Knew Too Much, a 
a ed Kwan as my leading lady and Com 
kad ‘organized crime. I was the 
E. edule was rushed, and Nancy and 1 both quicky 
w hul a 
v BE. infamy. 1 stil! thought Bond should be a Bei 
E pogrom on this tur 
roke could have been wrong 


hero sent to stop them, The 


key, I told myself that at least 


disap. 
Royal Ballet 

and Flower Drum 
beens. (Nancy has 


The Bruce Lee Story, which 


: es 
discouraged 1 did nothing except personal ai 
falter that. For a while, money wasn't much of a qe > 
x 
MMe good investments, and T was also paid 


"T 1 
3 dollars euch Be a Sainan, 9 NL 
i show was airing every afternoon. Which qu, 
a e for a while. 
pm years, though, E gor nothin, 
gi" o wo 
E of 
abe M gry and feeling sorry for TYself. T yya 
BN shepherd, ana} hung out on he brach ty Pii 
Ge! . 
my 
ah 


and retreated from am 
re lo drive to town for me 
pe refused t 


roductive, 


B and thore LN 
t 


d in the 
d book after book, 


Y cantac with 


4 auditing L 
pex Inga eh 


er à while, 1 didn't eye 
ng; after a while, 
E bottle, At times I sle 
BE a hobby. Iwas casy 
Bed ai one thing more—asked myself the 
2 what the hell had been going throu 
E What happened to the man Lewe 
E 1 felt that I'd destroyed the 
wor 

aly, though a 

ing UP acting. I missed it. T 

ht of giving up a 


ach and chased ag 
» 


*u 
igh my 
lled “ 


ave given: up on me f never 
he pr 
subtext, working with 


e of family: that w; 
the sense 
00 


ceas of the work, seare 
Other actors, sith ree. 


as so important to me didn't want 
my ever having it again 
back on ever having i " 
mm 


But I knew that I wasn't going to have it if] 


rice and give casting directors a fair ch 


thing up in me; several things, actually. One, 
the realization that if 1 kept up like this 1 was going Wen 
Ine, and probably dead. Two, the truth that even though 


Tas setting the worst kind of example for my kids and 
Mo had watched the show. 


Sen a little naive, but 
Potiiation to shed my si 


tupid anger and 
PY own children in particular, 


Genter in Los Angeles, with a 
Once again, the reviews were es 
what E had hoped it would: to show | 
act out of à mask. 

Nothing I did seemed to breach the Batman harri a 
offered to keep busy and stay in the public eye, Lm 
Im in Europe. Partisan, a political adventure nonahriler 
ike Alias Smith and Jones and Emergency, 
I talked about € 


and 1 did some à 
o arlier. The first one was shor in 19; 
Jin which I played a comedie villain in Support of stars Sig 

f- as a fumbling devil and Christopher Lee as Lucifer hi 


Actors were great to be around, and I had a fin two weeks shoot 
ith them in San Francisco. But the series failed to sell and didit 
aiffUntil a year later. My next pilot was The Eyes of Charla Sand, istic 
Thad a sixth-billed role as Dr. Paul Scott; 1 did Nevada Smith in 1975, 
costarring as Frank Hartlee with Cliff Pous as Smith and Lome Greene 
as Jonas Cord. Though it was a lot of fun working with the florid/and 
charming Mr. Greene, the show didn't sell: 

1 became friends with Patty Duke, whom I met at a film festival in 
Acapulco. She was in her middle twenties divorced fram John Asti 
and having problems of her own. Casting directors had reganded her 
35 a Kid, cute Patty and Cathy Lane, so she'd d 


ibe even sleatier novel Valley of the Dolls: now casting directors 
ius Iud actress Another great talent misjudye 
regarded ber as just a judged ang 
unappreciated. 

Ta the miigh, the acting assignments dried up a 
Spe T realie that I should have done what Leonard Nimoy 
1 Bir Tit wan canceled. He took his case to the people 

tamer sack and regional theater, starring in Fiddler on o1, Roof 
amet ne Flaw Over the Cuckoo's Nest, and Caligula, He 


^. In retro. 
Y did after 


went out and 


made audi 
ence xe hum differently. (Of course, then he came back and did Mr 
‘Spock again for the big screen but at least he got a great deal of 


Money each time he put on the pointy ears.) 


Tew Fhad to get out th and work, but what I chose to do wasn't 
Acting, It was something Td resisted for several ye Ars: getting back into 
it and making lucrative Personal appearances at fairs, conven. 


and circuses, The money 


BACK T0 THE BATCAVE 


d with Burt. We tried to have 


| n P æ Ewas whoring it, and digg, ot 
[aee ren ik g ! digging my ta 
J peor. Ideed: esen i my darken pe 
» wfessionally, as when one 
low, pr of my eq, 
| arm Tor Evansville, Indiana. ph 


fun 

BS a fax paycheck, and T allowed myself to, 

| 4 angled ? : 

p 4 for circus people, but this 
wid for « 


[BO ip 1 felt like Mountain Rivera 
me 


* dancing through yii fingi 

| Mi wounded pr de that bothered me, I was pa A 
ml to Batman. On TV or in the mo Whether Bar 
Mo was being pelted with eggs or doing the Bartal or running a 
wiha wens, or 


guis everywhere he tried to throw it, 1 could stilt i noble or alisof op 


giny determined or deadpan, 1 could be entertaining within the epy 
jatofthe film. When you're an amateur being Shot through the air like 
shluewnd-gray missile, arms splayed like broken wings, cape fluttering 
Jeu big flag, brain signaling for more adrenaline 


it's difficult to main 
pia your dignity. I remember wondering 151 Flew toward the distant net 
phat my studies with Lee Strasberg had covered that might he appropri- 


seto this. Concentration, I suppose 
When T left the arena, T decided not to play the down again as. 


Bu 


Turned down a return e 


a. If for no other reason, than because | war 


wed to stay alive 


gagement in Evansville and all others that 1 
felt would be unseemly, whether they involved riding att elephant in a 


parade or skydiving into a mall. I would do appearances bec 


needed to earn 


* living, and because it brought joy to people. But 
Twould be more selective about them. 

Talo came to terms with the part of me that resehted Baman: 1 
Teallzed how stupid it was, like Michael Redgrave's ventriloquist char 
Uter in the classic film Dead of Night, angry at his dummy. My anger at 
NOt getting good parts should have been directed at me orat Holt 
Mood, not at Batman 


another shot at 
Ironically, one of the next things I was offered was 


acer and my interpretation of him, and {agree 1 
Though the animation was stiff and disappointing, the 
e seriously, with some pretty good scripts 
irom that, wont the part of a movie star in the fiim Hope 
dy becatise Burt Reynolds and the director, Hal Needham 
inough lke Burt that he could convincingly play m, 
ihe film, Burt was very complimentary about my work 
sud in Batman, and I needed to hear that 
NT really didn't get to know him, because he 
diam, costar Sally Field, or close 


Apart from 
usually hung 


friends Dom DeLuise 


TV shows, playing a handic apped man on / 
Law Bort, and hosting a game show pilot that failed t 


Mop billing didn't matter, 1 just wanted to we 
1979, I hit another low point 


ed Batman and Robin yet again in a pair of prime- 
E Siroes, which also featured DC's heroes 


» Captain Marvel, and others, and 


antasy Island, 


ork, t0 stay 


yank Gorshin as the Riddles. My biggest hogy wax} 
P Successful, we might have a chance t trig Ban 
We feature film situation, man 

We io? roject was terrible, and we kie i 
ST ens io rehearsal tre, a 

| nm done the original Batman serie 


and 


it as S000 asip 


A 
“ars! 


the heroes into comedians, complete with 


es Script changes that had been promised 


helping to maintain the character’ int 
grad of 'egrity, 1 had lent 
gd in 


pame to this degradation. To make things worse, tag work for 
When 1 finally got another film, it was the quit 


i The Happy 

and upand- 
to play part 
cted my ful 


foe Goes Hollywood (1980), toplining Martine Beswick 
aming Chris Lemmon, Jack's son. Phil Silvers and 1 fug 
p film in drag. and to add insult to injury | never coll 
ary from the film's producers. If I took anything at 
perience, it was respect for goi 


all from the 
us Martine, a cult star who had 
1 had bared nearly all in movies like 


been featured in Thunderball 
Shue Girls and Prehistors 


Women. This cultured, upright, very properand 
comervative young lady got naked in films simply because that was her 
job: you've got to love her, and 1 did 

The bad, low-budget films kept on coming: Hell Riden; Young Lady 
Diattedy (not even Part I, but Part 117), Zombie Niglimam, and Rot in 
Pace, which was financed by a group of Mormons based in Salt Lake 
City who gave me the impression that they wanted to find a slate of 
pictures of my choosing. Both the movie and the plan were duds 

There was talk about other projects, and I openi 
minedly went to each and every meeting: There wer 
Europe, but they lasted as long as snow on Capri; Cif d 3 
tad played the villain Shame on our show, had a good friend Whe wan 
Minning Atari, and there was talk of my being a spoktspenen 
‘“mpany. Then the company fell on hard times li 


gece Electronis awards shon, j, 
who had played 1 


Bike up. and about the on 

yched ways during this p, 

3 Bee been better. In 1972, | mer x 
tele Tagand Leur. She was divare, fri 

ily, aad we met when she broy 


ight 
Spowatch us shooting one of the p., 


Ming a 


id had an allurj 
‘witty her children an 
secing her. and we quickly became gre., fes 
ped and have sayed s0 since. Marcelle was Ja, * 
ipe from the doldrums in which 1 ofte 


Ju my experience. I've found that actors (eng 
pals youlll ever encounter. The Joan Crawrorq 
fonpe is really the exception rather than the py 
fin is that relates to the children around us, 1 
Siha become parents love taking their kide 
ithe downtime to strengthen the family uni, 
E like that, So was Burt Lancaster 
Hake his son, Bill, to film sets, to p 
ean adult about sex or politic 


10 be some 
‘Mommie 
le. Maye 
don't know 
9n location, 


and 


and talk i 


al dissidents or whatever elie ya, 


1 has always 
Wand recently took several months to 


tthe beautiful young Heather 
Roger and Luisa Moore: 
they're there for their kids 
ible industry. Some of us may have trouble stay 


mes, but eventually that emotional maturity comes. And 


Qus as this may sound, we discover that none of 


MOF rewarding than that of family man or woman. 
me Was there for me when I fin 


been great with hig 
go hiking 


through Scot 
The Hestons, 


Goldie Hawn and 


Whatever happens to them pro 


‘our 


ally grew up. 


Lloyd Bridges. Bill Cosby, and others, We hada 
facing the beach, and I was sittin 

pm when I cracked an eye ries Be. 
glint around the corner of the building. looked over and, 
man with a machete. | was behind some 
me: his eyes were on a young couple lying 
sands nearby. about twenty feet away from me 

Good, 1 thought. At least he wasn't a ro 
me. But he did have the 


mic book fan at 


shifty tentative manner of a man up to | 
good, and 1 watched as he walked Fight by me, toward the couple: 1 


Ipld myself 1 was imagining things, having a Cuped Crusader flash, 
that he was probably just a gardener. But that wasn't the ease 
Suddenly he raised the machete and brought it down on the pis 
Dick, breaking her skin at the shoulder blade and snapping the sing 
top of her bikini. The girl screamed and jumped up, leaving her bikini 
top on the sands as she bounced off, obviously terrified and embar- 
Tassed. Her companion jumped up to cover her retreat, and the at 
tacker slashed him laterally across the belly Though he was mme. 
^ h 
the young man grabbed the attacker's arm and held it ee 
ani 
Meanwhile, I'd jumped up when the attacker smack, 
here!" People farther down the 
Ting over, shouting, "Drop that mac 2 x 
bbed the attacker's arm l'm sure tbey 
beach looked over, but as 1 gral R 
down the beach? Batman 
thought, A topless gir] running 


criminal? It's gor to be Candid Camera or 


sane moved. though a security man stand, 
Pad the good sense to shout, "Are yoy pe 


man was weakening, while 
the 
ue now, he broke free and ran bae, 
TII holding the machete. While the young guy 
ME set off În pursuit, aware that T could cut yt; 
beck through the foliage where I'd been sitting 
ed the shouts and came to the balcony, As she 
‘me running, | yelled for her to call securiy 
"ew steps ahead of the attacker, 1 picked yp, 
pitat him as he approached. The blow knocked 
dand caused him to stagger back; he reca. 

it bothering to pick up his weapon, 
nan was running over, as were several other peg. 
was afraid they wouldn't get there in time, so 
‘still holding the lounge and thinking to hir 
"in theory, but T hadn't taken more than a dazen 
iron framework began to weigh me down. Ah, 
hem to see me fall or drop the lounge, so I con. 
panting, bending lower and lower but refusing to 
tunately, the attacker ducked into a courtyard, and 
that there was no exit and he was trapped. As he 
ran smack into me and my lounge chair, and | 
inst the wall, pinning him there until the guard arrived 
People applauded. Wonderful. They still thought we 
nally, more hotel security showed up. They grabbed the 
Took after the poor victim on the beach. As I headed 
out of breath and arm-weary, I thought back to some 
had once said on the set: real fights are nothing like 
ey're over in just a couple of seconds, ears 
ithe first hard lick in. Unfortunately this one n 5 

3 f 

| I nearly ended up having a stroke as 1 ran ! 
i heat carrying a heavy metal chaise: -— 
‘the room, Marcelle yelled at me for 

d and father with my 


scripts: 
ES rcelle's concern for me has alg 
I held on to my sani 1 loving ana 
Ee Y sanity duri 
started to pick up for me in the mee Jean yeu ang. 
ing on in Hollywood, and the new Mel 
T hosted shows, from A&E's Evening at the po 
cables Nickelodeon. 1 did more pilots, Bue 
yed called Ace Diamond, Private f, a 
really enjos |. Private Eye. Thy iod 
hur Annecharrien, ei 


^ dose friend out of it: producer Arg 
10 produce many successful seri 
dnce gone on ful series, Ay 
nother project ihat 
ighi, Which is tog batts fe 


fally excited me also managed to fall throu 
aid have been a knockout 
An acquaintance of mine who worked at Universal 
gurtogether outside financing for films with the provision mug ee 


mde in Mexico. And for a time, it looked as though Fd be ee 


Vell, 1 


de character in à bigscreen version of the comic sirip Ei Ext 
Inbialy though the money was in place, we had a problem oua 
ihe rights (King Features wanted "E 


a million dollars!) and the deal 
rough. The story would have brought the costumed hero (a ES 


mer to Batman) out of the jungle and into Mexico City on a manhunt. 
Ruther than give up the financing, we q 


R quickly talked to Marvel 
Camies about bringing their superhero Daredevil to the screen, but 


mir backers decided he wasn't sufficiently well known to risk millions 


of dollars on, 


In 1986, writer/producer Stephen Cannell, whose track record was 
E included such hits as The Rockford Files and The Greatest 
B. as Captain Rick Wright in his new comedy series 
Bars ss e scripts were funny, the cast was great (it included 
tiemble), bus E Ernie Hudson, Keenan Wynn, and a terrific 

iwere, E em time slot. Our show was aimed at teen 
ing TV on Fridays from nine to ten, when we 
* gone after six weeks; p 


ted, of course, but I felt that the series. 


s and Ne wer 


now be 
and a few others we, 


AF Leslie and the other, XE 


fe uid more plentiful. I did a pictur, ae jobs , 
iin 1988, which got respectable led 


Doin 


™ Broud of 
th Ry 
?rey Gh 
alized on ry Si 
favorite Ty aioe 
an NBC pilot called "s 
e comedy of all the non-Zatyy; zg 


an work Py, 
#k actor Ty Lookwell, who o; 

himself a sleuth in real lir. 
ights Bernie Brillste: 
cowritten by a Buy who has since become 
it crowd: Conan O'Brien, 7. 


© done, 4 
ce played a de 
The show was Cope 


in and Lorne Mic haels 


tecti 


(Saturday 


the project fell by the wayside 
Tve starred in several e 


d With the incomparable Carol Burnett in a pilot fora 

S Keel Life, and have costarred with the magnificent 
Weller in a film written and di ected by Michael 
The Player) called The New Age. One of the 
received was when Judy, who has done 
to India, Impromptu, and Woods 
that she and her son Sam: 


Pisodes of Fox's new Dang 


T did after moving was, 1 think, qu in, Ou 


ee eee 


and that she thought the acting 


tive Australia, 
nos marvelous. 


s J pe ao 
à the life of T 
peral ear A 1 think it would be fun to play the other 
pete Been: I recently voiced an animated Adam 
tar of sag "The Critic.” 1 starred with Betty Buckley 

iL ABe ed interactive movie, "Ride. for Yotn TIA 
ee arson oñ the TV series, “Numa! THe tak dbo 
ped Loni 


pes loward Stern. Howard ia real 
pre beet and Vicki and Conan and Howard Ster 


me theater work I hope to do. I'm writing 
CER Jefferson, something I've been work- 
nd I've been talking with producers about 


pit 


and a nice tribute to our "Batman," "There was 


ut me in his notoriously successful book. When my 
E Pee Fred Wostbrock, booked me on Howard's TV 
tie youn) ; 


: ed. But Howard was terrific with me; he's # 
ule dismayed. B 
p Lwas a li 


i aracter 
ES that I'm suddenly employable again, and io grae 
king. | was especially flattered in the summer of 1993 when 
a as Larry Lankford asked me to come to Dallas and present 
ES. the prestigious Harvey Awards for comic books (named 
^ E. K It was not only an honor, but it was 
sher pioneer Harvey Kurtzman) 


t having comic book writers and editors like Julie Schwartz and 
Åh very kind, very sincere things 


e 3 and sa 
Archie Goodwin come up to me an i 
ny, speci 
about my work on Batman. One of the guests at the be f Ex 
ares v I'd 
effects master Ray Harryhausen, asked me if I was ever sorry Kd pi 
the cowl and sent my career on the course it's bag ~ 
at's the 
T answered quickly and honestly, "No." And pee n 
Do I regret having left the spaghetti western trail tha 
Eastwood to glory? A-—— 
n e same course, a 
I t. No two careers run the : 
ae an I regret not having: done what 
Great or movies. 


Clint 


not taking Clint's route any more th 

John td did, working in pilots like Alexander the pe 

he hated like Two Minute Warning so he could finance e 

films like Faces. Besides, Clint and I aren't alike, ueri 

be as comfortable playing the kind of citum hero t 
Would I play Batman again if I 


a letter from this same Young 
hie that he had become a succeny  g 
Tor making him want to becom. 4 
n his spare time he worked poo S "eri 
be sid 1 was responsible for thay, i 
1 did, 
letters like that over the years, peop) 
nee Batman had on their lives pes ec 
"a laugh when they needed one p E 


LM 


ema 
Paul Newman 


question, Bree lot of thought and soul search. 
in a minute. I've got à good life, the love of 


fare satisfaction of having been an important 
ni 
"t think anyone can complain about that, nop 


Epilogue 


f 


yep mic Batman, giving him a grandiose verve, And, as I sald 
Batman is a big enough character to be interpreted in a. 


r of ways. 
There's our way, and there's also the Tim Burton /Michael Keaton 


ser Since Batman came out in 1989, 1 don't think there's a question 
jrebeen asked more than, “What did you think of the new Batman?! 
Jud my stock answer has always been, "They have their vision, we had 


Till think that, but I'd like to elaborate, 
Tadmired the movie from a technical standpoint, and some of the 


adion scenes—the escape from the museum, the fight in the alley 
were dazzling. But 1 didn't relate to the characterization of Bruce 


Wayne or Batman. This isn't a knock against Michael Keaton, whom 
Te met and even raced against in a celebrity ski tournament. He's a 
Blented actor with extraordinary range. 1 just don't think they got it 


Tight, the massive box office grosses notwithstanding: 
In the recent Batman, Bruce ranged from psychotic 1o addle- 


leaded: unfocused, inattentive, shallow. 1 found that offputting, And 
Batman shouldn't work solely for his own satisfaction, but for the good 


of Gothamites, In the film, he destroyed those first (Wo hoods but E 


the museum in his Batmobile and, later, with his cr 

Plane than the Joker did in the entire film. ; 
Critics would probably have cried "camp" 

foncern for the victims or innocent bystander 


"o wh, 
might be like: unhappy, his rage reri 
Bie eyes. ready to blow, Thary a, ikr 
Bhavan inherent nastiness whip 
Tihink it also dates the film in o, Pi LM 
fr makes it fews timeless than, say, i fi bow, 
PI tes g 


(as mibjectne ax 1 care to be II admi, | way 


dwben 1 was not asked to repr 


"the 
pego come back, and 1 had what 1 i aes 

ought 
lar misconey, 
dox cameo as Bruce Wayne's father Ploy, 


Thon 
turned it down.) Back in 1980, when ss ; mas, Ify 

duce, 
ek ihe feature film project rolling. jy, Ier Mike 


told 
. People 
away from the Which mean, tee 


ry ang 


pra new one. (Contrary to popu, Were 


p" image 


dime. | would have played the part dif 
era That's what Buster Crabbe did whe, he 
fier TY series as what was essential, an dee 
masterful, and dominated | e 
Bite ast And, I assure you, audiences pa 
ind 1 then heard notso-secret run 
L po old. That rang hollow, too. Buster was seventy-three 
Mie Back Rogers show, and besides, movies can 
Want you to believe about an No, we 
been playing a teenager and twentysomething Bruce 
dihat have mattered? Artist /writer Frank Miller's 1986 
The Dark Knight was one of the biggest comic 
and it was about 


Terently, A hey 


lis scenes with ( 
mors that the produe 


n make you 


actor's age 


middle-aged Batman coming 


Cae 


Vaughn returned as the Man from UNCLE 
bert 


E ery played Bond again after a dozen years, More 
ort p returned to TV as Kwai Chang Caine in Kung 


Carr 
Continues. 


" d to return, and even more 
wie mand I weren't asked to re ore painfully, 


uon to d ers, though the series was aired and promoted 

quo, of the filmmakers, promote 

roin oi marketing of the new films and in the merchandising. 
he 

i Tiny could have done the parts. 


he legend was ignored, ridiculed, and denigrated 


Med, the pop art craze of our show would have looked dated: 

pfs and ZAPs and BAROOOMS wouldn't have worked. The 

aso would have had to be darkened (as they were, in fact, for 

fenes in our original film). The "Holy" this or that would have 

fo be eliminated (except possibly for one, carefully used in the 

ak of returning youthful exuberance, before Robin catches himself) 

And if Cesar Romero had returned, he might have had to shave his 
mustache. 

But there was so much that worked, and still would. Tt would have 
worked, and it would have appealed to a wider audience, including 
dildren (the return ticket buyers) 

When I saw Topol do Fiddler on the Roof on Broadway a few years 
agi | was impressed by how age had changed what he did with the 
daracter from twenty years before. In real life, the actor had reared 
and married off a daughter: that’s going to affect the way one plays 
that on stage, Same framework; different nuance and depth. I've never 
ken an actor return to a role without changing it to some degree, 
whether it was Richard Kiley to Don Quixote or Clint Eastwood to Dirty 
Harry 

My Batman today, in his fifties, would still be a man who believes 
it honor and justice. But he wouldn't be quite so idealistic and Peace 
Corps-cager. I suspect he'd have semi-retired from crimefighting, pet 


i it was the success of that comic book, is 
d its fresh exploration of the character, that gave 
movie, which had been languishing since 1980. 


haps bitter over the losing battle he'd been fighting. He'd put the cor 
Mme on only for the most compelling reasons, and spend most of his 
using his fortune to help the needy, the homeless, those without 
+ Working full-time to battle the causes of crime. He'd 


> 
BA 
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tors do this anyway, as age struggles to establish 


old 
acus 97 achheads.) 
beat 

| AA Grayson would be his own man, perhaps more con 
PD ice, or possibly more cynical. There would certainly 

| ghon Br Bruce to react t 

him for Batman. act to, 

om 

| from id foes, those who survive or remain at large would als 
WT for his ?' h age—and, for that reasor Et. 
» n wiser with age—: at reason, more dangerous 
idler be like after, say, a score of years in an insti 


wr id the Rid 


m that had suppose dly cured him? Or the Joker having gone 
' 


= and running powe rful businesses to rival Bruce's, Or the Per 

4 E perhaps homeless, found by Bruce and nursed to health 
II. married to a king or having become an ambassador herself 
| om animal rights in a most affirmative way, perhaps killing 


g for 
fighting 

M hers and creating a moral problem for Batman, who might well 

p 

agree with her! 

| Regardless of the situation, Bruce and Dick getting the call, re 


ming to the study, going to the Batpoles, and emerging in their cos 


ur 
ie could well have audiences on their feet, or viewers at home 
tun 


sailing broadly. And it wouldn't hurt the movie franchise at all. Imag 


We the Classic Batman coexisting beside the New Batman, (After alll 


theanimated Batman is all over the Fox airwaves . . . with, I might add, 


gwice and delivery that sound eerily like mine.) And our liveaction 


wies continues twice a day on the new FX channel. 
Obviously, I'm not ambivalent about the subject, and it would be 


ichallenge and a pleasure to drop back into the Batcave, brush away 


the huge cobwebs, and dust off the Batmobile. As fifty years of disip- 


pointed super-villains have painfully discovered, the classic Batman con 
tines to dominate in a way no other hero has. However. . who ean 
Predict whether an ultra-heinous villain may be waiting in the shadows 


lü require our crimefighter's deadly attention. 


yeloved concern 
But, sadly, Batman is not my property. Just my beloved 


‘Same BAT-Time... 
Same BAT-CHANNEL 


AN ANNOTATED EPISODE GUIDE 
, TO BATMAN 


Damian O'Flynn: Gideon Peale 
Ben Astar: The Moldavian Prime Minister 
With: Allen Jaffe, Tack Barry, ane Dick Reeves 


It Bill Dozier appeared as the maitre d This was one 
We “cheated” on a cliffhanger: at the end af epia, 
Hic like the Riddler was going to cut up the comatgie R 
at, he was simply making a life-mask for Melly to wear, 
This was my favorite episode, and we went allout for it: s 
Wenty-one days filming it, a luxury we would. never have agaiti. 
Incidentally, 1 understand that because “our” Michael Fox c 
fist, Screen. Actors Guild rules compelled that other Micha 
We his middle initial “J.” 


“Fine Feathered Finks” — 
^ie Penis a la” 


1/19, 1/20 


e 


y Jacobs, Robert Phillip, 


2/2, 2/5 
gest Sto George Sanders jy, 
get Str 


series of robberies without e 
n commits a 


Shelby Grant: py Sandra 
ver taking Troy Meton: ¢y 
E it what his game is, Bruce. ROS to the Guy Way 
‘effort to find E captured and nearly roasteg ing ith: 
factory, where 


Shooting schedule down to eighteen days for this 
o lest results of the 

? The awful test results of 

| 190 long. 


first show 
shooting this episode, which cast a Pall over 


Del Co, 
nova, John Willis, 
gloy: Max Hodge 


Weider: Robert Butler 
jø: Mr. Freeze can only live iy i tnpa ez 
E. in ice—the diamond kind, p has high ur ay 


Hees Sandra's Circle of Ice diamond; And when Votan ant it 


inerfere he turns them into human Popsicles. 
meni: A then-unknown Teri Garr 
Freeze was called Mr. Zero in the c 
wrk LB. Abbott did on this s} 
freze's cold zones wer 
bend of humor, 


e 
! sub-freezin 


Joker Is Wild” 


how: his 
© superb. My sec 
» and menace, 


i: by the 
Special effects Me 
ond-favorite show, 4 pertes, 


+ myste: 


| 
“Zelda the Great” 
“A Death Worse Than Fate” ! 


's Co 
in the Gotham Art EERE 
f ison and robs the m! 4 
g the Joker captures Batman 2 
on national TV. 


hen: Fjyg Ekdol 
ra Heller: Hillary Stonewin 


ry April 1; the magición Zelda steals $100,000 ty, 
City. This time, Batman foils her scheme 
B: she imprisons Batman and Robin 
abducw Aunt Harriet, and threai 


Her Ines 
tens to boil hep able p 


e pigs a ransom, oim 
The Trap came from the comic books, ang Was ay 
‘thing—a cubicle with an elvetriticd grate through Which qu. ari 
pumped, Barman escaped. by hitting the Brate with his 4, Ht ba 
causing sparks that ignited the gas and blew bud, 


pe 
Anne Baxter was forvy-three and exuded y. 
upon meeting her, why Chuck Heston and Y 
l to win her in The Ten Commandments! 


“A Riddle a Day Keeps the Riddler Away” 
“When the Rat’s Away the Mice Wil Play" 


Ark 2/16, 2/17 

Guest Stars: Frank Gorshin: The Rid, 
Susan Silo: Mousey 
Tim Herbert: Whiskers 
Reginald Denny: King Boris 
With: Mare Cavell, Roy Jenson, 


mon, Johnny Magnus, Joh: 
Marvin Miller, 


Tell: Fred De Gorter 


Director: Tom Gries 
Story: After King Boris gets a bouquet of exploding roses, Baunan and 


William Kendis, Joy Hay. 


? Archer, John Hubbard 
and Tris Coffin 


QB VIL. He died at Rig 
career as w heavy and hera 


9/28, 2/24 

ust Sars: David Wayne: The Mad 
Diane McBain: Lig 
Sandra Wells: Babette 

Richard La Starza; Cappy 

Gil Perkins: Dicer 

George Conrad: Tirkey Ju 

Albert Morin: Odave Martat 

With: Monique Le Maire, 

aire, Ni 


Helge 


Predor: Norman Foster 


Seg. Jervis Tetch, the Mad Haen, kidnaps the 
to prison, adds their hats to his collection, and ses hg 
and his cowl, Tetch lures Barman 10 lis hir by 
for a plaster likene; 


si a fight erupts, and the 
trapped in quick-setting plaster. 


Gnment: Diane McBain was a beautiful, 
she was costarring in $ rfside Six in the early i 


later in the decade, and 
ic returned briefly to TV 


about ten years ago, 


became scarce for her 
become a secretary, Sh 
Days of Our Lives 


the clues to the Riddler's lair. Naturally, that's just what 


them to do, so he can lash them to whirling generat 


Owens went on to star as the 


pm 


and it was particularly nice to wor, Ec) Rowan ang 
lide actors in Hollywood hinon mb Cuni, / 
"har, for the final chase, the camera was BUR. show wa 
Tor some memorable pointofviey shon, inside the 
è 
ier goes to Gotham City High to build a gang Ev. “The Purr-fect Crime” 
n Batman and Robin get on his case, he pm, “Better Luck Next Time” 
that to eleetrc chaira connected to a o, poraa : 
č appears, the heroes will fry, = à 
who played a cheerleader, married ii RN o 
the studio head, and had a brief film career, may E pe Julie Newmar: Catwoman = 
y Jock Mahoney: Leo 
Ralph Manza: Felix 
Harry Holcomb: Mark Andrews Í 
With: Pat Zurica and Alex Sharp 
Stanley Ralph Ross and Lee Orgel T 
James Sheldon E 


fi Searching for the fabled Captain Manx treasure, Catwoman 
miches one of two gold cat statues which hold a clue 1o fs where 
outs When she goes after the second statue, Batman and Robin tail 
trio her fur factory headquarters, But the joke's on Batman: while 
Bsoccupied, Robin finds himself in a pit with a floor thats vanishing 
AMoriy into a wall to reveal a trio of hungry tigers below. ————— 2 
lamat: Jock Mahoney—actually, O’Mahoney—was ane of the later l 
ie Tarzans, and Sally Field's stepfather. He was a tough, fun fellow, 
Mlappeared again in our third season. 

Burt wasn't happy about doing the tiger scene. The animals were 

inert until the crew dangled meat over their heads. righ itt 

OF Burt's face, After that, they were wey active. Though Burt ess 
ad E them, the tigers came perilously close to taking a bite 


is, Joe Brooks, Patrick Whyte, Gary Owens, 
Fox, Brenda Howard, and Mike Ragan 


lisguise—in just seconds, he can look 
or female—Falseface steals a preciour 
n on his trail. The Dynamic Duo cip 
: who reveals the location of the 


e Goes Straight” 
i Yet, He Aint”? 


Wiliam Beckley: Reggie Rich 
Hope Sausberry: Ars. Van Climber 
Douglas Bank: Z4. Coppie 

Jk Jim Drum, Bill Welch, and Ed MeCrendy 
loplay Lorenzo Semple, Jr 


ag to have turned over a new lenf and become a crime 
Penguin frames Batman to make it appear th 
become lawbreakers. While looking for the pe, 
park, the Dynamic Duo are captured, bound, 
gallery... where Commissioner Gordon 
It to test their marksmanship! 

the first episode directed by Les Martinson, who 
film. A resourceful director and wonderful may, 


“The Ring of Wax" 
“Give "Em the Axe” 


At he ang 
nguin ar an 
And left be. 
and Chief 


The Riddler 
t: Miss Prentice 


paritz and Bob Rodgers 


^ —= 


ding the Riddler to the library, where he's s 
Inca treasure, Batman and Robin are 
to be turned into human candles as 


mat of boiling WAX. 


“The Joker Trumps an Ace" 
“Batman Sets the Pace” 


4/7 
Cesar Romero: The Joker a 
Dan Seymour: The Maharajah 
Jane Wald: Ji 
"Tol Avery: Prescott Belmont 
With: Angela Greene. 
Louie 
Francis and Marion Cockrell F 
der: Richard C, Sarafian 
E — 
Bey. The Joker's after a set of gold golf clubs belonging to a visiting 
mlurajh. The visiting prince is abducted and the Caped Crusaders 
pue... only to wind up captured and shoved into a chimney that's 


ling wi toxic gas, 
meth: This show marked the first of many appearances of Byron. 
ih as Mayor Linseed spoofing, of course, then-Mayor of New 
Wek, John Lindsay, 


Jacques Roux, Norm Alden, and Behe 


“The Curse of Tut” 
“The Pharaoh's in a Rut” 


“Death in Slow Motion’: 
“The Riddler’s False Notion’ 


Ard yy 


m Frank Gorshin: The Riddler 
Francis X. Bushman: Van Jong, 


it the bend, a college proe begi, D 
on of King Tut. And what's , king wig, t 
plots to rule Gotham Gity and transform uL 


it inp Sherry Jackson: Pauline 
begins by construct o a Mode, ; á 
ad iy g A towering sphing in Cogs Theo Marcuse: Von Bloheim 
To Rain a 


Richard Bakalyan: C, B, 


arlie Chaplin and the Key 
crew steal the box office take at a gi 
Dynamic Duo once more in pursuit As befits the 
| de Dynan 
» Robin is abducted and tied to a giant buzz sw while Batman iy 
Nee 4 
iihe Riddler's trail. 
fumi: This episode was, I believe, the 
yarFrancis X. Bushman; he died later that y 
Jin Hurand other classics w 
te working. (The vast fortune he carn 
Hed out by the stock marke: 
have much time to t 
L3 


acting job of silent film 
Y. The star of the original 
at the time, alert, and happy 
ned in the silenty had been 
929.) T was sorry (again!) 1 


as eighty-three 


t crash in | 
alk with him. 


by book plots, the Bookworm draws Bar 
Jg tO asasinate Commissioner C 


Sordon while he 
chase ensues, ending with Robin 


bell, about to have his neck wrung h 

! congenial man, everybody's pal, bur he Mes bs 

Sand friendship for the close circle of Hob 3 — 

mo Burgess Meredith: The Penguin 

with, like Elizabeth Taylor. In the Julie Gregg: Finetla 
envy him that: whatever the ups TCgg: 


“Fine Finny Fiends’” 
“Batman Makes the Scene” 


| Weoddell, Bilt Williams, Lisa Mite 
Anne Reece, and Charles La Tor, 


hell, Prang 
" 


3 by the Penguin, brainwashed, ang rent y 

: Multimillionaire’s Annual Award Dinner. y, 

Dick notice that their butler is not quite hir, 

Ip. are able to trace the Penguin to his seaside h; 

Wy, the villain is able to nab them and place them j 
ym which all the air is slowly removed. 


tunately 
Self and, wih 
deout, py 
nto a vacuum 


“Shoot a Crooked Arrow” 
“Walk in the Straight and Narrow" 


n98 
Art Carey: The Archer 
Sam Jaffe: Albert A. Aardvark 

Barbara Nichols: Maid Marilyn 

- Robert Cornthwaite: Alan A. Dale 
Doodles Weaver: Crier Tuck 

Loren Wing: Big John 

With: Arch Moore, Steve Pendleton, 
— O'Hara, and Myron Dell 


Lee Delano, James 


robbing from the rich—namely, Bruce Wayne—the Archer 
he's been giving bundles of money to the people of 
and they bail him out » part of a devious plan to win 
Tracking him to his hideout, Batman and Robin are 
fed to poles, and are about to be run through with 
for in your boots!) 
shot the movie between seasons, we had new 
footage) to jazz up the adventures. Dick Clark 


BACK To 


THE BATCA\ 


in the episode. This episode 
a ius cast overall: though T don't thing Wei m 
omfortable with the Robin Hood go, nd pic n 
g really into it, as was Robert Cornthwaite, whom I'd ag. 
wre played the singleminded scienti in The Thing. 


“Hot Off the Griddle”? 
“The Cat and the Fiddle” 


9/14, 9/15 
E Julie Newmar: Catwoman 
! 


© Jack Kelly: Jack O'Shea 
d James Brolin: Ralph Staphylococcus 

David Fresco: Zubin Zucchini 

With: Buck Kartalian, George Barrows, 

George Neise, and Edy Wi 

Stanley Ralph Ross 
Beda: Don Weis P 
Wy. Catwoman establishes a school for c 
hobuin a pair of priceless violins, When 
Jenn, they're gassed and bound to huge 
ding heat of giant magnifying glasses. 
len: The late Jack Kelly was a fel 
pled Bart Maverick in Mav 
ming, and dated Dozier*s se 


Charles Horvath, 


illiams 


at burglars, her goal being 
Batman and Robin chase her 
aluminum sheets, under the 


llow Warner alumnus who had 
werick. James Brolin was young, upand- 
cretary Jane. They later married. 


“The Minstrel’s Shakedown’ 
“Barbequed Batman” 
Moni, 9/29 


Fs Sire Van Johnson: The Minstrel 
ie Perkins: Amanda 
John Gallaudet: Courtland 


t Mot 
gu over rd Them Aly 


jp, 10/6 — 
shelley Winters: Ma Parker - 

Tisha Sterl Legs 

Mike Vandever: Mad Dog 

Robert Biheller: Pretty Boy 

Peter Brooks: Machine Gun 

James Griffith: Tiger 

With: David Lewis, Fran Ryan, and Bud 


cause a stock market crash unless 
vast sums of money, the singing 
ynamic Duo. Alas, he traps them and 
intending to roast them. 
me a great deal. He was a very yo, 
‘Mar quality. Despite his many years in film, 


member. ol 
Minstrel iy 
Places them 


ung fifty 
he seemeq 


id Perkins 
Henry Slesar — 


Oscar Rudolph — 


Ebbinge the good women at the Ladies Auxiliary Mother of 


5 estivities, Ma Parker and her by 

Year Award festivities, ai T brood are pursued the 
5 of Tut” be Crusaders. Though they're caught and sent to jail, a 
“Tut's Case is Shut” are working the prison, It's an unsuspecting Batman and Robin 


gut ride off, their Batmobile rigged with a bomb that will explode: 
when the car hits sixty. The heroes also Set to sample the institution's 
ecri chair. 

Game: Early in the shoot, Shelley slipped on water that hadn't been 
dened up and fell flat on her back. She lost her dignity and then her 
Kmper, though I could see her using that anger throughout the shoot, — 
r, our writer, had written a number of terrific 
fion and mystery tales, as well as scripts for The Man from UN; 


Pataki: Amenophis Twefik 


d, and another attempt to rule Gotham 

of amber jewelry and the infiltration 

by Cleo. Attempting to track Tut to his 
ith alligators. 

eir heads from the 

wall. 


“The Clock King's Crazy Crimes” 
“The Cock King Gels bowed” 


Walter Stezak: The Clock King 
Eileen O'Neil: Millie ; 


vond Hands become prey for Baty, 
ore. Though the heroes intercepe qe 

lant clock main. py 
Pursuing the criminals to a factory ing 
inside a giant hourglass, their time running ‘ote 


nan ang 


Slerak usually played villains in the movies. The 

e n actor as the Clock King 

value overseas. 

Finger mas, of course, one of the earliest ang best 
n comic books, a largely unheralded force in the 

and his milieu. 


{Pitt In a cameo appearance on this episode 


WAS an attemp 


go make payments due on it Jang h 

ns, he plans to foreclose and 
M pe's concluded that ane of the e 
Pad, after abducting them, decides 


i 
T 
i 


ua 
that Bruce "EE | 


ad was suggested to us by Dy 
gyxbeo ick Zanuck head. | 
H nudi, 


ier's idea to cast Edward Evere 
E. : tett Hong, who was, 
and was best known as Fred Astaire’s gidu 
parrator of TV's “Fractured Fairytales" 
34 he had me falling down in hysterie 


e also featured 1930s film M 
episode al ilm star Mae Clask, an 
~ Aliens 


Fenneman, and Bill Dana appearing as Jose Jimena 


“The Devil's Fingers” 
“Dead Ringers” 


ak 10/26, 10/27 
Goest Stars: Liberace: Chandell 
N 


Marilyn Hanold: Doe 

Edy Williams; Rae 

Sivi Aberg: Mimi 
Lo With: James Millhollin, Diane Farrell, and Jack Peplans 
Thay: Lorenzo Semple, Jr 
Widor: Larry Peerce 
Ma While Bruce and Dick are on va the mad pianist Chandell 
Mins Aunt Harriet, intending to wed her and claim the Wayne for 
Mie The men return—just in time for Batman and Robie to suckle 
Due Rae, and Mimi as they attempt to commit a robbery, Bat it a 
löp, and the Dynamic Duo are lashed to a perforation machine thats 
PH to turn them into player piano rolls 


sour: Walter Alondike 
k wi Partrey. Murray Roman, Pat Tidy, Pog Shir 
“icone ‘O'Hara, John Indrisano 


da largerthan-usual guest cast on this show, including 
en Ludden, newscaster Chet Huntley, Joe Besser 
Three Stooges), old-time Western sidekick Fuzzy 
Me Egypt, and hot rockand-rollers Pay Revere 


‘this “cast of thousands” Was a good thing: though 
Maed à moment of fun, 


and even a touch of 
gimmicky and detra 


acted from the stories 
it became hellish for the 


d to make these speaking parts, which often 


owing exchanges. My feeling by this point 
gimmicks: let's Just tell a fun, exciting story 


and the process of coming up with parts 


writers: they 


Ouo Preminger: Mr. Freee 

Nicky Blair: Shivers 

Kem Dibbs: Chill 

Marie Windsor: Nellie 

Dee Hartford: Miss Leeland 

With: James O'Hara, Charles (y 

Mike Durkin, and Joan Ti 

Max Hodge 

George Waggner 

After escaping from jail in an ice-cream try 

g Miss Iceland from the Miss C intending to make 

ihis wife. Tracking the villain to his cold Storage warehouse, Batman 
Robin are stopped with a blast from the Freeze Gun and put into 

i to be turned into giant frozen desserts, 
mt: Tt was a delight to have Marie Windsor on the show. The 


Isand ‘50s screen Star was full of spunk and fun. She vasa welcome 
it from the despicable Otto 


Donnell, Robern Wieniko, 


welve 


uch, Mr, Freeze aby 
walaxy ¢ Ontest, 


“The | tical Joker” 
“The Joker's Provokers"" 


An 11/16, 11/17 


Cesar Romero: The Joker 
Kathy Kersh: Cornelia 
Christopher Cary: Angus Faguiom 
Louis Quinn: Latch 

Anthony: Bolt 
mud: Nalerie Szabo, Larry Burrell ad 
Thompson ^ 


jn the 4D classic The House of 


“Come Back Shame” 
"It's the Way You Play the Game’ 1 


11/80, 12/1 
$tors: Cliff Robertson: Shame a 

Jack Carter: Hot Rod Hany 

Joan Staley: Okie Annie 

Timothy Scott: Messy James 

John Mitchum: Rip Snorting 

Milton Frome: Laughing Loy 

With: Eric Shea, Kathryn Minner, and Jan 
kepy: Stanley Ralph Ross E 
Didor: Oscar Rudolph 
Slap. Based in an amusement park, the crooked, c 
Shame snatches a race car as part of his plan to bull) 
Gin outrace the Batmobile. To trap him, Bruce lets it be 
he's installing super-modern parts in the Wayne limou 
he allows Shame to steal. In a fight at Shame'y hideout, d 
Duo are knocked unconscious and staked to the ground in 
tattle stampede. E " 
Comment: Cliff became a good friend of mine. He k 
A superb writer himself, he relished the clever di 
him standing by, cracking up as I played the torem, 
defend Robin and myself from a stampede, Twa 
he Oscar for Charly. It's also a linlekuown fad 
Steven Spielberg's mentors. Some day; herpes 
Mary for publication! 
Werner Klemperer put in a brief appe 
ter, Colonel Klink. 


James O'Hara, H. Douglas, Joyce Nizarri, Ben Gage 
ind Charles Stewart , 


| both Commissioner Gordon and Chief O'Hara under 
‘sealing a choice diamond while she's at it—Marsha 
ner to lead Bauman to her and hits him with a love 


‘Manages to beat the potion, Marsha abducts Robin 
man that unless he agrees to marry her, the Boy Won- 


Past! Woody Strode was one of the most imposing 
met. The veteran of such films as The Ten Command. 
‘Was the gladiator pitted against Kirk Douglas), and 
feel he has never gotten his due as an actor. 

d me she was of Dutch/Chinese heritage, which 
Saucerlike eyes. She had a great sense of 


ss (for The Bachelor Party). My 


With: Vito Scotti, James O'Hara, David Lewis, Mary, in Brod, 
and Violet Carlson ^ 


A restaurant, 
and huve a forger 
fiend, his forger 


niin is unable to geg 
Kidnap Chief O'Hara, which gets 


although they can’t do much 
m with machine gun fire. 

T Stanley Ralph Ross appeared as the character Ball 
id Ted Cassidy had a cameo as Lurch from The Addams 


Batman 
48 the Penguin 


"Nasa serial star who had appeared in films like Don 
in and Zombies of the Stratosphere (in which a very 
Played his first alien!). After one take in which 
heads handed to us by the Penguin's goons, Lane 
and said, 
these thi 


he Cat's Meow” 
Bat's Kow Tow” 


"Y know, Adam, I remember when the 
ings.” 


Sharya Wynters: Kenic i 

Tom Castronova: Meanie 

Chuck Henderson: Mine 

Ric Roman: Moe 

Jay Sebring: Mr. Oceanbring 

Peter Leeds: Hary Upps 

Maurice Dallimore: Sterling Fabiy 

With: Judy Stragis, Anthony Eustrez, 

c James O'Ha 

] Stanley Ralph Ross 

James B. Clark - 

my: The Catwoman has a voicestealin 

E. against a pair of hot rock stars. After ghe "hes Commi 

soner Gordon's voice, Batman and Robin give chase. 

jnocked out by the feline felon's drug-tipped claws and laced inside 

an echo chamber, where Catwoman plans to drive them batty With a f 

leaky faucet 

Gament: [oc Flynn was best known as Captain Binghamton on MelHaley 

Nn. Like most comic actors I know, he was serious, even brooding | 

between takes. Come to think of 35 most of the socalled sexpots I've f 

Mown were prudes. I guess that's why it's called "acting," 
In addition to Steve Allen, who appeared as Allen Stevens, the show 

featured rockers Chad and Jeremy and Hawaiian singer Don Ho, 


“The Puzzles Are Coming” 


“The Duo is Slumming” 
Mié: 12/21, 19/99 


Gees Stars: Maurice Evans: The Pussler 
Barbara Stuart: Rocket O'Rourke 
Paul Smith: Artemus Knab 


=. With: Robert Miller Driscoll, Alan Emenen, and Jay Della 
Tphy. Y Fred De Gorter — 


Dra ett Hayden P m — 
When the Puzzler hints to Batman that super è 
+ the Caped Crusaders hi 


Calvin Brot, ang 


was essentially a Riddler knockog 
He went on to star in two o 


he Apes and Rosemary's Baty 
“The Sandman Cometh’’ 


Catwoman Goeth’? (. ted 
“A Stitch in Time) ied as 


T. Evans's name 


ther pope ilie 


|Rennie: The Sandman 
n Catwoman 

J Pauline Spaghetti 
Peel, Tony Ballen, Pat Becker, Je 
Workman, Ray Montgomery 


anie Moore, 


* And Valerie 


Spaghetti has insomnia, and the Euro- 
with Catwoman to help her... while help- 
ial records, B: 


atman and Robin 
gets away, and the Dynamic Duo follow— 


ig malefactor gets his hands on Robin, puts 
ders him to kill the Caped Crusader 

Wasa friend of Dozier's. Rennie very much 
doing a Tot OF TV at the time, shows such as 
i T found him to be somewhat aloof, not 
din The Day the Earth Stood Stil 
made his second appearance on the 
n to a great featured cast, we 
Rose Lee as a newscaster. 


“The Contaminated un 
“Mad Hatter Runs Fol 


5 
grt ie Wayne: The Mad Hatter 
Barbara Morrison: Hattie Hatfield 
Jean Hale: Polly 
Richard Collier: Otto Puff 
Leonid Kinskey: Professor Over, 
Jesslyn Fax: Bonbon 
With: Lennie Breman, Victor Ames, 


Paul Bryar, Git 


Margaret Teele, and Ivy Bethune 


Charles Hoffman 

Oscar Rudolph 

Gor: Convinced that the Mad H 
gre jewel on display in the Top Hat Room, Batman and Pe 
there to welcome him. However, the crimina] ig nip ic 
sprays Batman’s cowl with a radioactive Spray that turns it pink. Though 
Baman is forced to go back to the Bateave for another cowl, he and 


Robin pick up the Hatter's trail, -only to be captured and placed 
inside a large fluoroscopic c 


ewan, 


atter will certainly attempt to steal y 


abinet 


“The Zodiac Crimes” 
“The Joker's Hard Times” 
“The Penguin Declines’ 


A9 1/11, 1/12, 1 18 


Guest Stars: Burgess Meredith: The Penguin 
Cesar Romero: The Joker 
Terry Moore: Venus 
Charles Fredericks: Leo Grustash 
Howard Wendell: Basil Bowman 
j Reda, Charles Pi- 
With: Hal Baylor, Dick Crockett, Joe Di 


2 Barbi 
=.. Cemi, Eddie Saenz, Louis Cordova, and Vincent Barbi 


the Dynamic Duo is captureq he 
um, where they are left, helpless. beneath a 

eorite that is about to drop on them. 
This was the first of our trio of three-parters. The j, 
m E euer and release them abroad 
‘marked a rare TV appearance of Howard 
jée (she says wife), Terry Moore. Then-unkn 
‘Ward's old pal and son of Carl—appeared a 


mention 
as feature 
Hughey’, 
own Roh 
a delivery 


“That Darn Catwoman’ 
“Scat, Darn Catwoman’ 


| Jock Gaynor, George Sawaya, Allen Jenkins, Tony Ep- 
Steve. Franken, and Rolla Altman 


mind control drug, Catwoman makes Robin a mem 
and he helps her rob a fortune from a safe at Wayne 
pursued by the Caped Crusader, Catwoman 
bas him strapped to a huge mousetrap, which 


was really cute, and Burt was crazy 
as far as I know, he only lusted 


d 1/26. 2/1, 2/2 
|Stors: Burgess Meredith: The = 
Carolyn Jones: Marha 

Estelle Winwood: Aunt Hilda 

Alan Reed, Jr.: General MacGruder 

Bob Hastings: Beasley 

With: Kimberly Allen, Frank 


Baron, Fe 
Stark, Ted Fish, and Brad ie Cone, 
play: Sanford Sherman aa 


Drector: James B. Clark = 
jy: Suckered! That's what Batman and 
prevent Penguin from committing a crime. 


iga movie. Rather than face falsearren charge gaa 


appear in the film . . . kissing Marsha, Queen of Diamonds Later, 
man and Robin track Penguin to what they're sure ia real crime, 


to be trapped in an oversized catapult—about 10 be fuig vo the 
deaths. 


Gament: Estelle Winwood was eighty-four years 
Meteran of films like The Misfits, 
falled The Magic Sword. She was 
many of the 
Blake. 


Bob Hastings was Lt. Carpenter on Metfales Neg 


Robin are when th 
and discover that, 


young, a 
Camelot, and a fine little 


as eccentric and delightfully 
characters she played; sort of like a fotrhouse 


“Batman's 


“A Riddling Controversy" 
ied. 2/8, 2/9 


Stars: John Astin: The Riddler 
Deanna Lund: Anna Grow 
r 


Y^ 


i7 a surprise appearance at a dinner hon 


noring the 
to char 
rusder 
Mop a gian 
he cake wins 


er eludes Batman a second time, the Caped c, 


‘Wonder pose for a marshmallow sculpture 
to earn that the Riddler has decorated i 


fecstings —— 
Jolie Astin and I had met in Italy right after p 
He was funny, as friendly as could be, 
- his enn twist. 

ins Lund was a gorgeous young actress who we 
Giants the following season. 


"The Joker's Last Laugh" 
"The Joker's Epitaph’ 


d finished The 
and he gave the 


NUON to star in 


nt Ritchi Ed Deemer, and Oscar Beregi 


f Penthouse Comic Book Publishers, The 

ting. When Bruce comes calling to uy and 

the Boy Wonder and has him tied to a 
itch! 


This was the last script Lorenzo did for 
iating-art ironies, National pe 

say vacate their offices at 909 Third 
Lal T agazine would move jn! 


“Catwoman Goes to C " 
“Batman Displays His Pron 
pok 2/22, 2/23 
st Stars Julie Newmar: Catwoman 

Paul Mantee: Comelt 

Jacques Bergerac: Freddy the Fence 

Whitney Blake: Amber Forever 

Jan Burrell: Alma Mater 

With: Sheldon Allmann, 
Tehpley: Stanley Ralph Ross 
Binder: Robert Sparr 
Sy: Catwoman goes to school, studies cri 
how to outwit Batman: she disguises one ofh 
Gusader, sends him out to rob a supermarket, an the real Batman is 
wrested for the crime. Escaping from prison to prove his innocence, 
Batman is joined by Robin and the two end up in a giant coffee cup 
beneath an acid-filled percolator i 
Comment: Paul had starred in Robinson Crusoe on Mars, and as soon as 1 


fad the script I suggested him for the part. It was good seeing him 
Main. Art Linkletter had a cameo in the show 


Paul Picerni, and David Lewis 


minology, and figures out 
er underlings as the Caped 


“A Piece of the Action” 
“Batman’s Satisfaction" 


Mind 3/1, 39 


ti Stare: Van Wiliams: The Green Hornet 
Bruce Lee: Kato 


t and Kato come to Gotham City in Pursuit of 
of Gumm: when they arrive, Batman and Ropu 
or they've two extra friends or foes, They form ,,, 
ti the Hornet and Kato are trapped in a Perforation 
ied into giant postage stamps. 

«rest cimeo appeared on this show: Edward G Rob 


fain was spoofing Dorothy Provine's flapper characre, 
from The Roaring Twenties. 


e Tut’s Coup” 
ss Waterloo” 


ono: King Tut 
e Whitney: Neila 

ther: Lisa 

Olmsted: John E. Carson 


gonyinced that the daughter of a socialite a 
ill make a suitable queen, King Tut kiq, 


js a sarcophagus, and lowered into a pool of hu eae 


Srace Lee Whitney had a busy year. ah e 

Grace THe alse starred 
jee Rand on the first season of Star Trek lee; of wit: 
an movie Catwoman. bes 


“Black Widow Strikes "n 
“Caught in the Spider’ oe 


ters: Tallulah Bankhead: Mrs, Max Black 
1 "Red" Barry: Tarantula 


e: Daddy Long Leggs 
AI Ferrara: Trap Door 

Grady Sutton: Irving Cash 
Milton Stark: /rving Bracken 
Pitt Herbert: /rving Leghorn 
Don Briggs: Irving Ining 


With: George Chandler, Walker Edmiston, and Richard 
Krisher 


Tephoy: Robert Mintz = 
Brdor: Oscar Rudolph E 
Sey: Robbing banks with the help of her brain shorecireulling device, 
the Black Widow meets her match in Batman and his AntShore 
Greviting Bat Electrodes. Though the Widow is able to escape using 
ler paralytic spider venom, Batman and Robin follow her to her den, 
Bl 10 be trapped in a giant web occupied by a pair of huge black 
Ndows. Is joining the gang the only way oul? . -— 
* Tallulah was quite ill when she did our shaw aid diei se 
hg year. Respiratory problems did not stop Hen from chait 
ng off in a corner, by herself, with most of Mie east 
ted by her regal air. 1 found myself drawn tà 


3 this episode. After my encounter with 
to sicer clear of Mr. Raft. His characters were 
do their talking! 


Tan Arvan, Jerry Catron, Jack Perkins, Jody Gilbert, 
Owen McGiveney, and Gail Ommerle 


‘pens an art school for the wealthy, and Bruce 
ly, the Joker holds the class for ransom, But the 
case and, with Bruce's help, he tackles the thugs. 
good: the two are beaten, and Robin is set to 


s his 

down-to-earth, nothing like 

physical and facial dew 
ak 


ou learn from actors like Fritz; who never n 
pre 10 see the Academy of Motion Picture Arg, 
‘out life achievement awards qj some of 
e ed actors 


: thee trea nga 

a ach. Milton Stark 2 

‘My dialogue cod HON do s mall part hy 
"e 


“ke Spy” 
“The Duo Defy” 


8/29, 3/30 
Guest Stors: Eli Wallach: Mr. Freeze 
Leslie Parish: Glacia Glaze 
Elisha Cook, Jr.: Professor Isaacson 
H. M. Wyant: Frosty 
With: Anthony Aiello, John Archer, Alfred Dan 
ley, and Eddie Nesh 


ileploy: Charles Hoffman 
Director; Oscar Rudolph i 
Sy: Headquartered inside an iceberg, Mr. Freeze boards the Ga 
Queen and abducts a scientist (from Iceland, of course who has de 
oped a process for creating instant ice. Moving to another| 
Heath an ice skating rink, Freeze is found by Batman and Ro 
end up in a Sub-Zero Temperature Vaporizing Cabinet for the 
Gament: Wallach was amazing. He is one of those rare actors 
Moves from medium to medium with equal skill, adapting: 
l0 the unique demands of each, He was a great Mr, Freeze; 
nothing will ever top his evil but strangely sympathetic Cal 
Magnificent Seven, 


‘effort to keep the police at bay, the Penguin abducts Com 
a's daughter, Barbara, intending to make her hie yarn 
ye thar she is secretly Batgirl. 
the show that introduced Batgirl 
't much enjoy. 


and the start ofa 


“Ring Around the Riddler” 


Frank Gorshin: The Riddler 

Joan Collins: The Siren 
Peggy Ann Garner: Betsy Boldface 
James Brolin: Kid Gulliver 


Strangis 
iddler attempts to take over the boxing game in Gotham 


the Siren. While Batgirl tackles 
With the seven-octave Tange, the Riddler and Batman face 


3 ight Jerry Quarry had lost a heartbreaker tg 
H before, and we all conuibuted i Wigs E 
p to "belbthe-cat? and ask him about the fight The wi) 


nous 


“The Wail of the Siren" | 


9/28 
s 2ollins: The Siren 

Joan Collins: The 
E Mike Mazurki: Allegro 

Cliff Osmond: Andante 
Trelar: Stanley Ralph Ross > 
pretor: George Waggner £ 
Sø: The Siren is still at large, and uses her high-pitched voice to 


gate Commissioner Gordon her save, His assignment: learn the iE 
identity of Batman. 


umet: Mazurki was a former wrestler, a giant of a man who always 


played thugs and Neanderthals. He was, in fact, an extremely bright 
and articulate man, well-read and quite gentle, 


“The Sport of Penguins” 
"A Merit eh Another Color" 


Aret: 10/5, 10/12 

Guest Stors: Burgess Meredith. The Penguin 
Ethel Merman: Lola Lasagne 
Horace McMahon: Glu Gluten 


With: Lewis Charles, Herbert Anderson, Joe Brooks. Com 
stance Davis, and Allen Emerson 
Telepley: Charles Hoffman 
i Sam Strangis x 
Sone The Penguin and ihe equally Insidious Lola eet a ROGER 
Prestigious Bruce Wayne Handicap, doing everything they can to make 
Sure they win , , . and that the proceeds do not go to charity. — 00 


ihe! Merman on thie shen Whar 
SEER M how so spoke any 
Bxharp seme OF humor and was d 
the few guest stars 1 made ita poin, ra 


hiding a bug in the Batmobile, Tut traces Ít to a spot below 
Or. and puts two and two together, daring p, 
to appear at the same time. 


atman and 


“Lovie the Lilac” 


1 Berle: Louie the Lilac 

Seagram: Lila 

Bakayan: Arbutus 

Karl Lukas, Schuyler Aubrey, and Jimmy Boyd 


him to his flower shop headquarters, where he 
fo giant carnivorous lilacs. 

Ot off to a terrible start. He was Mr. Television, 
and he arrived on day one like Travis 


io, ready to whip me and everyone else into sh 


He volg 
g, Hat should play him li 
w, and suggested y i hein 


that, Me 
like 10 give Wonne P his hitoy | 


ine son 
Dur initial antagonism made for some gond ener ae sl 
iode, and by the end of the shoot we hag developed a 
Gl respec for each other. So much so, ip fact a Me 
Heliood Palace he was honing, and was glad E Miti 
j E. 1 did the show in costume, one of the AM 
m 


fare times | 
Taman on TV away from our show, ever did 
pumai 


“The Ogg and |” 
“How to Hatch a Dinosaur’ 


Med: 11/2, 11/9 

Guest Stors: Vincent Price: Egghead 
Anne Baxter: Olga, Queen of the Cossacks 
Alfred Dennis: Omar Orloff 
Mary Benoit: Petula 


Jon Lormer: Professor Dactyl 
With: Violet 


Becher 
Teleplay: Stanford Sherman 
Director: Oscar Rudolph 
Sy: Two fronts for Batman: 
don, while Olga 
the duo are plon 


+ James O'Hara, James Lanphier, Par 
id Donald Elson 


Egghead kidnaps Commissioner Gore 
and her Cossacks plot a major theft. The end resulte 
ing to hatch a dinosaur egg and release the monster 
9 helpless Gotham City 

Gasen: Perennial Errol Flynn sidekick and Gilligan's Island star Alan. 
Hale, Jr., appeared asa character named Gilligan, He was a merry soul, 
tid T saw why he and Flynn clicked. We had lunch together, and his 
Morjes about Old Hollywood were gems. 


=” = 


Des. John Mitchum, Johnny Green, aay 


lema low point for me. We crossed the 


stupidity in this show. I fear 


CX 


2 x 5 
would have been more effective if we'd gone t »pe to 


Hide, but by then our budgets weren't what they had 


ep 


py to work with Glynis who, early in her career, had 


pas hap! zitl With the Upside-Down Eyes” She did have 


as "The € 
eyes and T used that in the show, relating to her in ti qui 
Tewho is she?” manner 

Vallee, of course, was a former superstar who had an ego the 
the Batcave and took himself very, very seriously. Not long alter 


«did our show, he tried to have the L.A. street he lived on renamed 


ie Vallee. Between shots, he used to play reelo-reel tapes al Wi 
ts and lip-synch them for the cast and crew. It was a trifle 


east hi 
yo ^d been such a star at one time that you had ie 
Tiniurasing .  . but he'd been suc 
dw him his selFindulgence 


“Catwoman’s Dressed to Kill 


Mink 12/14 

Get Stars: Eartha Kit: Carwoman 

James Griffith: Manx 

Dirk Evans: Angora 

Karen Huston: Queen Bess 

Wide Jeanie Moore and Gerald Peters 


rangis 


Though Batman, Robin, and Batgirl are able to prevent the Cate 
from making off with some expensive clothes; Batgirl WB 


p -— 
eum Catwoman team up to raid the Gotham Chy branch 

depository. Batgirl gets wind of the plot anq (racks them | 
only to be caught and bound with Cut contracting Cae Wha, | 


tig yea, at anche, at m 
exactly what she 4 
p 1 


Former JFK press secretary Pierre Sal 
‘on the show and comedian Joe E. Ros 


inger appeared ag 
Played a let asa 


“Lovie’s Lethal Lilac Time’ 


Fuer: Olpe, Quem of the Cossacks 
BMY Corcoran. Donald Eton, Violet Carlo, Ed 
Ling, and Penelope Gillette 


Nobu McCarthy: Lotus 
Ronald Knight: Sassafras 
John Dennis: Saffron 
With: 
Wepley: Stanford Sherman 

Binder: Oscar Rudolph 

Sep When Bruce and Dick are abducted by Louie the Lilac, Com. 
misioner Gordon calls the Dynan 

Gn't get a hold of them, Alfred c 


n rescuing his employer Though she manages to locate Louie's bait, 
the ends up in a vat that is filling. 


The eil duo team vp again to plunder Go, 
n amd to anempt to drown Batgirl in 
As | recall, the caviar was actually dic ed 
ure which would have been Worse. 


tham City's museum, 
a huge vat of caviar 
JelLo. 


n 


Feline Felonies” 


"The Joke's on Catwoman” 


“Nora Clavicle and Her Ladies" Crime Club” 
Ant 1/18 


— 
Sir: Barbara Rush: Nora Clavicle 
June Wilkinson: Evitina 
Inga Neilson; Angelina 
With: Byron Keith, Jean Byron, Larry Gelman, 
ker; and, as policewomen: Ginny 
— . Rhea Andrece, and. 


e. compels her husband to qi 


istis, 


tieg 

hiest move designed to strangle them C 
Thad costarred in The Young Philadelphians, an 
gg lady She was married to Jeffrey Hunter in the erp 
jumber of fine films including Robin and p, Seen 


Monique Van Vooren: Miss Clean 
Charles Dierkop: Dusthag 
Newell Oestreich: Pushbroom 
Miis John Viyan, John Beradino, William Phillips, Richard 
Jury, Len Felber, and Pam McMyler 


Pf Aurie Goldfinger; while visiting Gotham City's mint, 
uminates all the money with disease germs, Rushing to 
An antidote is kept, Batman and Robin discover that 
iguin beaten them to it and vaccinated himself, but 
ected flies to finish off the Caped Crusaders. 

Was TV's celebrated Mr. Lucky, Here, he played 
u do what you have to, gentle readers 

fen Was a Belgian nightclub star who had made a 
1950s, Our show helped to relaunch her œ 


BACK To 1 


“The Great Escape’ 
“The Great Train Robbery”? 


2/2, 2/8 | 
Stare Clif Robertson: Shame 

Dina Merrill: Calamity Jan 

Hermione Baddeley: Frontier Fanny 


Dorothy Kirnstein: Leonora Sota Vore 
Brian Sullivan: Fortissimo Fra Devo 
Victor Lundin: Chief Standing p 
With: Barry Dennen 


foleploy: Stanford Sherman 
Predor: Oscar Rudolph 

Sw: Shame and his gang hit the Goth 
they're met by Batman, Robin, and Barg 


Pat 


Gumi: CIE returned, this time with 


Camcoing in this episode were ferry Mathers (Leave [t to Beaver asa 
doorman, and Arnold Stang as a gun shop proprietor. 


“FI Be a Mummy’s Uncle’ 


Med: 2/22 

Guest Stars: Victor Buono: King Tut 
Angela Dorian: Florence of Arabia 
Kathle 
Joey Tata: Suleiman the Great 


: With: Jock Mahoney and Tony Epper - 
Téipay: Stanley Ralph Ros 


1 Freeman: Rosetta Stone 


Binder: Sam Strangis J 
F Discovering that a lode of Nilanium, the word's: 
located beneath Wayne Manor, King Tut buys 


1da Lupino, who considered herself, poor. 


anything but. Bette was à complainer, 1da was i, eng] 


OL She fa 
gth. and reminded me a Jot of Bari di 
ades comtar Howard Duff. lora Sung ae 


“Minerva, Mayhem and Millionaires’ | 


s/u 
! Stars: Zsa Zsa Gabor: Minerva 
Jacques Bergerac: Fredie the p 
Bill Smith: Adonis 
Al Ferrara: Atlas 
Mark Bailey: Apollo 
Yvonne Arnett: Aphrodite 
William Dozier: Adonis 
With: Boyd Santell, Geor 
Teeply: Charles Hoffman 
Dhector: Sam Strangis » 
Str: Minerva's Mineral Health 
Minerva literally picks her wealth 
dryers (get your hair and your by 
tion to steal from them. When 


We Neive, and Howie Horwit 
attack from the Joker: not only does he plan ws 


saucer and terrorize Gotham City, but he's planted 
lle which is set to go off at midnight. 


Entrancing Dr. Cassandra’ 


Spa isn't quite as. innocent as it wema 
Y clients! brains via mind-reading bair- 
rain washed!), then uses the informa 


Bruce Wayne comes calling, Minerva. 
Ife the combination to the Wayne Foundation safe, and Bruce realizes 


that something corrupt is afoot. When he and Robin seek iy foil the 
fillainess, they're overcome and placed in a giant pressure cooker. 
ament: Dozier was our executive producer, of ourse ahd Howie was 
bur producer. 

This was it: the end of the line. One of our weaker shows, and asd 
My to go-go, 


